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@ New Delhi - Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Saturday morning chaired
a pre-budget meeting with f| -
Fmance Ministers of all States
and Union Territories. The Pre- JUIN
Budget Meeting 1s organised ;5_.» | |
by the Ministry of Finance and ‘
Corporate Affairs with Finance
Ministers of all the States and Union Territories
(with Legislature) to take suggestions for the
upcoming Union Budget 2024-25.

Ministers of State along with other
stakeholders are participating in the meeting
and visuals showed Uttar Pradesh Finance
Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna, and Finance
Minister of Rajasthan Diya Kumari at the
Bharat Mandapam venue before the meeting
this The
Fmance Ministry had begun consultations

commenced morning. Union
on the budget a few days ago with different
stakeholders of the economy. Sitharaman has

met economusts, finance and capital market

'Was Left With No Choice But To...'
Hunger Strike Over Delhi Water Crisis Enters Day-2 *light In Kerala

® Declhi - As Delhi continues
to battle the water crisis amid
the sorching heat, Delhi's Water

experts and industry bodies.
Sitharaman chaired the first
pre-budget consultations with
leading economists on June
19. The meeting was attended
by Union Minister of State for
¢ Finance Pankaj Chaudhary, the
' finance secretary, secretaries

of the of
economic affairs, revenue, financial services

departments

and corporate affairs and the chief economic
adviser. Meanwhile, Sitharaman will also
chair the 53rd Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council Meeting scheduled m the second half
of the day.

This 1s the first meeting of the GST Council
after the formation of the new government.
State finance ministers will also be present at
the 53rd meeting of the Goods and Services
Tax Council. As 1s the norm, the GST Council
gets together to discuss 1ssues pertaining to the
GST regime, such as tax rates, modifications
to policies, and administrative challenges.
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neighbouring states. Delh
receives a total of 1005 MGD
of water that is supplied to the
houses 1in Delhi. Of this, 613

"Yesterday,
supplied

110 MGD

amount of water (than the
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Haryana

lesser

Minister and AAP leader Atishi,
who 1s currently on an indefinite
hunger strike over the issue,
said on Saturday that she will
continue her fast until Haryana
Government supplies water to
the national capital and 28 lakh
people of the city get access to
water.

The Delhi
that the city receives a total of
1005 MGD of water from its
neighbouring states and out of
the total water supply 613 MGD

Minister said

of water comes from Haryana.
She claimed that Haryana has
been releasing only 513 MGD of
water for the past several weeks.

"l was left with no choice
but to sit on a fast...Even today,
the situation of water crisis

Atishi said on the
second day of her indefimite

persists,"

hunger strike.

"This 1s the second day
of my fast. There is an acute
shortage of water in Delhi...
Delhi receives water from its

MGD of water comes from
Haryana but for the past several
weeks, 1t has been releasing
only 513 MGD...Due to this
more than 28 lakh people in
Delhi are not receiving water...I
tried

Haryana Government didn't

everything but when

agree to supply water, [ was left
with no choice but to sit on a
fast...Even today, the situation
of water crisis persists," Atishi
said.

designated)...I will continue my
fast until Haryana Government
supplies water to Delhi, until 28
lakh people of Delhi get water,"
she further stated. Atishi sat on
an indefinite hunger strike on
Friday, alleging that the Haryana
government 1s not releasing the
capital’s share of water. She
was accompanied by AAP
leader Sanjay Singh and other
members of the party at Bhogal,
near Jangpura where she sat on

an indefimte hunger strike.

® Kozhikode (Kerala): A hoax bomb threat
was made with regard to an Air Arabia
flight scheduled to leave for Sharjah
from the Calicut International Airport on

Saturday morning, leading to the aircraft
being grounded while the bomb detection
squad of the police inspected it, airport
sources said.

One of the passengers who arrived on

AtiShi As Her Hoax Bomb Threat To Air Arabia
's Calicut Airport

the aircraft from Sharjah to Calicut had left
a note saying 'bomb' on one of the seats
and it was found by the ground staff before
boarding commenced, a senior airport
official said.

Subsequently, the police were alerted,
the aircraft was grounded and the bomb
detection squad carried out a thorough
inspection of the plane, the official said.

"It was later found that the note was
a hoax bomb threat. The inspection and
security drills have just been concluded.
We are awaiting a report from the bomb
detection squad before the flight is cleared
for take off," the official said around 11
am. He also said that the flight, which was
scheduled to depart around 8.30 am, will
now leave at around 5 pm.
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