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Patanjali case: Endorsers
just as responsible for
misleading ads, says SC

New  Delhi The -
Supreme Court on Tuesday
said that celebrities and in-
fluencers are “equally re-
sponsible” for misleading
advertisements and asked
them to act with responsi-
bility while endorsing products.

“We are of the opinion that the advertisers
or the advertising agencies or endorsers are
equally responsible for issuing false and mis-
leading advertisements. The endorsements by
public figures, influencers, celebrities, et cetera,
g0 a long way in promoting a product and it is
imperative for them to act with responsibility
when endorsing any product in the course of ad-
vertisements,” a bench of Justices Hima Kohli
and Ahsanuddin Amanullah said.

The court was hearing a plea by the Indian
Medical Association (IMA ), accusing Patanjali
Ayurved of allegedly issuing misleading adver-
tisements and passing critical remarks against
allopathy. The bench which had issued contempt
notices to Yoga guru Ramdev, Patanjali, and its
MD Acharya Balkrishna over the matter, on
Tuesday also sought response from the IMA
president R V Asokan regarding an interview he
gave to news agency PTI, terming his statements
as ‘very, very unacceptable”. It told the IMA
counsel, ‘here your client goes to the press, and
makes a statement. When you were saying the
other side (Patanjali Ayurved ) was misleading
the public. (But ) what were you doing ?”

The court said that the rules and regulations
are meant to ensure that the consumer is made
aware of the kind of product, particularly in the
health and the food sector. “As a tide over meas-
ure, it is deemed appropriate to direct that be-
fore an advertisement is permitted, a self
declaration is obtained from the advertiser on
the lines of the cable, television network rules,
1994" and the self declaration shall be uploaded
on the Broadcast Seva portal run under I&B
Ministry.
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Priyanka Gandhi reacts to PM Modi's ‘Ambani-
Adani’ attack on brother Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi | Hours after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said that he wonders why the
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
stopped “abusing” industrialists
Gautam Adani and Mukesh Am-
bani since elections were de-
clared, the party's national
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi reacted to the remark,
saying her brother speaks about
them daily. n an election rally in
Rae Bareli, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra also accused the Modi
government of waiving loans
worth 16 lakh crore for billion-
aires when farmers in Uttar
Pradesh were dying due to sui-
cide.

“Today, Narendra Modi said

that Rahul Gandhi is not taking
Adani's name. The truth is this-
Rahul Gandhi talks about Adani
every day, he puts the truth
about Adani in front of you

everyday and exposes it,’
Privanka Gandhi said.

The Congress leader further
added that Rahul Gandhi tells
the public every day about the
“nexus” between the Prime Min-
ister and big industrialists.

TRahul Gandhi tells you daily
that Narendra Modi has a nexus
with big industrialists. Narendra
Modi waived off 16 lakh crore of
his friends but did not waive off
a single rupee of the farmers.
Narendra Modi should answer
this, she said.

In a counterattack against
Rahul Gandhi's over his ‘crony
capitalism’ charge at his govern-
ment, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said that he
wonders why Rahul Gandhi has
stopped taking the names of in-
dustrialists Gautam Adani and
Mukesh Ambani since the decla-
ration of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

He also questioned if tempo
loads of notes (money) has
reached the Congress.

TEver since elections have
been announced, these people
( Congress ) have stopped abus-
ing Ambani-Adani. I want to ask
from Telangana soil, let the She-
hzada announce, how much has
been lifted from Ambani-Adani.
Has tempo loads of notes (cur-
rency ) reached the Congress?
What deal has been arrived at,
that abusing Ambani-Adani has
stopped overnight, he asked.

The PM further added: “Cer-
tainly something is fishy. For
five years, (they ) abused Adani-
Ambani and it stopped
overnight. It means vou have re-
ceived some tempo loads of
'chori ka maal' (loot). You have
to answer the nation.”

Neeraj Chopra to compete in India for first time since
Tokyo Olympics gold as he charts glory at Paris 2024

Sports | Neeraj Chopra will
be competing in India after a
long time as the reigning
Olympic champion gears up to
defend his Tokyo Olympics
title at the Paris Olympics,
which will be held from July 26
to August 11 this year.

Neeraj will be in action at
the 27th National Federation
Cup athletics championships in
Odisha, which will be held
from May 12 to May 15 at the
Kalinga Stadium,
Bhubaneswar.

This will be Chopra's first
domestic competition since
2021 Federation Cup.

Before the Federation Cup,
the World Championships,
Asian Games and Common-
wealth Games champion will be
taking part at the Doha Dia-
mond League meet, which hap-
pens on May 10. Neeraj will be
competing in the men's javelin
throw event in Doha along with
compatriot Kishore Jena.

Neeraj had spoken about his
goals for the season previously.

“I want to be in best possi-
ble shape before Paris
Olympics. My training sessions
have gone off really well so far.

I always lay stress on fitness
along with strength and tech-
nique. This is the best I have
felt in a long time but I must
add that training and competi-
tion are not the same. When
yvou wear the India jersey, the
feeling is different, the josh
(energy) is unbelievable,”
Neeraj had said to SAI Media.
Talking about the elusive
90-metre mark, the 26-year-
old Neeraj said again that ‘dis-
tance doesn’t matter to him.’
“What matters to me is
staying 100 per cent fit, being
consistent during the season
and delivering on the day that
matters. I think there are mis-
takes to fix and looking at the

-
increasing competition all

around, one has to keep im-
proving. The road will close if
you think you have done it all,”
he said.

Talking about how his per-
formance in Tokyo indicated
that his preparation for global
tournaments was going in the
right direction, Neeraj said, "I
have won medals in two World
Championships, threw my per-
sonal best (89.94 metres at
Stockholm ), won a dream Dia-
mond League title and even de-
fended my gold at the Asian
Games. All in all, I have been
in great space and want to
carry forward that momentum
from May onwards."

Bombay HC directs BMC to provide 10 water tankers daily for
2,000 families in Gorai, says no municipality can shirk off its duty

Mumbai | While
directing the

filed by the Gorai Villagers
Welfare Association stating

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation to provide 10
water tankers of 10,000
litres each daily for over
2,000 families in Gorai, the
Bombay High Court on
Wednesday observed that no
municipal body can shirk
off its duty to ensure
adequate potable water for
residents.

A division bench of

that over 2,000 families
consisting of 7,000 residents
in the area lacked adequate
clean drinking water.

The court also asked the
BMC to ensure that the
construction of an
underground suction pump
and tanks, because of which
residents in the north-
western part of the city
were facing water scarcity,

BMC, informed the court the

overcome the

was the

duty of
municipalities as per Article

corporation to

ensure
residents within its limit

that 10 tankers of potable
water be provided daily.

construction
would likely be completed
by the end of 2024 and that

243-W of the Constitution
to ensure water supply for
domestic and commercial
purposes and that the
Mumbai Municipal
Corporation Act also cast
the duty on the BMC.
However, the bench said
it was not concerned with
industrial use, adding that
the supply of potable water
for domestic use should be

are provided with adequate
and proper access to
potable water for domestic
use. No
corporation/municipality
can shirk off its shoulders
from said responsibility
and duty,” the order read.
The bench also opined
that four tankers of water
for a population for over
2000 families were not

“The said water supply
shall be ensured that it is
uninterrupted and quality
of water shall also be
ensured and only properly
treated water shall be
supplied. We also hope and
expect that construction of
the suction pump and water
tank shall also be
expedited,” it added.

The bench asked the

Chief Justice Devendra will be completed difficulty, four tankers had
Kumar Upadhyaya and expeditiously. been employed to provide
Justice Arif S Doctor passed advocate Anil potable water to the

the order on a PIL petition

Singh, appearing for the

concerned residents. He said

the problems might then be
substantially reduced.
The bench noted that it

given the “highest priority”. sufficient. ‘Please have a BMC to file its affidavits in

“Thus, a distinet duty humane approach,” it told reply within six weeks,
constitutionally as well the BMC. after which the petition will
statutorily cast on the The bench then directed be heard next.
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