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MPCB tells HC, court seeks effective steps Ice-cream firm rubbishes police claim of finding

@ MUMBAI - The Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board (MPCB)
on Thursday
Bombay High Court that so far
it has conducted physical audits

informed  the

of 191 red category (highly
polluting) industries in Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR)
and has considered actions in
28 cases including issuance of

show cause notice and interim
directions.
Red category industries

have a high pollution potential

and include thermal power
plants, large chemical industries
and refineries

After the MPCB submitted

that it 1s also taking steps to

A Benjamin Franklin quote, ED silence on how proceeds
of crime were utilised in Goa elections by AAP

@® DELHI - Three months

after he was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate 1
a money laundering case
related to the Delhi excise
policy case being probed
separately by the CBI. Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal was
granted bail by a Delhi court
on Thursday.

“...ED 1s silent about the
facts as to how the proceeds
of crime have been utilised n
Assembly Elections at Goa by
AAP as admittedly after about
two years, the bigger portion

L '-v“-!ﬁr‘Ln-Lu'

upgrade monitoring of Air
Quality Index (AQI) levels, the
court said that it 1s an ’emergent
situation’ and ‘it goes without
saying’
to be updated with change in
technology and the MPCB does

not have to wait for court orders

that equipment has

on the same.

of the alleged amount remains
to be traced out.” Special
Judge Niyay Bindu observed
in her 25-page order granting
bail to the Delh1 CM.

While granting him bail
on Thursday, Judge Bindu
also declined the ED’s plea
to keep the bail order in
abeyance for 48 hours. The
ED approached the Delhi
High Court on Friday against
the grant of bail.

Commenting on the
argument of the ED that

investigation 1s an art,

said  that

The
‘hotspots’ can be 1dentified only
through efficient monitoring of

bench

air pollution levels and only then
the authorties can take corrective
and preventive measures to
deal with the issue. A division
bench of Chief Justice Devendra

Kumar Upadhyaya and Justice

Ginsh S Kulkarm was hearing
a suo motu PIL and other pleas
imtiated and filed after noting
various news reports, including
the “Death by Breath” seres
by The Indian Express which
presented an “alarming scenario”
of air pollution, beginning 1n
November 2023.

In March, this year, HC
directed MPCB to imtiate a
rigorous air pollution audit of
industries in MMR and said in
the first phase, pollution audit
of red-category industries can
be undertaken. The MPCB had
submitted a road map for the
audit to be completed in fifteen
months.

the Court said this could
mean that material 1s being
“artistically” procured against
the accused and this could
also lead to the inference that
the “agency was not acting
without a bias.”

truth
cannot be revealed by those

“...the complete
persons who have resiled
from their earlier statements,”
the Judge said, pulling up
the Central probe agency for
relying on the statements of

injured worker, says ‘will make concrete proof public’

® PUNE - A DAY after Mumbai
police, investigating the ‘flesh found
said they had
traced the worker in Indapur’s Fortune

In ice-cream case’,

Dairy Industries who had met with an
accident and had lost part of his finger,
the ice cream company directors have
refuted the claim. They said none of
their workers had met with any such
accident and that they would soon
make public the ‘concrete proof” they
have.

On June 12, 26-year-old Brandon
Ferrao, a Mumbai based doctor, filed
a complaint with Malad police station
when he found a piece of flesh with
a nail in a Yummo’s butterscotch

other co-accused persons

PMLA, bail of the accused

ice cream (whose parent company
is Walko QSR Company) which he
had ordered via delivery app Zepto.

The Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) had started
an inspection of the Indapur unit of
Walko’s
third party manufacturer and had

Fortune Dairy Industries,

issued an order for production to
be stopped. Mumbai police had, on

Wednesday, identified the injured
worker as Omkar Pote (24) who hails
from Satara and is employed in the
factory of Fortune Dairy Industries.
Police said the worker admitted that
on May 11 his finger was cut off when
he was working at the scotch crushing
machine. Police said they had sent his
sample to the Forensic Sciences Lab
to be matched with the piece of flesh
found in the ice cream.Sachin Jadhav,
one of the directors of Fortune Dairy
Industries, said, “I want to assert that
none of our staffers suffered any injury
in which a finger was severed. We have
earlier said this is an attempt to malign
the image of the Yummo brand.”

ucdleR folasurcid for2siol
SIAAAiolT ATS AAIEIARI CUIR
- 311, 3MHIGIR &iRIofieT urciet

turning approvers. It was also
observed by the Court that
the ED was not able to prove
that co-accused Vijay Nair
was acting on the directions
of CM Kejriwal. The Court
also noted that even if co-
accused Vinod Chauhan and
Chanpreet Singh had
relations with each other” and

“close

Kejriwal was acquainted with
them, this would not help the
agency to prove his guilt.
“This 1s also noticeable
that in the cases under the

becomes an impossible task
to obtain as on one pretext
or the other vestigating
agency gives its own reasons
which puts the accused in a
situation almost equivalent
to a convict without any
hope to be released from the
gloomy atmosphere of jail.
The
grave 1f later on, the accused

situation becomes...

comes out to be mnocent and
the agony he has undergone
the

remains unexplamed.”

order said.
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