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Skipper Rizwan as Pakistan capture first ODI series win in Australia after 22 years

New Delhi - Following Pakistan’s series
win over Australia with a victory in third
ODI, ‘Men in Green’ skipper Mohammed
Rizwan said that the win is a special mo-
ment for him and lauded his bowlers for
their performances.

Rizwan’s white-ball captaincy tenure
was off to a dream start as another mas-
terclass from pacers helped Pakistan se-
cure a series win over Australia on Aussie
soil for the first time since 2002, with Ha-
ris Rauf, Shaheen Shah Afridi and opener
Saim Ayub being the standout perfor-
Mmers.

In the post-match presentation, Riz-

wan revealed that he is open to suggesti-
ons from everyone, which plays its part
in the team’s success. He also lauded
openers Ayub and Abdullah Shafique for
their performances.

“A special moment for me (the series
win), the nation will be very happy today.,
we did not perform as per expectations
in the last couple of years. I am the cap-
tain only for the toss and presentations
- everyone gives me suggestions on the
field, the batting group and the bowling
group. All the credit to the bowlers, (be-
ating) Australia in Australia is not easy,
the conditions suit their style of playing,

but the bowlers were outstanding. Also,
credit to the two openers, they made the
chases easy. The people back home are
always behind us and I want to dedicate
this victory to them.” Rizwan said.

Pakistan have secured the three-match

ODI series 2-1 in a convincing fashion,
with two big wins after a loss in the first
ODI, which was a closely fought affair.

Coming to the match, Pakistan won
the toss and opted to bowl first. Aussie
batters once again struggled against the
pace of Shaheen (3/32), Naseem Shah
(3/54) and Rauf (2/24). There were no
big partnerships as only Sean Abbott
(30 1n 41 balls, with two fours and a six)
and Matthew Short (22 in 30 balls, with
one boundary) touched the 20-run mark.
Australia was skittled out for a sorry 140
runs in 31.5 overs.

In the run-chase, Ayub (42 in 52 balls,

with four boundaries and a six) and Shafi-
que (37 in 53 balls, with a four and a six)
put on a 84-run opening stand. Later, the
star duo of Babar Azam (28* in 30 balls,
with four boundaries) and Rizwan (30%*
in 27 balls, with one four and two sixes)
finished the game with eight wickets and
almost 23 overs in hand.

Lance Morris picked two wickets for
Australia, ending with 2/24 in six overs.

Rauf walked away with the ‘Player
of the Match’ award for his spell and the
‘Player of the Series’ award as well for
taking 10 wickets in the series, including
a fifer.

Gautam Gambhir to address media before Team
India’s departure for Border-Gavaskar Trophy

NEW DELHI
Team India head coach
Gautam Gambhir is set
to address the media in
a pre-departure press
conference ahead of
the highly anticipated
five-match Border-Ga-

ber 14 to 18, followed by
the traditional
Day Test at Melbourne
Cricket
December 26 to 30.

The
Test 1s slated for January
3 in Sydney.

Boxing
Ground from

fitth and final | Sunday.

upcoming T20I series against Pakis-
tan due to a fractured left hand sustai-
ned when Mohammad Hasnain stru-
ck him during the final ODI in Perth

The incident occurred in the 17th
over when Connolly attempted a pull

Nasty blow from Pakistan pacer rules
Australia batsman out of entire series

NEW DELHI: Australian all-roun-
der Cooper Connolly will miss the

vaskar Trophy against
Australia.

Scheduled for Mon-
day at 9:00 AM, the bri-
efing will take place at
Ballroom 4, ITC Marat-
ha in Mumbai.

This interaction pro-
vides an opportunity for
Gambbhir to discuss team
preparations, key stra-

tegies, and expectations

for the challenging Test
series.

The Indian contin-
gent will travel to Aust-
in two

ralia separate

batches, departing on
10 and 11.
The series begins with

the first Test in Perth on

November

November 22.

A highlight of the
tour will be the pink-ball,
day-night Test at Adelai-
de Oval, scheduled from
December 6 to 10.

The third Test will
take place at The Gabba
in Brisbane from Decem-

India previously clin-
ched consecutive Test
series wins in Australia,
first under Virat Kohli’s
leadership in 2018-19
and then under Ajinkya
Rahane in 2020-21.

Now, with Rohit at
the helm, they will be ai-
ming for a historic third
straight series win on
Australian soil

shot and received a blow to his glove
on the second delivery.

Although he faced another ball,
he soon recognised discomfort.
Following a brief medical assess-
ment, he departed the field for scans
that confirmed the injury’s severity.

Cricket Australia issued a state-
ment on Connolly’s injury.

*Cooper Connolly has a fractured
fourth metacarpal on his left hand,

ruling him out of the Australian

s 1o

men’s T20 side to play Pakistan. He
was struck on the hand by Moham-
mad Hasnain while batting in the fi-
nal ODI against Pakistan in Perth.”
Cricket Australia said.

“Connolly will consult a speci-
alist in Perth tomorrow. A replace-
ment player will be named in due

course,” it said.

ly participated in the Australia A
matches against India A, appearing in
the opening fixture at Mackay where
he scored 37 in the first innings, be-

fore joining the ODI squad.

Throughout his international ca-
reer, Connolly has represented Aust-

ralia in two T20Is and two ODIs.

P =5 P
Prior to this incident, Connol-
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