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Mumbai | The Mumbai University on
Thursday gave an ultimatum to all colleges to
form College Development Committees (CDCs)
within next eight days and start submitting re-
ports, which ideally should have been done by
all affiliated colleges before June. The decision
was taken at a meeting of the Management

Council of Mumbai University.

Out of 894 colleges affiliated to the Mum-
bai University, just 350 have formed CDCs,
which is mandatory to prepare an overall com-
prehensive development plan of respective col-
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Mumbai University colleges without

development panel to face action

leges. And, of those with CDCs, only 150 have
submitted reports to the university.

The issue of absence of CDCs was high-
lighted during the Senate meeting held in
March, where members raised concerns as
CDCs are crucial to advise and prepare plans
for academic, administrative and infrastruc-
tural growth of respective colleges.

The CDC comprises the college principal,
representatives from management, teaching
and non-teaching staff, students and external
individuals from the field of education, indus-
try, research and social service. It is mandatory
under the Maharashtra Public Universities Act
2016 for all colleges to have CDC.

Apart from planning and executive growth

of the colleges, these committees are also re-
sponsible to brainstorm and recommend new
courses, updated safety and security measures
among other tasks. The CDC is expected to
meet at least four times in an academic year to
submit an updated growth plan to Mumbai Uni-
versity every year in June.

The MU management council on Thursday
decided that action will be taken against col-
leges as per the Maharashtra Public Universi-

ties Act 2016, if CDCs are not formed in all

remaining colleges within next eight days.
“This is a serious lacuna which may be
hampering the growth of individual institu-
tions. Considering the academic flexibility
recommended under the National Education

Policy (NEP ), it is required for colleges to
keep updated to provide quality education to
students,” said an official from Mumbai Uni-
versity.

The Mumbai University may soon have
borewell to tackle water shortage in its
Kalina Campus. "Every time the varsity
spends close to Rs 50,000 for tanker service.
The annual budget of financial year 2024-
'25 passed recently, has earmarked Rs
25crore for hostels and water sustainability.
The action plan to tackle water shortage will
include digging 5-6 borewells and water con-
servation projects on campus, apart from
follow-up with civic authorities to get more
water connections,” said an official.
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SC grants interim bail to Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal till June 1 1n excise policy case

New Delhi : The Supreme
Court Friday granted interim bail
until June 1 to Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who
was arrested on March 21 by the
Enforcement Directorate in
connection with the alleged excise
policy scam.

Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
presiding over a two-judge bench
with Justice Dipankar Datta, said
orally, “We are passing an order
giving him interim release till
June 1, 2024.” The court added
that it will upload its order.

The bench made it clear that
Kejriwal will have to surrender on
expiry of the interim bail term.

As soon as the bench took up
the matter, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing for the
ED, said, “Now we have been

approached by Amritpal Singh.

That's a concern.” Singh, chief of

the Waris Punjab De outfit, is
currently lodged at Dibrugarh jail
in Assam under the National
Security Act.

Metha said he “could not find
any precedent to assist Your
Lordships either way, that a

person is released for
campaigning.”

But Justice Khanna said,
“Let’'s not put into a simple
straightjacket like that.”

He added that the case was
registered in August 2022 and
Kejriwal was arrested in March

2024 after about one and half

years. Twenty-one daysshould
not make any difference,” he
said.

Senior Advocate A M Singhvi,
appearing for Kejriwal, wondered
if he can get more time and
pointed out that the Lok Sabha
results are on June 4.

But the court refused any
further extension. “No no, we
will try and conclude the
arguments next week and try and
pronounce the judgement if
possible,” the court observed.

Mehta insisted that Kejriwal
should surrender at the expiry of
interim bail. “He will surrender,”
said Justice Khanna.

Earlier this week, on
Tuesday, the ED had opposed the
suggestion for interim relief and
urged the Bench not to carve out

a separate class for politicians

just because they want to
campaign for elections.
“What example are we

setting 7 He is a chief minister
and wants to campaign, and
therefore he (should be granted
interim bail) 7" Mehta had said,
adding that “to release him on
interim bail because he is a
politician would send a very
wrong message .

Justice Khanna had then said,
“It is the election season. He is
the elected chief minister of
Delhi. The elections are around
the corner. These are
extraordinary situations. It's not
normal He is not otherwise a
habitual (offender ) or somebody
who has been invelved in any
other case.”
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Lokhandwala joggers park

HC asks BMC to ensure no further
construction, encroachment at park

Mumbai | The Bombay
High Court on Thursday
directed the Assistant
Municipal Commissioner of

K-West ward of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) to ensure that no further
construction or encroachment comes up in the

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Joggers Park at Lokhandwala
in Andheri (West ). It asked the BMC to 'take to the logical
end’ the notice issued by it on January 23, this year,
seeking information from the organisations managing
Gurudwara and an open kitchen.

The notice sought from the organisations, the details
of permissions granted to them and plans approved by
authorities as the allegations of encroachment and illegal
construction at the Joggers Park were made against them.
The BMC in its notice said that if no document or
permission was submitted by the respondents, necessary
action would be instituted. However, the petitioners
claimed the civic body failed to take any action as yet.

The respondents Celebrations Sports Club which
maintains the park and Punjabi Association of
Lokhandwala stated before the court that they will ensure
that no further construction or encroachment will be
permitted in the Joggers Park.

A division bench of Justices N M Jamdar and M M
Sathaye passed orders in PIL filed by Anuj Mittal and
other residents of Lokhandwala area argued through
advocate Subhash Jha raising concerns over alleged
encroachments. A member of the Mangrove Protection
and Conservation Monitoring Committee had also issued
a notice raising a query into whether there is any damage
to the mangroves or whether any construction is ongoing
within 50 metres of the mangroves.

In light of this, the court said that the two respondents
along with Sanjha Chulha Guru Ka Langar Trust will also
ensure that there is no damage or disturbance to the
mangroves as concern is expressed in that regard.

It noted that “as the respondents are organising
religious functions where a large number of persons
attend and food is served, it is equally their responsibility
to maintain hygiene and not litter garbage in public places
and in the park.” “If such activities are taking place, then
the BMC, on whom we have placed the responsibility, will
ensure that necessary action is taken and all rules and
regulations are followed by the respondents,” the bench
added.
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