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Motorists on Pune-Solapur highway allege extortion
at defunct toll plazas of Kavadl Pat, Kasurdi.

Motorists have

the
Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) to act against
the illegal levying of ‘user

Pune -

demanded National

fee’ from the now-defunct
toll plazas at Kavadi Pat
and Kasurdi road on the
Pune-Solapur highway.

They
people have been misusing
the toll booths, which were
shut down m 2019, at night
to target drivers from outside
Maharashtra.

Pune-based RTI activist
Vivek Velankar
the president of Sajjan
Nagarik  Manch

alleged some

who 18

argued

that a temporary shutdown

should not last more than
five years as miscreants
are taking advantage of the
situation, especially during
nights. He also said that the
defunct booths are creating
drivers

a nuisance for

by causing congestion,

including the speed breakers

near them.

“How long will they
remain ‘temporarily’ closed?
They can be rebuilt later.
But for now, they should
be removed as they are
becoming obstacles on the
highway,” he said.

However, NHAI denied
the claims of extortion and

said there 1s a possibility of
resuming the operation of the
toll plazas and hence they
cannot be removed.

“We also need to verify
whether  the
being filed are genuine or

complaints

false, as no one should have
an 1ssue with the toll booth
infrastructure. Some local
shop owners and hotels may
have their own concerns,
which they are ftrying
to address through false
complaints,” added Abhijeet
Aute, Manager Technical,
NHAI (Pune).

Aute explained that the

toll booths were shut down

when they fell under the
jurisdiction of the National
Highway  Public  Works
Department(NHPWD). “The
toll booths have been closed
for more than five years, but
this 1s not permanent due
to some pending proposed
work. They will be reopened
in a few years with the same
infrastructure,” he said.

Vibhute,
Superintendent ~ Engineer
at NHPWD, attributed the
reason behind the shutdown
of the toll booths to the
completion of the concession
period of the Build-Operate-
Transfer (BOT) project.
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PRTC employees allege mishehavior by toll employees,
block traftfic on Zirakpur-Patiala highway

the buses.
The

allege that on due to a

protestors

long queue of vehicles
Wednesday

the buses

on

morning,

were stranded at the
toll, and when the toll

staff was confronted,

BRI YT FAVIT 1AL THd! S8
IR STl ST Hifirael & STEITUge
T e kel o STERTST TTTTeR e & o
TS AT THIT TS BIEUTRY F7fr fegfeatumese
FHITHUI Surere GHT ATere, @iser g
HEdT, AT BIITRE STHHTe STedey T
ferrst = & Ut a.

New Delhi - Some of
the protesting PRTC
employees said that
they have asked the
toll staftf to

reserve one lane for

plaza

the buses as the bus

operators have a time

crunch.
The
of  Punjab

employees
Road
Tftahsport
Corporation (PRTC)
the traffic
at  Azeejpur toll

plaza on Zirakpur-

Jjammed

Patiala highway on
Wednesday, alleging
misbehave by the toll
employees. Hundreds
of commuters faced
problems after entry
at the toll plaza was

blocked by parking

they attacked a bus
driver. Some of the
PRTC
employees said that
they have asked the
staff to

reserve one lane for

protesting

toll plaza

the buses as the bus
operators have a time

crunch.

More trouble for Gurgaon’s
Chintels Paradiso: Seventh tower
declared unsafe for occupancy

Delhi - A recent report from
the Central Building Research
Institute stated that Tower C n
Gurgaon’s Chintels Paradiso
residential society 1s unsafe
for habitation due to rapid
corrosion caused by high levels
of chlorides and significant
carbonation.

Tower C 1s the seventh
declared

the

towered Chintels Paradiso. “In

tower to  be
uninhabitable 1in nine-
view of the high chloride content
in the structure and owing to
the large number of failures of
structural elements considering
(obtained 1n the
structural analysis and design
results as per IS Standards),

COrrosion

the safe demolition of TOWER
C 1s
the human safety, feasibility/
durability of retrofitting/ repairs,

uneconomical retrofitting, and

advisable considering

recurring maintenance cost,”
the audit report stated. In
February 2022, a portion of a
sixth-floor apartment m Tower

D collapsed to the first floor,

killing two women and injuring
a man. Following this, Deputy
Commussioner Nishant Kumar
Yadav ordered the evacuation of
six towers —D., E, F, G, H and
recently J— of the residential
complex, all of which were
declared unfit for habitation
structural

owing to several

flaws, over the last two years.
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