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In Maharashtra, early trends
showMVA leadmg Mahayutl

Maharashtra shows a
close contest with the

(the BIJP-
alliance)

Mahayuti
NCP-Sena
leading in 20 constituencies, while the Opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)

Independents are leading in two While the counting

1s ahead mn 26. and

continues, reports indicate that the BJP is leading in 20
seats and its alliance partners Shiv Sena, led by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde, in six seats. Meanwhile, the
NCP led by Deputy CM Ajit Pawar is ahead in one
seat. The NCP (SP) led by Sharad Pawar sprung a
surprise by leading in at least nine out of the total 10
seats contested. Initial trends indicate that Baramati’s
sitting MP Supriya Sule was ahead of Ajit Pawar’s
wife Sunetra by over 8,000 votes as of 11.30 am. In
Vidarbha, BJPs senior minister Sudhir Mungantiwar is
trailing in Chandrapur against the Congress’s Pratibha
Dhanorkar. In the 2019 Lok Sabha polls. Chandrpaur
was the lone seat that the Congress won.
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Sukanta Majumder, Nisith Pramanik and Sandeshkhali’s
Rekha Patra among trailing BJP candidates

was also trailing but he
later surged ahead of his
rivals. During the election
campaign, both  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit

@® As trends are emerging in

Lok Sabha election results
2024, top BJP candidates
in West Bengal including
the party’s state president,
Sukanta
Dilip Ghosh are ftrailing.

Majumder, and

In the first few rounds of
the BIP’s
candidate in Tamluk, former

counting, star

Calcutta High Court judge
Abhijit

Gangopadhyay,

Shah said the BJP would get
at least 30 of the 42 seats.
But early trends, which show
the saffron party leading
in around 10 seats, suggest
evenits 2019 tally of 1 8 seats
will be tough to achieve. As
per the early trends, Dilip
Ghosh, a former BIP state
chief, is trailing in Burdwan-
Sukanta
Majumder is trailing in

Durgapur  and

Balurghat. Union minister

Nisith Pramanik is trailing in
Cooch Behar. In Medinipur,
BIP MLA Agnimitra Paul is
trailing behind the TMC’s
actor-turned-politician June
Maliya.

2019
the BJP won all seats in

In the elections,
western and northern parts
of Bengal. But this time,
the ruling TMC is leading
in more than one seat in
these parts. Among Matua-
majority constituencies such
as Ranaghat, Krishnanagar,
Bangaon, the BIP is leading
in Ranaghat and Bangaon,
both of which it won last

fime.
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As Shahu Maharaj heads for
victory, Congress to get an MP
from Kolhapur after 25 years

® With Shahu Maharaj
Chhatrapati establishing
a sizeable lead of over
74,000 at the end of the
17th round of counting,

the Congress is all set to
have an MP from Kolhapur in Maharashtra afier 25
years. Right from the postal ballot and first round of
counting, Shahu Maharaj led over his nearest rival and
sitting MP Sanjay Mandlik of the Shiv Sena, and his
lead surged in every round.
Shahu Maharaj, the descendant of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, approached the counting centre in Kolhapur,
where enthusiastic Congress workers smeared him
with “gulal”. He asked them to wait until the counting
was finished, saying, “Please wait for some more
time.” Congress leader and former minister Sate]
Patil said,’

At the end of the 14th round itself, it became clear

"It was a big day for Congress in Kolhapur.

that Shahu Maharaj would win, and we expect the
momentum to continue. Shahu Maharaj’s victory is
certain for now.”
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