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Patna Pirates squad analysis for

upcommg Pro Kabaddi League Season 11

New Delhi : The three-tume
Pro Kabaddi League (PKL)
champions Patna Pirates will
be eager to reclaim title glory
after crashing out in the se-
The
most successful team m PKL

mi-finals last season.
history, the Pirates claimed
a hat-trick of Pro Kabaddi
triumphs from Season 3 to 5
and will be keen to get their
hands on the coveted trophy
once agam. Narender Red-
hu, who led Patna Pirates to
the semi-finals in PKL 10 as
head coach, will once again
hope to help the Pirates en-
joy another solid campaign
and qualify for the playoffs.
at the very least. They were
one of the busiest teams at
the Season 11 Player Aucti-
on table and bought more
than a dozen players to add

to their squad. Here's a clo-
ser look at their strengths and
weaknesses ahead of the new
campaign. Strengths: The Pi-
rates’ biggest strength m PKL
11 1s likely to be the depth of
their squad across both attack
and defence. The Season 11
Player Auction saw them buy
plenty of talents with defen-
der Shubham Shinde being

their most expensive purchase
at Rs 70 lakh followed by
all-rounder Gurdeep at Rs 59
lakh. Their raiding unit could
be led by Sudhakar M. who
was a revelation in his debut
campaign that saw him notch
up 103 raid points. Sandeep
Kumar 1s another promising
raider who will look to better
his previous tally of 86 raid

points for the Pirates in what
was also his first PKL season.
Their attack also features the
likes of Meetu Sharma and
Jang Lee, who have amassed
267 and 471 raid points re-
spectively. Sumilar to their at-
tack. Patna Pirates also boast a
lot of numbers and variety in
defence. Shubham Shinde and
Deepak Singh, who have ac-
cumulated 151 and 61 tackle
poimts m PKL respectively are
expected to be their leaders in
defence, while all-rounders
Gurdeep and Ankit are also
likely to chip m. Gurdeep has
85 tackle pomts under his belt
in PKL., whereas Ankit ma-
naged 66 tackle points in his
sole season so far. Weaknes-
ses: As far as weaknesses are
concerned, the lack of quah-
ty like-for-like replacements

from last season i both attack
and defence could potentially
hurt the Pirates. Despite their
squad depth and quantity of
players and the lack of quality
options to replace the likes of
their lead raider last season,
Sachin along with ex-skipper
Neera) Kumar may come back
to haunt Patna Pirates. Kris-
han, who was their best defen-
der last season with 78 tackle
points, won't be a part of the
team in the upcoming season
etther, meaning the Pirates are
without both their best raider
and defender from last season.
With Jang Lee being the only
raider 1n their team to play
more than 60 games m PKL.
the lack of experience n atta-
ck coupled with the Pirates’
defensive frailties cannot be

ignored.

India’s World No 92 Ayhika Mukherjee
stuns Korean World No S Shm Yubin

India’s Asian Games dou-
bles Ayhika
Mukherjee was back to her

medallist

giant-killing ways in sing-
beating World No 8
Shin Yubin of Korea in the

les,

team quarterfinals of Asian
Championships table tennis
at Astana, Kazakhstan, on
Tuesday.

In a stunning blitz, Ay-
hika twice parried off Shin’s
comebacks, to win 11-9,
7-11, 12-10, 7-11, 11-7.

Playing the first match
of the tie against second-se-
eded team Korea, Ayhika
was fielded to play the first
singles — dealt the toughest
player of the deck. Shin is
a 20-year-old Korean whiz
who reached the semifinals
of Paris Olympics.

Korea have two main
players, Shin and Jeon lij-
hee who is World no.l6,

and the audacious paddler
from Bengal was tasked
with playing the first match
so that Manika Batra could
get a winnable matchup
against Jeon to double the
points. India’s highest-ran-
ked ranked Sreeja Akula,
got the easier match as she
was easing back into com-
petition, after coming back
from injury. Ayhika would
fight back from 2-8 down
in the crucial third game to

win it 12-10. Left out of the
Olympics where Archana
Kamath was in her place,
Avyhika,
doubles bronze with state

who won Asiad
mate Sutirtha Mukherjee,
was determined to prove
the fight is burning in her.
Ayhika was able to defend
Shin's forehand attacks with
the really difficult backhand
slices. What was impressive
as always was her calmness
under pressure.

Injured Musheer Khan & Sarfaraz Khan cele-
brate Irani Cup v1ct0ry Wlth Their Father

Khan missed

thelrani Cup tournament

Musheer

for Mumbai due to an in-
jury from car accident but
that did not stop him from
celebrating the triumph.

The cricketer shared
a picture with his brother
Sarfaraz and father Naus-
had Khan from the Irani
Cup felicitation ceremo-
ny which took place in
Mumbai.

Musheer was travel-
ling with his father Naus-
had Khan from Azam-
garh to Lucknow to take
part in the Irani trophy
when his car hit a divi-
der and overturned on the
Purvanchal Expressway.
Musheer sustained a neck
fracture, while his fath-
er suffered minor inju-
ries. The young batter is

expected to be out of acti-
on for a some time due to
his injury.

Despite his absence,
Mumbai went on to win

the trophy after a gap of

27 years. Mumbai’s Ira-
ni Cup-winning captain,
Ajinkya Rahane, shared
that both he and head co-
Salvi faced

immense pressure during

ach Omkar

the last day’s first session
of the match against the
Rest of India team. The
tense situation kept them

_' g ‘

on edge, especially when
the team was struggling
at 153-6.

However Mumbai’s
lower order turned the
game around when Sar-
faraz Khan and Shardul
Thakur were dismissed
early on the final day.
Spin all-rounder Tanush
Kotian’s unbeaten 114
and Mohit Avasthi’s 51%*
helped secure a crucial
first-innings lead.

This marks Mumbai’s
first Irani Cup win since

the 1997-98 season. The
domestic cricket giants
reached the finals eight
times since then but fell
short on each occasion,
with their last appearance
in the 2015-16 season.
While Musheer was
not able to play in the
Irani Trophy, his brother
Sarfaraz scored a thun-
dering double hundred in
the first innings for Mum-
bai. Afier being awarded
the player of the match,
dedicated the

win to his brother.

Sarfaraz.

“This trophy is the
team’s, but I promised at
home that I would make
a hundred for Musheer.
This one is for him,” Sar-
faraz told the broadcaster
during the post-match in-

terview

Thank you for unforgettable memories”

+ Manu

Bhaker pens down farewell note for Dipa Karmakar

New Delhi Double
Olympic medallist Manu
Bhaker penned down a
farewell note for Dipa
thanked
the gymnast for all the

Karmakar and
unforgettable memories.

Earlier on Monday,
Dipa took to her social
media handle to announ-
ce her retirement from
gymnastics. Taking to her
X, Manu Bhaker wished
Dipa for her future en-
deavours after an “incre-
dible” “Wishing

legendary Dipa Karmakar

carccr.

all the very best in her
future endevaours after
an incredible gymnastics
career. Thank you for the
unforgettable memories
and for inspiring a gene-

™

ration,” Manu wrote on

X. Dipa scripted her name

in the history books after
she clinched India’s first-
ever gold medal at the
Asian Championships.
With an impressive
total score of 13.566 in
the women’s vault final,
Dipa took home a his-
toric gold medal while
South Korea’s Kim Son
Hyang secured silver and

i L. .
her compflmot Jyo Kyong

Byal bagged the bronze.
The return of Dipa and
her coach marks a mo-
ment of celebration and
inspiration for aspiring
athletes throughout India,
as her success story conti-
nues to motivate the next
generation of gymnasts.

Karmakar 1s the first

Indian gymnast to com-
pete in the Olympics. The
Tripura girl made history
by finishing fourth in the
women’s vault final at the
Rio Olympics 2016, mis-
sing the bronze medal by
a whisker with a score of
15.066 points, only 0.150
less than bronze medal
winner Giulia Steingruber
of Switzerland.

Karmakar won bron-
ze at the Commonwealth
Games 2014 in Glasgow,
becoming the first Indian
female gymnast to do so
in the history of the Ga-
mes. She bagged bronze
at the Asian Gymnastics
Championships and fi-
nished fifth at the 2015
World Artistic Gymnas-
tics Championships- both
firsts for the country.
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