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PM Modi says he would have ‘taken’
Kartarpur Gurudwara in 1971. Could India have?

Addressing an election
rally in Patiala in Punjab
Thursday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that
had he been around, he
would have ensured that the
Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara
in Pakistan was “taken™ by
India before releasing the
90,000 Pakistani Prisoners
of War after the 1971 battle
between the two countries.

What could the PM be
talking about?

During the 1971 Indo-
Pak War, a pitched battle
took place between Indian
and Pakistani armies in the
Dera Baba Nanak sector in
Punjab, just a short distance
from the Kartarpur Sahib
Gurdwara in Pakistan. The
gurdwara, associated with
Guru Nanak Dev, is located
barely 246 km from the
international border.

However, the action in
the Dera Baba Nanak sector
was restricted to capturing
a Pakistani
the gurdwara and denying

enclave near

the Pakistani Army access
to a rail-cum-road bridge
over the Ravi River which
would provide them direct
access to Dera Baba Nanak
town in the Indian sector,
with further road and rail
connectivity to the rest of
Punjab.

How did the battle in
the Dera Baba Nanak sector
proceed?

The Army’s
headquartered 11 Corps was

Jalandhar-

responsible for the defence
of the area, right from Dera
Baba Nanak enclave in the
North to south of Anupgarh
in Rajasthan. The Amritsar-
headquartered 15 Division
was responsible for the
defence of Dera Baba Nanak

enclave, and 86 Infantry

[
i
4 i

Brigade was deployed in the
area.

The task given to 86
Infantry Brigade was to
contain any Pakistani threat
from Kassowal enclave, a
portion of Indian territory
across the Ravi River which
could provide a ready
launchpad to the Pakistan
attack

defences in the area. In

Army to Indian

addition, the brigade was
to hit Pakistani
in the Jassar

defences
enclave, so
as to protect the rail-cum-
road bridge and defeat any
potential Pakistani threat.

Festive offer

Was of the
Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara

capture

part of the plans?
There 18 no literature on

the battle available which
that
the historic gurdwara was

suggests capture of
a military objective for the
Dera Baba Nanak Brigade,
which was focused on the
two strategically important
enclaves north and south of
the Ravi, belonging to India
and Pakistan respectively.
The Indian Army was
able to
Pakistanis in

overwhelm the
the

enclave, which was defended

Jassar

by troops of the paramilitary

force Pakistan Rangers.
Their commander was not
present at the company

headquarters when Indian
troops launched their attack
on the intervening night of
December 5-6, 1971.

Shanker,
the of 86
Infantry Brigade, who was

Brig Gauri
Commander
responsible for operations
m the area, was ordered
to eliminate the Pakistani
Baba Nanak

enclave by the moming of

Jassar/Dera

December 6.

S57-year-old tailor arrested for
impregnating teenaged client in Mumbai

The Mumbai police threatened the wvictim my anger: Former PM
have arrested a 57-year- and warned her against H D Deve Gowda warns
old tailor from the eastern revealing the abuse to Prajwal Revanna
suburbs of the city for her family members. The A police  officer

allegedly repeatedly
raping and impregnating
a 15-year-old girl, police
said on Friday.

The

tailor also

matter only came to light
when her family realised
that the girl was pregnant.

In Case You Missed |
Return, surrender or face

get
in  November

said that the minor had
gone to the accused to
her clothes stitched
last
Subsequently, the accused

would call the victim to his
shop several times under
the pretext of recording her
measurements, and each
time he would force himself
on her. He also threatened
to kill her family members
year. if she brought the issue to

anybody’s attention.

Two Pune Police officers suspended for
mishandling Porsche crah case in the beginning

has
officers

Pune Pune Police

suspended two of its
attached to Yerwada Police Station
for dereliction of duty in the mitial
response to the Porsche crash case
that killed two IT engineers on May
19.

“A police inspector and an
assistant police inspector have
been suspended pending inquiry
for dereliction of duty,” a senior
police officer of Pune Police said
confirming the suspension.

Police Inspector Rahul Jagdale
Police

and Assistant Inspector

Vishwanath Todkari mishandled the

investigation and failed to inform
the wireless control room about the
incident in time, the officer added.
Speaking tomediapersonsealrier
today, Pune Police Commissioner
Amitesh Kumar had hinted at the
punitive action against officials

involved in the early stage of the

Porsche crash case. He had said that
the internal inquiry conducted by an
Assistant Commissioner of Police
has prima facie found that there was
‘some negligence’ on part of the
police officers involved in the first
response to the case.

“There was some negligence
by the officers concerned and
that
officer will be taken at the soonest,”

appropriate action against
Kumar had told reporters eaerlier
today when asked about the status

of the
conducted by Pune City Police.

internal inquiry being
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