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Arvind Kejriwal’s PA
misbehaved with me:
AAP MP Swati Maliwal

® NEW DELHI: AAP s Rajya Sabha
MP Swati Maliwal on Monday went
to the Civil Lines police station and
alleged that a member of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s personal
staff misbehaved with her. police

officials said.

Police has not yet received a
Maliwal

made PCR calls after the alleged
verbal spat, officials said. The two

formal complaint.

calls were made at 10 am, they said.
A team from the Civil Lines
police station reached the chief

also < i

was no

Party.

minister’s residence after that. There
immediate reaction from
either the chief minister’s residence
or from Delhi’s ruling Aam Aadmi

hed ITIR UG HTel seAd ATald.
ST HIEl FIhR=aT RITel
‘ L8

® Vijayawada

across

and
constituencies

. A wave
of demonstrations swept
through at least five places
Andhra
on Sunday, with many
people demanding money
from political parties in
exchange for votes.
issue i1s not new in the state,
but as inflation rises, so
does the price for votes.
Sources said cash-for-
votes in various assembly
parliamentary

from Rs 1,000 to Rs 6,000,
reports Madhu Rasala.
Polling will be held in

I Th hel.

Q’I\IC*:H":[T A=Y <Lldced]
9\ T TS SMSAT ATHTS=T STER
TuT BIUTR T8, AT GV hida=
T AFH Hicoiersid @i,

Pradesh

The

Saturday evening,

ranged

AP for 175 assembly and
25 LS seats on Monday.
Campaigning concluded

the alleged distribution
of money continued in
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n northern Andhra Pradesh, urban
voters seek gensets in return for votes

TR

;.\

Sattenapalli, voters from
18th ward took to the
streets to protest. claiming
they
money for their votes, but

but were  promised

they never received it.

some places. In Palnadu’s

Maharashtra records

® PUNE: The Maharashtra government
has detected 91
Covid-19 Omicron subvariant KP.2, which

instances of the novel

has surpassed the previously dominant JN.I
variant and is currently the primary driver of
cases in several nations. Pune reported the
highest number of KP.2 cases at 51, followed
by Thane with 20 cases.

Maharashtra first recognized KP.2 cases
in January, and by March and April, it had
become the predominant strain in the region.

Dr Rajesh Karyakarte, the state’s genome
sequencing coordinator, noted that despite the
rise in cases, there has been no corresponding
increase in hospitalizations or severe cases.
The slight surge in cases witnessed by the
state in March, with an average of around 250
detections, is likely due to the spread of the
KP.2 variant, which evolved from JN.1, the
dominant Covid strain at the end of 2023.

Apart from Pune and Thane, seven
cases each were reported in Amravati and

Aurangabad, while Solapur had two cases and

Ahmednagar, Nashik, Latur, and Sangli had
one case each of the KP.2 variant. Notably, no
cases were reported from Mumbai.

The recently identified group of variants,
collectively known as “FLiRT”, primarily
consists of the KP.1.1 and KP.2 strains. The
nomenclature of these strains is derived from
the specific mutations they possess, with one
strain containing mutations represented by
the letters “F” and “L”, while the other strain
features mutations denoted by the letters “R™
and “T™. This subvariant was first identified
globally in January and is now the dominant
strain in the United States.

Characteristics of KP.2 variant

A recent study conducted by Japanese
KP.2
(JN.1.11.1.2) variant, which is a descendant

researchers has revealed that the
of JN.1, possesses three distinct substitutions
in the S protein, including S:R346T and
S:F456L, as well as an additional substitution
in a non-S protein. These genetic changes
have resulted in a notable difference in the
reproduction number of KP.2 compared to its
predecessor, IN.1.

The findings indicate that the reproduction
numberof KP.21s 1.22-, 1.32-, and 1.26-times
higher than that of JN.1 in USA, United
Kingdom, and Canada, respectively.” This
suggests that KP.2 has a higher transmission
rate than JN. 1 in these countries. Surprisingly,
despite its increased reproduction number, the
study also found that the infectivity of KP.2 is
significantly lower than that of JN.1, with a
10.5-fold difference.

Symptoms of KP.2 and JN.1 variants

The most recent information regarding
COVID symptoms and long-term effects

Public health measures

M To stay safe from COVID-19, it is essential to adopt preventive measures such

as wearing masks in crowded spaces, maintaining hand hygiene, practicing physical

distancing, avoiding large gatherings and poorly ventilated areas, disinfecting

frequently touched surfaces, staying home when feeling unwell, staying informed

about local guidelines and supporting community vaccination efforts.

M By adhering to these practices, individuals can significantly reduce the risk of

contracting and spreading the virus, contributing to the collective effort in mitigating

the impact of the pandemic.

suggests that the KP.2 and JN.1 variants,
which currently account for approximately
16% of cases, likely cause symptoms similar
to those associated with other wvariants.
These symptoms include sore throat, runny
nose, coughing, head and body aches, fever,
congestion, fatigue and, in severe cases,
shortness of breath. However, compared
to the early stages of the pandemic, fewer
people now experience loss of taste and
smell. Patients who are often caught off

guard by the fact that COVID can also cause

gastromtestinal symptoms such as diarrhea,
nausea, and vomiting, which are sometimes
mistaken for signs of norovirus.

For individuals who have previously
contracted COVID,
tend to be as mild or milder than their initial
case. Although the incidence of long COVID
is lower now compared to the beginning of

subsequent infections

the pandemic, Fikadu Tafesse, a virus expert
at Oregon Health & Science University,
cautions that repeated infections increase the
risk of developing long COVID.
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