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Pune Sadashiv Peth fire |
‘No fire safety measures, no
system to alert students’:
Hosteler slams negligence
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Rahul Gandhi to ‘think and decide’
even as CWC ‘unanimously’ asks him to
become Leader of Opposition

® Delhi - As the Congress Working
Committee met today to decide on the

Leader of Opposition’s post, several

party leaders were seen pushing for
Rahul Gandhi’s name. While the final
call is yet to be made, sources say that
Rahul has said he “will think it over and
take a decision”. Congress leader K C
Venugopal said the CWC “unanimously
requested” him to take up the role. In the
meeting a day ahead of Narendra Modi
taking oath for the third term, party

chief Mallikarjun Kharge spoke about
the 2024 Lok Sabha results and said the

people have given a “befitting reply to
dictatorial forces™ by reposing faith in
the grand old party.

Later in the day, the the Congress
Parliamentary Party (CPP) with newly-
elected MPs will also hold a meeting.
The party chairperson post is currently
held by Sonia Gandhi. She 1s now in the
Rajya Sabha after deciding not to contest
from the traditional Gandhi family
bastion of Uttar Pradesh’s Rae Bareli,
from where her son and senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi won.

What’s happening on the NDA
front? Narendra Modi’s new council of
ministers 1s expected to be finalised by
the time of the swearing-in ceremony at
7.15 pm on Sunday evening. Hot parleys
seem to be in progress with BJP party
chief J P Nadda reaching leader Amit
Shah’s residence in New Delhi this

Bl T AT IS Tdid Shedl S0 TR,

3 dead, 6 injured as fire breaks out in
factory in Delhi’s Narela

® Declhi - The police control room (PCR)
received a call at 3.35 am reporting the
blaze with no initial information on people
being trapped inside. While the Delhi Fire
Services rushed to the spot with 16 fire
tenders, responders from Narela Industrial
Area police station arrived at the scene to
find the factory engulfed in flames.The
police control room (PCR) received a call
at 3.35 am reporting the blaze with no
initial information on people being trapped
While the Delhi Fire Services
rushed to the spot with 16 fire tenders,

inside.

responders from Narela Industrial Area
police station arrived at the scene to find
the factory engulfed in flames.

Three people died and six others were
injured after a fire broke out at a pulses
Delhi's
Industrial Area early Saturday morning.

processing factory in Narela
The police said that a gas leak in one of
the pipelines caused the fire which led to
overheating of the compressor and a blast.
(PCR)

received a call at 3.35 am reporting the

The police control room

blaze with no initial information on people

being trapped inside. While the Delhi Fire
Services rushed to the spot with 16 fire
tenders, responders from Narela Industrial
Area police station arrived at the scene to
find the factory engulfed in flames.

Nine people rescued and
transported to SHRC Hospital, Narela, but

three were declared dead on arrival. The

WcCrc

deceased were identified as Shyam (24),
Ram Singh (30), and Beerpal (42).

Six others who sustained injuries were
referred to Safdarjung Hospital. While
Pushpender (26), Akash (19), Mohit
Kumar (21), Monu (25), and Lalu (32)
suffered burn injuries, Ravi Kumar (19)
suffered a simple injury from a brick,
officials said.

® Pune - Rahul Kulkarni (40 to 45-years-old), who was
the office assistant of the institute and was sleeping in
his room on the ground floor where the short circuit
occurred. As per Shekhar, a survivor and caretaker of
the five-storey building, the fire began due to a short
circuit on the ground floor, quickly spreading throughout
the building. “There were a total of 48 girls staying in
the building who were successfully evacuated by 2 am
through the emergency door,” he said.

When asked about Kulkarni, Shekhar said he was
unable to contact him as he was stuck and busy helping
girls evacuate.Bhagyashree, a student and hostel
resident, who dialed the emergency number, said that
there was no system in place to alert students about
the fire incident. She was among the last ten girls to be
evacuated. “There were no safety measures and no hostel
warden present. Many girls use LPG cylinders, and if the
fire had reached the fourth and fifth floors, the situation
might have been different,” she added. Bhagyashree
demanded action against institute authorities who were
negligent, including the hostel guard who was absent
during the incident.

Dhirendra Pathak, a watchman from Nishita Tower
which is located in front of the building, said that two
boys from his building had alerted the watchman of the
fire, but he ran out of the building due to fear.

“Rahul sir used to stay on the first floor of the
building in the corner room. His body was recovered
by the medical team around 2:30 am after the fire was
brought under control,” Pathak added.

Sameer Shah, the brother-in-law of Nilay Mehta,
owner of the institute and building, expressed his shock
and said that he had come down from Nashik to handle
the situation. He said he was mentally exhausted dealing
with the situation. but was thankful that all the students

were evacuated on time.
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