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Lok Sabha Elections 2024
This ti

For the first time

Mumbai :
in the past 15 years, the election
has pivoted towards Marathi

votes, with prominent parties
granting tickets to 10 Marathi
candidates out of 12. While MV A
is vying for all six seats with
Marathi candidates, Mahayuti
has put forward four. In 2009
and 2014, only six candidates (50
per cent ) were Marathi; in 2019,
seven Marathi candidates con-
tested in the national polls. Ac-
cording to data, Marathi voters
comprise 37 per cent of Mum-
bai's electorate.

In Mumbali, there are six Lok
Sabha seats, with a direct contest
between Maha Vikas Aaghadi
and MahaYuti. With the excep-
tion of the North and North East
constituencies, all four remain-
ing seats will witness battles be-
tween Marathi candidates.
Pivush Goyal in the North and
Mihir Kotech in the North East
are the sole non-Marathi con-
tenders in the primary fray.

The splitting of Shiv Sena has
already made an impact on the
vote bank. Even the entry of
MNS into Mahayuti at the last
moment underlines the impor-
tance of the Marathi vote bank in
this election. Congress, which
previously adopted a mix of
Marathi and non-Marathi candi-

P ke

dates, has now allocated both
tickets to Marathi candidates.
Meanwhile, the BJP unveiled
both non-Marathi candidates in
the initial list for Maharashtra
candidates in March. Subse-
quently, the party attempted to
restore balance by nominating a
Marathi candidate, aiming to
prevent any polarisation of votes
based on language.

“There isn't a Marathi vs.
Non-Marathi issue. It's a con-
spiracy by UBT Sena to propagate
mass delusion. We won't tolerate
injustice against Marathi people,
while simultaneously ensuring
fair treatment for Gujarati con-
stituents. Whenever nationalist
sentiments rally behind Modi and

ime in Mumbal, Marathl vote holds key

BJP, UBT Sena attempts to frag-
ment the votes,” remarked Ashish
Shelar, President of Mumbai BJP.

Political analyst Prakash
Akolkar said, “The outcome of
the Mumbai region’s election sig-
nificantly hinges on Marathi
votes. In this election, the delib-
erate allocation of tickets aimed
to fragment or polarise Marathi
votes. Even the Congress's deci-
sion to field a Marathi candidate
in the North constituency stands
out as somewhat unusual.”

The splitting of Shiv Sena has
already made an impact on the
vote bank. Even the entry of
MNS into Mahayuti at the last
moment underlines the impor-
tance of the Marathi vote bank in
this election. Congress, which
previously adopted a mix of
Marathi and non-Marathi candi-
dates, has now allocated both
tickets to Marathi candidates.
Meanwhile, the BJP unveiled
both non-Marathi candidates in
the initial list for Maharashtra
candidates in March. Subse-
quently, the party attempted to
restore balance by nominating a
Marathi candidate, aiming to
prevent any polarisation of votes
based on language.

‘Marathi Vs Gujarati

I Though the issue was ralsed by MNS and Shiv Sena in the paet
Congress never took part in the controversy. This time MNS and
Shinde Sena, which are along with BJP, didn't utter a word on
the issue and instead, Mumbai Congress Chief has supported

Marathi in the city.

- Entry of MNS, but no ticket

I Entry of MINS at the last moment underlined the fact that the
election is based on fetching Marathi votes. MNS had fetched over
lakhs of votes in every constituency in 2009 resulting in the loss
of all six candidates of Sena-BJP. In 2014, the votes were reduced
to half, and MNS stayed out of the election in 2019. MNS has a
base of Marathi voters. But there isn’t a single candidate of the

party in the election.
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Redevelopment projects, pollution
control focal points in densely
populated Mumbai South Central seat

Mumbai | Mumbai South
Central is a diverse constituency,
encompassing a populace
representing various socio-
economic strata, ranging from
affluent neighbourhoods to
middle-class  localities and
densely populated slums. While
pollution and inadequate housing
for the underprivileged are
persistent challenges across
Mumbai, the densely packed
nature of this constituency
exacerbates these issues, making
pollution control and improved
housing standards the focal
points in the Lok Sabha
campaigns of major political
parties.

Since 1989, the Shiv Sena has
maintained a stronghold over the
constituency, clinching victory
in this seat eight times out of the
last nine elections. However, the
split in the party has prompted
both factions to intensify efforts
to secure their support base, with
incumbent Shiv Sena MP Rahul
Shewale contesting against Shiv
Sena UBT candidate Anil Desai.

Infrastructure development's
impact on the lives of the city's
working-class residents

emerges as a primary concern
for the electorate. Many fear
that the displacement due to

ambitious projects 1like the
redevelopment of Dharavi,
which, according to some,
threatens their way of life.
“Dharavi has a total area of
600 acres. But for rehabilitation,
the developer is seeking to
acquire land almost double the
size with 820 acres in Govandi,
64 acres in Mulund and 360 acre
of salt pan land. This has led to
major fear of displacement
among locals from Dharavi. All

other concerns with the
redevelopment plans begin
thereafter,” said Raju Korde,
founder-member of Dharavi
Redevelopment Committee,
highlighting the apprehension,
citing concerns over land

acquisition and the potential
displacement of locals.

Similar sentiments resonate
across other slum areas within
the constituency such as
Chembur, Anushakti Nagar and
Govandi. Siddharth Colony in
Chembur, embroiled in
redevelopment disputes, faces an
uncertain future. Ram Khare,
member of the Siddhartha
Colony Ghar Hakka Sangharsha
Samiti, is sceptic about the
efficacy of redevelopment
projects, emphasising their
delayed implementation and
inadequate facilities.

“Many of the slum
rehabilitation projects that have
come up are nothing but vertical
slums. On the contrary, we have
seen tall-posh-towers being built
fast on acquired lands which
have all the amenities and are
sold at premium rates. Almost
no care is taken to ensure that
the poor have access to decent
housing,” Ram Khare, member
of the Siddhartha Colony Ghar
Hakka Sangharsha Samiti said.
He added that while issues
around redevelopment are
highlighted around elections,
they continue to remain
unaddressed after the elections.

Dapoli resort: Anil Parab ‘aide’
apologises to Bombay HC, says will
raze unauthorised portlon in 10 days

Dapoli | Sadanand Kadam,
alleged to be a close aide to the
Shiv Sena’s (UBT ) Maharashtra
Legislative Council member Anil
Parab, has apologised to the
Bombay High Court for not
complying with a March 18 order
to demolish an unauthorised
portion of the Sai Resort in
Dapoli and said he will raze it
within 10 days.

Kadam, through advocate
Saket Mone, stated on Friday
that there was some delay as the
demolition of the second floor of
the structure in Ratnagiri
district was taking time owing to
several difficulties.

Kadam, who was present in
the court, also said he would bear
the expenses for demolishing the
unauthorised portion, which is
in violation of a September 12,

2017, order of the Dapoli
subdivisional officer.
It was alleged that the

previous owner of the Dapoli
property was granted permission
to construct a ground-plus-one-
floor structure on the piece of
land. However, Kadam allegedly
constructed more floors without

permission. It was also alleged
the entire plot on which the
resort was constructed was in
Coastal Regulation Zone 111, a no-
development zone, and that no
clearance was secured from the

department or the ministry

concerned for such a
construction. On March 18, the
court accepted Kadam's

undertaking and directed him to
demolish the portion by April 15,
2024. However, it was extended
till the ad interim relief
concerning the part which was
not in violation of the 2017
permission. The court had made
clear that if the undertaking was
not complied with, apart from
other actions, Kadam would be
liable for action under the
Contempt of Courts Act.

On April 17, Kadam informed

the court that he had complied
with his undertaking to demolish
the portion.

On May 10, a single-judge
bench of Justice Madhav Jamdar
accepted his apology for non-
compliance as the second floor of
the structure was yet to be
demolished.

The court passed an order on
Kadam's plea challenging a 2023
demolition notice issued by the
subdivisional officer.

A complaint was filed by the
Union environment ministry
against Parab, Sai Resort, Sea
Conch Resort and others before
the judicial magistrate in Dapoli
for violation of provisions of the
Environment (Protection) Act
1986.

Based on the complaint, the
Enforcement Directorate
registered a money-laundering
case and arrested Kadam on
March 10, 2023. He was released
on bail in February this year.

An FIR was also registered in
this regard at the Dapoli police
station for allegedly deceiving
and causing loss to the state

government.
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