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Nashik court summons Rahul
Gandhi in defamation case over

Savarkar remarks
'{ Nashik

court

: A magistrate
in  Maharashtra’s

Nashik recently issued

o a summons to Congress
"W% MP Rahul Gandhi in a

defamation case over his

alleged remarks on Hindutva ideologue V D Savarkar.
“Having considered the submissions made before me
and considering the record, it appears that the statements
made by the accused against patriotic person prima-fa-
cie seem to be defamatory. There are sufficient grounds
to proceed in the case,” the order passed by an additio-
nal chief judicial magistrate in Nashik on September 27
said. The complainant in the case claimed that he had
watched Gandhi’s press conference and speech in 2022
in which he made remarks on Savarkar, alleging that
they were defamatory in nature.The complainant sub-
mitted to the court that Gandhi had said that “Savarkar is
BJP and RSS Jin” and that “with a folding hand Savar-
kar prayed for release and later on promise to work for
the British Government”. The complainant claimed that
these were statements which were aimed at creating a
loss of reputation and defaming Savarkar. The complaint
sought action under sections of the Indian Penal Code

pertaining todefamation and intentional insult.

Osho followers in Pune deny UK
woman’s rape charges: ‘baseless and
have no truth whatsoever’

Pune : After a British woman
alleged she was raped over 50
times i Osho ashrams across
the world in the 1970s, the
controversial guru’s
assoclates denied the charges
on Tuesday and said children
were not allowed inside the
ashram located in upscale
Koregaon Park area of Pune

close

city. In an mterview with The
Times, the UK-based news-
paper, the 54-year-old woman
has alleged she was forced to
engage In sexual activities
from the age of seven after
her mother was drawn to the
cult. The woman also alleged
that between the age of 7 and
11, she and her friends were
coerced into performing sex-
ual acts onadult men living in
the ashram before these esca-

lated to rape. A documentary,
Children of the Cult, made
by Maroesja Perizonius 1s
also based on the woman’s
allegations against the Osho

ashrams. “If these allegations
also pertain to the ashram in
Pune of the 70s, then they
seem to have been made with
an intention to make mo-
.They are baseless and
have no truth whatsoever so

ney..

far as Pune’s Osho ashram of

the 70s 1s concerned...This 1s
because children were never
allowed 1nside the ashram
except for once during lun-
ch break,” Swami Chaitanya
Keerti, a close associate of
Osho who jomned the ashram
in 1974 and was with lhim
for at least 15 vyears, told
The Indian Express. Swami
Chaitanya Keerti — who has
been ousted from Osho Inter-
national Meditation Resort, a

new name given to the Osho
ashram, and now heads the
group
—also served as the editor of
Osho Times. Ma Amnit Sad-
hana, spokesperson for Osho
Meditation
Resort, said, *“The 21 mem-

‘Rebel Sannyansins’

International

bers who run the Resort have
collectively decided not to
respond to the allegations as
the Resort has nothing to do
with them™. Keerti said chil-
dren were not allowed to stay
at the Pune ashram so the qu-
estion of their sexual exploi-
tation cannot arise. “Only
parents could come inside
the ashram and participate n
the meditation and commune
activities whole day, and chil-
dren could come during lunch
hour only,™ he added.

SIT probe into Tirupati Laddus
‘adulteration’ temporarily
stalled Andhra DGP

New Delhi :
cial Investigation Team
(SIT) probe into *adulte-
ration’ of Tirupati Lad-

The Spe-

dus has been temporari-
ly stalled as the case is

under Supreme Court’s
purview, PTI quoted Andhra Pradesh DGP as saying
on Tuesday. “First they (SIT) have to understand the
process, study it and take all the information, but in the
meantime, an order has come from the Supreme Co-
urt and in line with that, we have stopped it (probe),”
Andhra top cop Dwaraka Tirumala Rao said in a state-
ment according to PTI. On Monday, the SIT inspected
the flour mill in Tirumala where the ghee is stored and
tested in the lab before being used to prepare Laddus.
On Monday, the Supreme Court while observing that
gods should be kept away from politics, questioned
Andhra chief minister Chandrababu Naidu's public
statement alleging that animal fat was used in making
Laddus under previous Jagan Mohan Reddy govern-
ment. “It is very clear from the report that this is not the
Ghee which has been used. Unless you are sure, how
did you go to public with that?” a bench of Justices B
R Gavaiand K V Viswanathan said.
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