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THIS 17-year-old Mumbai batter impressed MS Dhoni, CSK
want his Ruturaj Gaikwad’s opening partner in I1PL 20235
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Chennai Super Kings (CSK),
[PL
reportedly eyeing

the five-time champi-

ons, are
Mumbai’s 17-year-old opener
Avyush Mhatre for the upco-
ming IPL 2025 mega auction.

Mhatre has been invited
for a selection trial with CSK,
where he reportedly impressed
legendary captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni. With the fifth
round of the Ranji Trophy
concluding on November 16,
CSK will have an eight-day
window to assess Mhatre if he
attends the trial.

According to The Times
of India, Ayush Mhatre has
not only impressed CSK’s ta-

lent scouts but also MS Dhoni

PINNEREE

himself. Consequently, CSK
has invited Mhatre for a trial
between the end of the fifth

round of the Ranjl Trophy on
November 16 and the start of
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy.

utlhzmg the six-day gap bet-
ween the two tournaments.
This trial period provides

CSK with ample time to as-
sess Mhatre’s skills ahead of
the TPL 2025 mega auction
scheduled for November 24
and 25.

Mhatre recently made his
first-class debut for Mumbai
in the Irani Cup against Rest
of India, where he opened the
Shaw,
scoring 19 and 14 runs in his

batting with Prithvi

two 1Innings.
Mhatre’s
Mumbai so far are solid but not

numbers  for
extraordinary. In five matches,
he has scored 321 runs at an
average of 35.66. including
one century and one half-cen-
tury. His standout performan-

ce came with a remarkable

176 against Maharashtra.

The report mentions that
CSK Managing Director and
CEO, Kasi Viswanathan, has
requested the Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA) to permit
Mhatre to attend a trial at the
CSKHPC Navalur grounds.

CSK will enter the IPL
2025 mega auction with a pur-
se of Rs 55 crore, having retai-
ned key players such as Rutu-
raj Gaikwad, Ravindra Jadeja.
Matheesha Pathirana, Shivam
Dube, and MS Dhoni. If they
opt to buy Ayush Mhatre, the
young batter could potentially
serve as an opening partner for

Gaikwad at the top of the or-
der.

“Security Concerns Higher With India”: Pakistan Great Slams
Own Board For ‘Court Threat’ Over Champions Trophy

New Delhi - Former Pakistan
spinner Danish Kaneria questio-
ned the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) by asking what will they
achieve by going to the Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)
after India refused to travel for
next year’s Champions Trophy.

As per the media reports,
the PCB is exploring an option
of approaching the CAS on the
matter as they remain adamant
about hosting the full tourna-
ment in Pakistan.

Kaneria said it was almost
evident that India would not
travel to Pakistan because of
security concerns and political
reasons, adding that nothing will
be achieved by going to CAS.

“The issue was ongoing for

long that India will not travel to
Pakistan for political and other
reasons. They have an option of
the hybrid model as they did in
the Asia Cup but things should
be settled as Pakistan travelled

to India for ODI World Cup last
year. If Pakistan go to the inter-

national court (CAS) what will
they achieve out of 1t? There’s
always the uncertainty of secu-
rity in Pakistan. International
teams are coming but security
concerns are much higher with
the Indian team.,” Kaneria, who

261 Test wickets are the highest

by a spinner from the country,
told IANS.

The former spinner sugges-
ted a ‘hybrid model® like Asia
Cup for the tournament, with
India playing their matches in
Dubai while the rest of the event
continues to be hosted in Pakis-
tan.

“Looking at the big picture,
India should play their matches
in Dubai and Pakistan continue
to host the Champions Trophy
in the country. Things will only
go downhill in this situation but
Pakistan have nothing to lose as

they did the same last time and

also sent their team to India for

World Cup. PCB is adamant this
time and says many fans in Pa-
kistan want to see Virat Kohli,

Rohit Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah
and Ravindra Jadeja play in
Pakistan,” the former cricketer
said.

“It will interesting to see
how PCB will move ahead with
the Champions Trophy from
here; will they play on the front
foot and stay bold in their stand?
[ think things should be done
swiftly with delegations of both
boards interacting in person to
find the desirable outcome,” Ka-
neria concluded.

The Champions Trophy, a
marquee event set to make its re-
turn in 2025 after eight years, is
expected to feature the world’s
top eight cricketing teams, with
Pakistan securing the hosting
rights.

Mohammed Shami set for
domestic cricket return
against MP in Ranji Trophy

Kolkata
Shami is finally set to re-

Mohammed

turn to competitive cricket,
with Bengal naming the
fast bowler in the squad
for the Ranji Trophy Eli-
te Group C match against
Madhya Pradesh in Indore
starting Wednesday.

Shami, who has been out of competitive action
since India’s ODI World Cup final in Ahmedabad
last November, was hoping to be picked for the tour
of Australia on the basis of his domestic performance
but his recovery from surgery due to an Achilles ten-
don injury was longer than anticipated. He was at the
NCA for the better part of last year.

With their hopes of picking Shami for Australia
going down the drain, the senior selectors finally
went with Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj, Akash
Deep, Prasidh Krishna and Harshit Rana in the squad,
with Mukesh Kumar, Khalee;j Ahmed and Navdeep
Saini as travelling reserves.

New Delhi - Former

national

Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli

selector Chetan Sharma has

backed the experienced duo of

Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli
to shine in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy 2024-25. Sharma even
claimed that players like Rohit
and Kohli are never out of form.
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli
had endured a tough home season
recently where they struggled
both Bangladesh and
New Zealand. In the recent series
New Zealand, Rohit
scored just 91 runs in three Tests at

against
against

an average of 15.16. Meanwhile,

Kohli scored just 93 runs at an
average of 15.50.

The poor returns of these
two batters were one of the main
reasons for India’s embarrassing
0-3 series defeat to New Zealand.
Both the batters will now go to
Australia for a five-match Test
series where they will be expected
to return to form.

During an interview with
Timesoflndia.com, Chetan
Sharma spoke about India’s

chances in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy 2024-25. While he backed
India to win the series, he also

spoke about the form of Rohlt
Sharma and Virat Kohli.

Sharma claimed that players
like Rohit and Kohli are never out

of form and they are always in

focus because of their stature. He
backed both the batters to return
to form and dazzle in Australia.

“Let’s honor and respect what
Rohit and Virat have done for the
country. Players like Rohit and
Virat are never out of form. They
are never in a lean or bad patch.
These words shouldn’t be used for
them. We are thankful to them.
They are still doing it,” Sharma
said.

“We always talk about them
and focus on them and want
them to shine every time because
they are superstars. Just wait and
watch what Rohit and Virat do in
Australia. They will dazzle with

their bats,” he added.

“Just wait and watch”- Rohit Sharma -Virat Kohll threat issued by Indian Cricket’s Destroyer

have been touring Australia for
a decade now. While Rohit has
a mediocre record on Australian
soil with 408 runs in 7 Tests at
an average of 31.38, Kohli has
excellent numbers with 1352 runs
in 13 Tests at an average of 54.08.

Both of them will be under
the

upcoming Test series as it can also

pressure to perform in
decide their future in Test cricket.
Over the years, they have come
up on top after various failures
and can be expected to trump this
situation as well.
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