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‘Did not make any exception’: SC
refuses to consider ED objection to
Arvind Kejriwal’s campalgn speech

® NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Thursday
refused to consider the Enforcement Directorate’s
objection against Arvind Kejriwal’s statement during
a poll rally, in which the Delhi chief minister said that
if people vote for AAP, he will not have to go back to
jail on June 2.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar
Datta said that they had not granted any special
treatment to Kejriwal in providing him interim bail for
campaigning in the Lok Sabha elections.

“We have not made any exception for anybody, we
said in our order what we felt was justified,” the bench
said, adding that critical analysis of the judgment is
“welcome™.

The apex court was hearing Kejriwal’s petition
challenging his ED arrest.

Last week, addressing a poll rally in Uttam Nagar,
Kejriwal said that if people vote for him, then he would
not have to go to jail again.

He said: “These people (BJP) are telling me that
I have to go back to jail after 20 days. If you people
press the button enough on the broom (AAP election
symbol), then I will not need to go to jail. There is
power in your hands.”

On May 10, the Supreme Court had granted interim
bail to Kejriwal in a money laundering case related
to the alleged Delhi excise policy scam. The court
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8 years ago, author Amitav Ghosh predicted how
Mumbai hoardings will turn out to be ‘deadly’

® MUMBAIL Eight
years ago, author Amitav
Ghosh had warned that
Mumbai’s big billboards
could become dangerous
during a cyclone.

Ghosh,
consistently emphasized

who has

the problems related to
his
highlighted

climate change in
writings,
the potential
faced by  Mumbai’s
inhabitants in his book
‘“The Great Derangement:

dangers

Climate Change and the

Unthinkable’, he pointed

transformed

settlements, where many into lethal

homes are constructed projectiles.

with metal sheets and The powerful winds

corrugated iron roofs. would hurl these objects
In the event of a with immense force,

Ghosh
these roofing materials to

posing a significant threat
the
high-rise buildings that

cyclone, warns
glass-covered

along with the numerous

Reacting to the post
a user wrote : “Yes sir,
very true. While watching
the storm  unfolding
yesterday. I remembered
you and your books. The
climate crisis is really at
our doorstep and we are
in complete denial mode
(§1€).”

“Mumbai has the most
unaesthetically  placed
billboards in the world.
They are so randomly
placed and in so many
numbers that it mars the

beauty of the city and
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‘Remove 45 billboards
from CR, WR premises’

® MUMBAL

The
Corporation (BMC) has issued a notice to railway

Brihanmumbai  Municipal
authorities, requesting that a structural audit of all
205 hoardings on land belonging to the Central and
Western Railway be conducted. The notice also seeks
the removal of 45 billboards on railway premises that
exceed the approved size. Meanwhile, the civic body
has started acting against illegal billboards across the
city.

“We have issued a notice to the railway authorities
to conduct a billboard audit. We have also asked the
authorities to remove 45 billboards which are larger
than the approved size,” said Additional Municipal
Commissioner Ashwini Joshi.

The BMC’s licensing department had identified
250 billboards on railway property. Of these, 45 flout
the size regulation. It has now sought a structural audit
for billboards that are facing municipal property and
roads. An official said, “Civic chief Bhushan Gagrani
ordered ward offices to start auditing all billboards in
the city. The survey will be completed soon. After that,
immediate action will be taken.” Meanwhile, the civic
body has started removing illegal billboards at Malad
West.

“There was an illegal hoarding over a sweet shop
opposite Malad railway station. We have gotten rid of
it,” said the official. The BMC has also started removing
billboards located at the Ghatkopar railway police
quarters opposite the petrol pump where Monday’s

. . - out the wvulnerability billboards that adorn dominate Mumbai’s its skyline” another user accident happened. “These hoardings are huge. It will
directed him to surrender on June 2. Kejriwal was of the city’s informal the city, would be skyline. wrote. take more days to remove them,” the official added.
arrested on March 21.
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