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The court emphasised

High Court on Thursday
ordered an expedited
magisterial inquiry into
the custodial
a janitor accused in the
Badlapur sexual assault
case, whose father has
alleged he was killed in a
fake encounter by police.
The court said the father
would be heard during
the inquiry.

A bench of Justices

Revati Mohite-Dere and

death of

while hearing the father’s
plea seeking an inquiry
by a Special Investigation

Team, sought a report of

the magisterial inquiry by
November 18.
Advocate-General Bi-
rendra Saraf informed the
court that the postmortem
report and the inquest
panchnama had been for-
warded to the magistrate
along with other relevant

documents.

the need to properly exa-
mine the police officer
who sustained a gunshot
injury and to 1investiga-
te his injury certificate.
“The bullet njury must
also be having some re-
sidue so as to correlate
which gun’s bullet hit
him.” it remarked.

The bench observed
that the glass or bottle
from which the accused

allegedly drank water

was an important piece

of evidence and inqui-
red whether fingerprints
from it had been taken
and examined.

On September 23, the

while being transported

killing.

by the police. Respon-

23-year-old janitor, ar-
rested in August for alle-
gedly sexually assaulting
two four-year-old girls

at a school in Badlapur,

in a police vehicle. The
police claimed he was
killed in
ring” after he snatched an

“retaliatory fi-

officer’s service weapon
and fired three rounds,
injuring an officer.
According to the po-
lice, the man was initially
handcuffed, but one hand
was freed when he requ-
ested a glass of water.
The Maharashtra CID 1s

During the last hea-
ring, on September 25,
the court questioned the
police’s claim that the ac-
cused was killed in reta-
liatory firing, stating that
“this cannot be termed as
an encounter”.

On Thursday. Ad-
vocate-General Saraf
submitted that all directi-
ons issued by the court
during the last hearing

ding to the court’s qu-
eries, he said there was
no ricochet pattern in the
mjury sustained by the
policeman and that a total
of four shells were reco-
vered during the invest-
igation. The court noted
that as the bullets were
tired from two different
firearms, the “firing pin”
of the gun could serve as
conclusive proof in the

Thane., was shot dead

investigating the janitor’s

had been complied with

casc.

Govt delay in publishing full list of candidates
eligible for Sarathi scholarship keep students
pursuing higher studies abroad hanging

Pune : Sakshi (name chan-
ged), a student from Maha-
rashtra, currently studying in
Europe constantly finds her-
self buying cheaper unhealt-
hy foods as wholesome and
nutritious fruits and vegeta-
bles are on the higher end of
pricing. She also spends 40
minutes walking to the cam-
pus from her accommoda-
tion instead of using public
transport in order to save all
the money she can.
“Throughout the day, I
constantly find myself wor-
rying whether I will be se-
lected for the scholarship or
not. I constantly find ways
to cut down my expenditu-
re, like walking everywhere,
and these things take away
from my study hours. So

it feels like I am not doing

justice to the purpose [ came
here for. One needs a stress-
free environment to excel at

studies,” she said.

Sakshi had applied for

the Sayajirao Gaekwad Sa-
rathi scholarship this year,
which is yet to declare a list
of selected candidates, even
as the courses have already
started. The Maharashtra
government had approved
the Sayajirao Gaekwad Sa-

rathi scholarship for merito-
rious students coming from
Maratha community to pur-
sue higher studies abroad.
The ap-
proved in July 2023, is for

scholarship,

students from Maratha and
Kunbi categories from Ma-
harashtra, through Sarthi—a
non-profit government
company for Marathas. The
scholarship is given to pur-
sue masters degree, postgra-

duate diploma (PG diplo-

ma), as well as PhD. In the
first year, 75 students were
expected to benefit from
the scholarship. However, a
government resolution (GR)
declared names of 21 selec-
ted candidates, for all cour-
ses combined.

“Last year, Sarathi recei-
ved only 83 applications.
This year, the number of
applications is around 150
and the seats are 75. The
application has still not been
verified by the Sarathi orga-
nisation. Directors have not
yet had time to look into this
plan. Once this process is
completed, the applications
go to the selection commit-
tee in the Ministry and then
the list is prepared, which
usually takes a month.

“Forest officials don’t hate animals”: SC
on Raj order to kill man-eater leopard

Navi Delhi : The Supreme Court
on Thursday said forest officials
don’t hate animals while hearing
a petition challenging the order by
the Rajasthan government to shoot
man-eating leopard on sight.

The development comes at a
time when the Rajasthan govern-
ment has hired an expert shooter to
kill the man-eating leopard.

A bench headed by justice
Bhushan R Gavai said, “The or-
der also provides that an attempt
should be first made to tranquilise
and trap. Don't think forest offici-
als hate these animals. They love
them and are not anti-animals.”

The court was hearing a peti-
tion filed by wildlife activist Ajay
Dubey who challenged the shoot-
at-sight order issued by the state
authorities on October 1.

The bench, also comprising
justices PK Mishra and KV Viswa-

‘l'r'
.A'

¢ i ”'":S‘:\:.“ "
i U H N & :

nathan permitted the petitioner to
approach the Rajasthan high court.
Advocate Siddharth R Gupta
appearing for Dubey said that he
apprehended danger to the leo-
pard’s life as there are several leo-
pards which have been trapped wit-
hout identifying the killer leopard.
He said that following the
shoot-at-sight order issued by the
Chief Wildlife Warden (CWW),
sharp shooters have been called in
from Hyderabad who are surveying
the area with an intention to kill.
He said that the order issued by
the authorities violates the standard
operating procedure (SOP) issued
by the National Tiger Conservati-

on Authority (NTCA) to deal with
such situations. It said that killing
should be the last resort, Gupta ad-
ded. He further submitted that this
SOP was considered by the Bom-
bay high court when a similar in-
stance arose where the authorites
were tracking down a man-eater
tiger. “If Bombay high court can
do it, why not the Rajasthan high
court. Why don’t you go to the high
court. You can get relief there.” the
bench said, granting liberty for the
petitioner to approach the high co-
urt.

The order of October 1 was is-
sued following reported incidents
of leopards attacking humans bet-
ween September 18 and 30.

The attacks were reported from
areas of Gram Panchayat Chhali,
Majavad, and Madar.

The six cases resulted in death of

Bagdunda,

humans.
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