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Delhi HC seeks police stand
on Blbhav Kumar s bail plea

® Delhi - The Delhi High
Court on Friday sought the
Delhi Police’s stand in the
regular bail plea of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's
aide Bibhav Kumar in a case
pertaining to the alleged
assault of Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Rajya Sabha MP
Swati Maliwal last month.

A single-judge bench of

Justice Amit Sharma 1ssued

notice to the police asking
them to file their status report
in the matter. The high court
further said that the status
report would also “show the
status of the investigation in
the case™.
Arrested on May I8,
Kumar moved the high court
after the trial court denied him

bail on June 7.
the
senior advocate N Hartharan.

During hearing,
appearing for Kumar, urged
the court to list the matter
earlier arguing that Kumar
had been in custody for over
a month in a case where there
were “no injuries at all”,
More than 30 days [ have
spent in custody in an offence
like this. Why am [ required?
They had themselves sought a
police remand...nothing has

come out of 1t.,” Hartharan
said.

The Delhi Police
submitted that the

investigation was “still going
on and it will take some time".
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® New Delhi:
Pinarayi Vijayan, Union Minister of State
for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh
along with other Ministers paid homage
to the victims of the Kuwait building fire
at Cochin International Airport. An Indian
Air Force (IAF) aircraft carrying the bodies
of 46 Indians killed in the fire arrived at
10:30 am in Kochi. The mortal remains
of the victims will be taken to their native
places including those from Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka. The flight will then leave for
Delhi with mortal remains of victims from
other states.

What has initial probe revealed? Indian
embassy officials met the Kuwait fire
incident survivors and investigators on
Thursday and glaring lapses have emerged
from the initial probe. Sources told The
[ndian Express there were around two
dozen gas cylinders on the ground floor
of the seven-storey building, inflammable
materials like paper, cardboard and plastic
as partitions to separate the workers in the
cramped rooms and locked doors to the
rooftop that did not allow workers to escape
to the rooftop.

Kerala Chief Minister

What’s the death toll ? According to
Kuwaiti officials, 46 of the 49 dead have
been identified as Indians and three from

Philippines. About 50 others were injured
in the Wednesday night blast in the building
that housed 196 migrant workers in Mangaf,
south of Kuwait City. Kuwait Building Fire
Live Updates: Death of workers underlines
vulnerability of Indian migrants

The death of 46 Indian workers in a fire in
Kuwait is a reminder of the dismal working
conditions of a large, and often ignored,
section of the Indian diaspora. The labour
camp that was gutted on Wednesday was
reportedly packed beyond capacity. The
rapid spread of the blaze and the high
number of casualties indicate that the six-
storey building did not have adequate
safety provisions, such as fire exits and fire-
fighting equipment.

After a prayer with wife beside him, Chandrababu
Naidu gets to work, starts by scrapping Jagan legislation

@ Hyderabad - Scrapping
Land
sanctioning

the controversial
Titling  Act,
teacher
skill
social

recruitment and

census,  Increasing
welfare  pensions,
and reviving Anna canteens
— these are the five key
decisions that Telugu Desam
Party’'s N. Chandrababu
Naidu  took

evening after he took charge

Thursday

as the state’s chief minister
for the fourth time.

Significantly, his first
act as CM was to scrap the
highly controversial Land
Titling Act, enacted by the
previous Y.S. Jagan Mohan

Reddy government. This

legislation had become a

Amaravati

Committee.
approved
increase  social

Secretariat

for 16,347 teacher posts
under the District Selection

He
proposals  to

pensions fo Rs 4,000/month,
skill

chamber in Block 1 of the scrapped the programme
Secretariat after 4:45 pm. after it came to power.

The second file Before he took charge as
pertained to recruitment CM, Naidu visited the Lord

Venkateshwara temple at
Tirumala and the Sri Druga
also temple at Vijayawada to
offer his prayers before
welfare heading to  Amaravati.
Besides Naidu, 24 ministers,

CENsus

major election issue in the
assembly polls, with Naidu’s
TDP alleging that it could be
misused to grab or entangle
immovable properties that
did not have the requisite
documentation — including
ancestral lands — in endless
litigations. Naidu also signed
files related to these at the

giving his stamp of approval
to implement some of the
promises he made during

campaign.
These decisions are to be

his  election
implemented immediately.

As  priests
hymns, Naidu, with his wife
Bhuvaneswari beside him,

chanted

took charge mn a special

conducting
among youth and reviving
the *Anna’ canteens.

A flagship initiative
under the previous Naidu
breakfast at

the Anna canteen cost Rs 5/

government,

plate while other meals cost
between Rs 5 and Rs 15/
plate. The YSR government

including Jana Sena Party
chief Pawan Kalyan and
the CM"s son Nara Lokesh
Naidu — a first-time MLA
— were also sworn in
Wednesday. Although the
official announcement is
still awaited, Pawan Kalyan
is likely to be made deputy
CM.
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