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Central Information Commission can’t comment on
utilisation of MPLADS funds by leglslators' Delhi HC

® Delhi - The Delhi High Court recently
observed that the Central Information
Commission (CIC) has no jurisdiction
to comment on the utilisation of funds
by the members of Parliament under
the Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme.

bench
Subramonium Prasad said in its May 15
order, “The Ld. CIC has no jurisdiction
to comment upon the utilization of funds

A single-judge of Justice

by the Members of Parliament under
the Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS). The
scope of the RTI Act is only to ensure
that information sought for under the
RTI Act is dissipated in order to secure
access to information under the control
of public authorities.”

The high court made the observations
while hearing a plea filed by the
Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation challenging an order
of the CIC passed in relation to an RTI
application.

One Ram Gopa Dixit had filed an RTI
application with the Lok Sabha’s central
public information officer seeking
information on the “work initiated, pending
andcompleted” by Rajesh Diwakar when he
was the Hathras MP. Dixit had also sought
information on the name of the agencies
involved in the construction/initiation/
completion of wvarious public welfare

projects in the Hathras constituency along

' hlln

T ’

f :_?l” LI“5H B UU H T

Wlth “details of MPLADS tund utlllzatlon
and status of works recommended and
executed in North Eastern Railway such as
Road/Railway Station, etc”.

As he was dissatisfied with the reply he
had received, Dixit appealed against it and
subsequently filed a second appeal before
the CIC.

The CIC in its October 16, 2018, order
said, “The Commission noticed that some
MPs are not spending their MPLADS
amounts in the earlier years of their term,
but deliberately accumulating the funds
for last year, preferably before general
elections to gain advantage improperly.
The representatives could not say anything
on this issue.

The MPLADS is criticized for creating
this kind of undue advantage to MPs vis-
a-vis the contestants in the next election.
If this is perpetuated there is a possibility
of questioning it as unconstitutional. The
Commission recommends the Ministry of
Statistics and Program Implementation to
prevent this kind of ‘abuse’ of MPLADS
funds,
to distribute the money equally in each

and implement their guidelines

year...”
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Making hip hop, house music in Marathi, 2

youths try to go inter

@® PUNE - “Taambdi Chaamdi
chamakte unhata”
skin shines in the sun” is the

(*brown

hook of the current track 22 on
Local Pune Pulse on Spotify.

It s a single by Shreyas
Sagvekar (27) and DJ Kratex
(29),
genres in Marathi Indie music,

are the faces of new

where Kratex's house music
meets Sagvear's rap music.

Sagvekar had to run a lot of
errands in the scorching heat

L

of this summer.

“I used to step out of the
house and sun rays would
pierce through skin and make
me all sweaty by the time I

reached the studio. I saw how
the sun rays would make my
brown skin shine, that's where
Taambdi Chaamdi gets its
hook from™, he said.

About the rap, Sagvekar says,
“It 1s about a middle-class
Marathi boy going about his
day, stopping in the middle of
the commute to splash water
on his face to feel better. But
it 1s also about what me and
Kratex. as Marathi individuals,
are trying to achieve in the
music industry. It is about
admiring that struggle and
the dream of taking 1t forward
internationally™.

natlonal with rooted music

About his track *“Bharlela
Taat” (*A plate full”), he says,
“The genres in which [ write,
most of the songs tell stories
about people for whom it is
difficult to put food on their
table. But that was not the
case with me. [ am grateful my
parents could provide me with
a roof over my head and food
everyday. So [ write about
other challenges of a middle
class Marathi boy".

Mumbai receives pre-monsoon showers
as IMD foreasts more rain ahead

® Mumbai - Mumbai News g s

Live The

Updates:
Meteorological
(IMD)
alert

issued a
for
lightning 1n Mumbai,
and Raigad districts

Department
yellow
thunderstorms
Thane,
starting

India

and

has

expressed his
step aside

marks the second time Fadnavis

wish to
from government

roles to focus on leading the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP)
in  Maharashtra.

Meanwhile.

following Fadnavis’s offer to

Thursday. Mumbai experienced

pre-monsoon  showers  on
Wednesday morning, bringing
moderate rain and cloudy skies
to parts of the city. The showers
provided relief from the hot and
humid conditions experienced
on Tuesday when temperatures

reached nearly 36°C. Some areas

of Mumbai faced waterlogging,
and Thane district saw light rain
during the same period.

What 1s happening in politics?
Maharashtra

Minister Devendra Fadnavis,

Deputy  Chief

resp011s1b1hty for the
BJP’s setback in Maharashtra
during the Lok Sabha elections,
offered to

Maharashtra’s

taking

step down as
Deputy Chief
Minister on Wednesday. This

resign, Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde emphasised on collective
responsibility and attributed the
Opposition’s victory to a “false
narrative” suggesting the BIJP
would alter the Constitution.
Shinde added that he would
discuss the matter with the senior

BJP leader.
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