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SPORT

New Delhi - Star India batter
Smriti Mandhana produced a
stunning show for Adelaide
Strikers in Women's Big Bash
League. Mandhana, in her 2nd
outing for the Strikers, smas-
hed a 25-ball 40 vs Melbourne
Renegades at the Karen Rol-
ton Oval in Adelaide on No-
vember 11, Monday.

The India opener received
a warm welcome from the
team as she made her debut
for Adelaide Strikers vs Bris-
bane Heat. However, Mand-
hana failed to impress in her
maiden outing for the Strikers

as she scored just 6 runs and
was dismissed by her India
teammate and Brisbane Heat
pacer Shikha Pandey.

“A big welcome and con-
gratulations to Smriti Mand-
hana for making her debut
with your Adelaide Strikers!
A great cap presentation led
by Megan Schutt and captain
Tahlia Mcgrath. We cannot
wait to see you in action!™ the
Adelaide Strikers wrote on
X. She received her cap from
Australian  veterans Tahlia
McGrath and Megan Schuit.

The Strikers were excited to

Smriti Mandhana shines with stunning 235-ball 40 vs Melbourne Renegades in WBBL

welcome Mandhana into the
team and see her perform well
for the team.

Mandhana finally mana-
ged torepay the faithshowcas-
ed in her second outing itself.
She played a stunning knock
of 40 runs from just 25 balls.
At a strike-rate of 160, she hit
seven boundaries to provide a
great start for her team. She
shared a 56-run opening stand
with Katie Mack within just
36 balls.
aggressor, hitting 36 runs in
18 balls. But after Katie's dis-
missal, she slowed down and

Mandhana was the

managed only four runs in the
next seven deliveries before
getting dismissed off Sarah
Coyte’s delivery.
However, she provided
a fiery start to the team and
captain Tahlia McGrath cas-
hed-in with a 24-ball 49 and
Orla

the finishing touch by scoring

Prendergast provided
24 runs from just 12 balls.
The Adelaide Strikers put up
a challenging total of 185/8
against Melbourne Renega-
des as they aimed to win the
match after losing in their last
two outings.

Confident of strong bounce-back against
Telugu Tltans Ass1stant coach Upendra Singh

New Delhi - UP Yoddhas
exhibited a commendable
performance but conceded
a narrow 35-33 defeat to U
Mumba in their inaugural
home fixture of Pro Ka-
baddi League Season 11 at
the Noida Indoor Stadium
on Sunday evening.

The match saw stellar

from UP
Yoddhas® raiders, notably

performances

Bharat Hooda’s impressi-
ve Super 10, complemen-
ted by Shivam Choudha-
ry’s raiding efforts.

In a display of tactical
superiority during the in-
itial phase, UP Yoddhas

executed a perfectly co-

Commenting on the
team’s
Assistant Coach Upendra
Singh said,

i,

h‘f

AR fr
v .:-:';-:-// fw:’é? 7 fff”’“

: iy 7 i

However,
performance, coach

“Our team lapses

Upendra
acknowledged that small

in concentration

i _'_

assistant  rence between victory and
Singh  defeat.”

Reflecting on the de-

fensive strategy, Coach

We need to execute our
plans more consistently
over the entire 40 minu-
tes™
Looking ahead to
the upcoming match
against Telugu Titans, the
Assistant Coach expres-
sed confidence in his te-

am’s ability to bounce

a photo on Instagram on Sunday morning
and wrote, “It was great to have a fanboy
moment and an unforgettable flight jour-
ney with the legend Viswanathan Anand.”

Earlier in July this year,
became a co-owner of a team in the Glo-
bal Chess League. He is the co-owner
of the American Gambits team, which is
led by World No. 2 Grand Master Hika-
ru Nakamura. Anand, who has won five

Ashwin

Ravichandran Ashwin shares photo
with chess legend Viswanathan Anand

New Delhi - Ravichandran Ashwin shared

back. “We’ll take the le-
arnings from this match
forward. The team is al-
ready focused on our next
challenge against Telugu
Titans.

We believe

preparation process and

In our

expect to showcase a

strong performance in the

World Championship titles and became
India’s first Grandmaster in 1988, shared
a special message welcoming the legenda-
ry cricketer to the chess world.

Anand had posted,

Ashwin on the exciting new venture in
the chess world! As someone who has
outplayed the best players in cricket, [ am
sure you will bring the same competitive
spirit to the Global Chess League with

“Congratulations

[ast month, the star all-rounder beca-
me the highest wicket-taker in ICC World
Test Championship (WTC) history during

the second Test against New Zealand at
the Maharashtra
(MCA) Stadium in Pune.

He picked up three wickets on the
opening day of the Test and took his tally
to 189 wickets in 39 matches in WTC his-
tory from 2019 to 2024, surpassing Aust-

Cricket Association

ordinated all out against
U Mumba in the 14th mi-
nute. The defensive unit,
under the astute leadership
of stand-in captain Sumit,
demonstrated exceptional
coordination from the left

corner position.

showed great coordinati-
on in the first half, and the
early all out demonstrated
our strategic preparation.
The way our raiders and
defenders complemented
each other was particular-

ly encouraging.”

in the latter stages of the
match ultimately led to

“While we had
a strong start, those last

the loss.

one or two minutes pro-
ved crucial. In such tight
situations, even a single

point can make the diffe-

Upendra Singh highlig-
hted the tactical adjust-
ments made during the
game. “We made some
changes to our defensive
lineup, and while some
of those worked in our fa-

vour, consistency 1s key.

upcoming match.”

The UP Yoddhas
will face Telugu Titans
in their next home game
on Thursday, November
14, looking to bounce
back and secure their first

victory of the home leg.

American Gambits. May your journey
be as great as your cricket career! Best of
luck in London!
cricketer on the field, Ashwin is also an
avid chess player. During the 2022 IPL,
he was spotted playing chess with one of
his teammates on a flight during Rajast-

'5,

Apart from being a smart

ralia’s Nathan Lyon who had 187 wickets
in 43 Tests.

Last month, the star all-rounder beca-

me the highest wicket-taker in ICC World
Test Championship (W'TC) history during
the second Test against New Zealand at
the
(MCA) Stadium m Pune.

Maharashtra Cricket Association

han Royals” Mumbai to Kolkata trip.

Gautam Gambhir confirms Jasprit Bumrah as India captain if Rohit Sharma misses Perth Test

New Delhi - India head coach
Gautam Gambhir has confirmed
that pace spearhead Jasprit Bum-
rah will lead the national men’s
cricket team if regular skipper Ro-
hit Sharma is unavailable for the
first Test of the highly anticipated
Border-Gavaskar Trophy against
Australia.

The opening match is schedu-
led to begin on November 22 in
Perth.

“Bumrah is vice-captain; if
Rohit is not available, he is going
to lead in Perth,” Gambhir stated

during a pre-departure press con-
ference in Mumbai on Monday.

While Rohit Sharma is not
currently with the squad, he has
not been officially ruled out of the
Series opener.

Gambhir provided an update
on Rohit’s status, saying, “At the
moment, there is no confirmation
but we will let you know exactly
what the situation will be. Hope-
fully, he’s going to be available,
but everything we’re going to get
to know at the start of the series.”

Gambhir’s announcement

hlghllghts the team’s contmgency

plans as they prepare to face Aust-
ralia, with Bumrah ready to step
into the leadership role if needed.

Following India’s shambolic
fall against New Zealand on home
turf, the road to the WTC final has
become a tricky affair.

With a 3-0 series whitewash,
India needs to win the series by
4-0 to punch their ticket to feature
in London for the WTC final for
the third successive time.

After the conclusion series
opener in Perth, the second Test,
featuring the day-night format,
will take place under lights at
Adelaide Oval from December 6
to 10. Fans will then turn their at-
tention to The Gabba in Brisbane
for the third Test from December
14 to 18.

The traditional Boxing Day

Test, scheduled from December
26 to 30 at Melbourne’s iconic
Melbourne Cricket Ground, will
mark the series’ penultimate sta-
ge.

The fifth and final Test will be
held at the Sydney Cricket Ground
from January 3 to 7, promising an
exciting climax to a highly antici-
pated series.

India’s squad for Border-Ga-
vaskar Series: Rohit Sharma (c),
Jasprit Bumrah (vc), Ravichan-
dran Ashwin, Mohammad Shami,

Abhimanyu Easwaran, Shubman

Gill, Ravindra Jadeja. Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Dhruv Jurel (wk), Sar-
faraz Khan, Virat Kohli, Prasidh
Krishna, Rishabh Pant (wk), KL
Rahul, Harshit Rana, Nitish Ku-
mar Reddy, Mohammed Siraj,
Washington Sundar.

Australia
first Test: Pat Cummins (c),
Scott Boland, Alex Carey, Josh
Hazlewood, Travis Head, Josh
Inglis, Mar-
nus Labuschagne, Nathan Lyon,
Mitch Marsh, Nathan McSwee-
ney, Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc.

squad for the

Usman Khawaja,
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