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BJP MP Brij Bhushan pleads not guilty in sexual
harassment case: ‘Koi sawaal hi nahi hai’

® New Delhi - BIP MP and former Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh on Tuesday pleaded not guilty in
the sexual harassment case registered against him
by the Delhi Police on the complaint of women
wrestlers.

“Koi sawaal hi nahi hai. Galati kiye hi nahi
to maanenge kyun? (There is no question. When
I did not make a mistake, why will I admit to it?*
Singh said when Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (ACMM) Priyanka Rajpoot asked
him if he pleads guilty.

While ordering the framing of charges
against Singh, ACMM Rajpoot noted that abuse

of dominant position, continued perception of

threat to victims, premeditated design and sexual
exploitation of vulnerable female subordinates
formed part of a “pattern™ in respect to the charges
against the BJP MP. *
position in the WFI, coupled with the victims®

...(Bhushan’s) continuing

perception of a continuing threat, shows the acts
of accused no. 1 (Bhushan) was not isolated but
part of a broader pattern of behaviour whereby he
exploited his position of power over an extended
period. These alleged acts, committed in Delhi
and outside Delhi/India, were executed under a
*single criminal enterprise® or ‘single impulse®
to sexually exploit and harass female wrestlers
by abusing his dominant position.,” the ACMM
noted.

It was also observed by the court that there
was a clear “unity of purpose™ or

thought™ behind Singh’s actions to “sexually
exploit vulnerable female subordinates as much

as possible™.

“unity of

“Even during wrestling events,

they (the
female wrestlers) used to avoid going out
independently... Thus, it reflects their fear and
persistent threat posed by the presence of the
accused (Brij Bhushan),” the court observed
while pointing out the hierarchy in the workforce
between Singh, who was in power, and the female
wrestlers who were his subordinates.

Whether or not the offences allegedly committed

by Singh were “continuing™ in nature was one of

the main points to be decided by the court. It was
advocate Rajiv Mohan's (representing Singh) case
that the alleged offences were not continuous
nature and were in fact separate.

Noting that the alleged offences reflected a
“systematic and recurring pattern”, the magistrate
noted that they collectively formed a continuing
offence and were not isolated mcidents. ACMM
Rajpoot also noted that the nature of the sexual
misconduct was “strikingly similar™ and involved
“exploiting professional settings or events™.

Another contention raised by advocate Mohan
was that some of the alleged offences took place
outside India and are therefore outside the “territorial

jurisdiction™ of the Delhi court. He had also earlier
argued that no sanction under Section 188 of the
Criminal Procedure Code had been obtained from
the central government. On the above grounds, he
had sought Singh’s discharge.

The court, however, noted that the alleged
offences suggested a “‘pre-meditated design™ and
that a joint trial can be conducted even if some
offences had occurred outside Delhi since the
offences were part of the “same transaction™. It
was observed by the court that a sanction from the
central government was not needed as the alleged
offences were continuous in nature and several of
them had occurred in Delhi.

A delay of several years in filing some
complaints was also flagged by advocate Mohan.
However, in this respect, the court observed, *
it cannot be denied that it takes significant courage
and camaraderie to speak out agamst such a
powerful person™, adding that the accused could not
be discharged on the grounds of delay alone.

The court had last Friday said there was
sufficient material to frame charges against Singh
under Sections 354 (assault or criminal force to
woman with intent to outrage her modesty) and
354A (sexual harassment) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC). It said for all allegations levelled against
Singh by victim number 6, he has been discharged.
Her charges dated back to 2012. Singh has not been
charged with the offence of stalking under Section
354D of the IPC.

In June last year, Delhi Police had filed a
chargesheet agamnst Bhushan for alleged sexual
harassment, assault and stalking of six women
wrestlers.
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Consumer panel asks bank
to pay Rs 1L for deducting
EMI for loan not availed

@® Mumbai
has directed IDFC Bank to pay Rs 1 lakh
compensation to a man from Navi Mumbai

after 1t deducted EMI for a loan he never

availed.

Holding the bank guilty of deficiency
in service. the District Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission (Mumbai Suburban)

- A consumer commission here

also asked it to refund the EMI amount of Rs
5,676 with interest to the customer.

The order passed by the commission last
month was made available recently.

The complamant claimed that in February
2020, he found out that the bank had deducted
EMI from his account at its Panvel branch for
a loan he had not availed. On enquiry, the bank
informed the complainant that an email was
sent to him, citing that it was an ECS payment,
and when he visited the bank branch, he was
given a loan account. However. when he
logged into the account, the complanant found
an expired voucher from the e-commerce

company Amazon.

TISS seeks dismissal of Dalit PhD student’s court
plea against suspension over antn—natmnal actwmes

® Mumbai - Mumbai's

the institute over *“repetitive misconduct and

anti-national activities”.

The institute informed the court that
the student had approached it without
exercising an alternative remedy of appeal,
before its vice-chancellor, which it said was

available for him.
The institute’s

Tata Institute of
Social Science (TISS) on Tuesday sought
the dismissal of a plea filed by Dalit PhD
student Ramadas K S before the Bombay
High Court challenging his suspension by

submission came when

a vacation bench of Justices Arif S Doctor

and Somasekhar Sundaresan was hearing
Ramadas’s plea for revocation of the April
18 order, which suspended him from its
School of Developmental Studies.
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