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The India women’s fteam’s
Future Tours Program (FTP)
for the next cycle, from 2025
to 2029, was unveiled by the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) on Monday (Novem-
ber 4). The governing body of
the game announced the full
FTP cycle for the 2025-2029
phase.One of the biggest de-
velopments is the addition of a
new team in the ICC Women’s
While 10

ams participated in the current

Championship. te-

cycle, the number will increase
to 11 after the addition of Zim-
babwe. The ICC stated that the
decision to add Zimbabwe is a
*significant step toward bro-
ader global representation in
women’s cricket’. In the new
cycle of the Women’s Cham-
pionship, each team will be
playing four home and four
away series. There will be a to-
tal of 44 series in the new FTP
cycle. With each series con-
taining three matches, a total
of 132 ODIs will be played in
the upcoming championship.
The Championship will con-
clude with the 2029 Cricket

World Cup. The ICC has also

announced that the new FTP
cycle will have an ICC event
every year. The teams will be
competing in the Women’s
Cricket World Cup in 2025.
In 2026, there is the Women’s
T20 World Cup followed by
the Champions Trophy and
T20 World Cup in 2027 and
2028 respectively. FTP cycle
for India women's team: India
women’s team’s FTP cycle
will get underway in January
2025 and run until December
2028 before the 2029 ODI
World Cup. The Harmanpre-
et Kaur-led side is set to play
five Tests, 36 ODIs, and 30
T20Is in bilaterals during the

women ’s team’s full 2025-2029 cricket schedule announced

new cycle. The team will also
feature in three T20I tri-series
in 2026, 2027, and 2028 along
with competing in ICC events.
In its first series of the new
FTP cycle, the India women's
team will be facing Ireland at
home in a three-match ODI se-
ries. In July, the team will be
visiting England for 3 T20Is
and as many ODlIs. It will be
three-match

ODI series against Australia at

followed by a

home before the team compe-
tes in the ODI World Cup. In
December 2025, the India wo-
men’s team will host Bangla-
desh for 3 ODIs and as many

T20Is.

uvraj Singh tries to awaken Virat Kohli’s
inner beast on his birthday: ‘You’ve
done it in the past, you’ll do it again’

Virat Kohli turned 36 on Tues-
day and his longtime former In-
dia teammate Yuvraj Singh led
the way in wishing the former
captain on his birthday. Kohli
and India may be going through
a rough patch at the moment but
the fact remains that he is one of
the faces of the sport in the coun-
try. The keyword “Virat Kohli”
was a top trend on Google on
Tuesday as fans flooded the in-
ternet with wishes to celebrate
his birthday. There were over

50,000 searches, with searches

peaking shortly after midmg-
ht. Other
that people Googled included

“Virat birthday”, “Virat Kohli
birthday photos™ and “Anushka

related keywords

Sharma”. Yuvra) was among
the seniors 1n the Indian team
when Kohli made his internati-

onal debut in an ODI against Sri

Lanka in August 2008. He went
on to play 11 ODIs and three
T20Is under Kohli’s captaincy
in 2017. “Wishing you a very
Happy Birthday #KingKohli!
The greatest comebacks emerge
from our setbacks and the world
cagerly looks forward to your
solid comeback.

You've done it in the past and
I"'m sure you will do 1t yet again.
God bless! lots of love @imV-
kohli,”
on his social media handles for
Kohli.

sald Yuvra) in a post

Indian Boxer Mandeep Jangra Wins

Indian professional boxer Mandeep Jangra

won the World Boxing Federation’s super
featherweight world title after defeating
Britain’s Conor Mclntosh in the Cayman
Islands. The 31-year-old, who trains un-
der former Olympic silver medallist Roy
Jones Jr and has faced only one defeat in
his professional career so far, had the upper
hand in most rounds. He delivered power-
ful punches from the outset, maintaining his
stamina throughout the 10 rounds, while the

British boxer struggled to keep pace. Conor

WBF’s Super Featherweight World Title

did try to make a comeback, but Jangra con-
tinued to maintain the upper hand in most
rounds. *This is one of the biggest victories
of my career. | am thankful to my sponsor
Nash Built Construction, Chief Coach Roy
Jones, Assistant Coach Asa Beard and An-
gel,”

worked hard for years to achieve this. It is

Jangra said in a media release “I have

a matter of pride for me that I could bring
glory to the country.” The Haryana boxer,
who made his professional boxing debut in
2021, hopes the title will inspire more In-
*[ think

this title will open the way for other boxers

dian pugilists to turn professional.

of the country and they will also decide to
make a career in professional boxing. “Our
boxers are good and there is no dearth of
talent in them. If they get good promoters
and managers, they can also become world
champions,™ Jangra added.

Wasim Akram, Vaughan rub salt into Rohit’s wounds after

New Zealand hammering: ‘Pakistan will beat India in Tests’

home

debacle at
against New Zealand made

India’s

former cricketers believe that
Pakistan have the best chan-
ce to topple their neighbours
in red-ball cricket on turning
tracks.

Former England Michael
Vaughan and legendary Pa-

kistan cricketer Wasim Akram
gave Pakistan the upper hand
based on current form if the
two cricket giants square off
in a Test series. Notably, In-
dia and Pakistan have stopped
paying bilaterals for quite
some time now. The last time
the two sides played a series

was way back 1n 2012-13. The
last Test match between the
two sides was in December
2007 in Bengaluru.

During a
session in the Australia vs Pa-
kistan 1st ODI m Melboume
on Monday (November 4).

commentary

Vaughan expressed his desire
to see India and Pakistan face
off in Test cricket, something
that has eluded cricket fans for
nearly 17 years now.

“] would want to see a
Test series between India and
Pakistan. Pakistan can now
beat India on the turners,”
Vaughan said, pointing to the
struggles of Incha's batters in

tackling spin.

Akram said Pakistan will
have the best chance to beat
India on a spin-friendly track
if a Test match between the
two teams is played now. “It
will be massive. It will be
good for the game, for two
cricket-crazy nations. Pakistan
have a chance to beat India in
Tests now on a spinning track.
They have been hammered by
New Zealand 3-0 at home,”
said the former Pakistan cap-
tain. After having a tornd time
at home, Pakistan produced
dry and barren tracks dunng
the England senes and got
immediate results as spinner

Sajild Khan and Noman Ali
ripped through Bazball to help
Pakistan win the series 2-1.

After winning a world
record 18 Test series in a row
in home conditions and stay-
ing unbeaten in a home Test
match for more than 4000
days, India’s fortress was bre-
ached and how by New Zea-
land. The Tom Latham-led
side stunned Rohit Sharma's
India by whitewashing them
in the three-match Test series.
This was the first tme n the
history of Test cricket in India
that they were swept in a se-
res involving a nunimum of
three Tests.
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