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BCCI advised to rope in Sachin Tendulkar for India vs
Australia Tests to revive Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma’s fortunes

New Delhi - Former Indian cricke-
ter WV Raman, on Thursday, advi-
sed the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) to rope in India bat-
ting legend Sachin Tendulkar for the
impending Border-Gavaskar Trop-
hy series and revive Virat Kohli and

Rohit Sharma’s batting fortunes.

India’s batting came under fire
following the whitewash at home
against New Zealand earlier this
month. The batting line-up’s vul-
nerability against spin was exposed
as 37 wickets fell to New Zealand

spinners across three Test matches.

series.

against Australia, were batting will

Kohli and Rohit’s performance
in the series was particularly critici-
sed after they managed just 93 and
91 runs, respectively, recording one

of their worst-ever shows in a home
With India’s next assignment up

play a key role in deciding the result
of the series, Raman took to social
media to float the idea of having
Sachin in the Indian dressing room
as a batting consultant, which could
work immensely in favour of Kohli

and Rohit, who are possibly touring

. Ll

Australia for the final time in their

career.
He tweeted:

“I think that #Te-
amlIndia could benefit if they have
the services of #Tendulkar as the
batting consultant in their prep for
the #BGT2025. Enough time bet-
ween now and the 2nd test. Roping

in consultants is rather common the-

on one of the toughest conditions in

his career at stake.

se days. Worth a thought?”

One of Kohli’s major blips in
his illustrious career came almost
10 years back when he travelled
to England for the first time in his
career. After reaching the highs on
home turf, Kohli was ready to reign

world cricket, but the 25-year-old
returned with a run tally of just 134

runs across 10 innings, which left

Recalling what he described
as “the lowest point” of his career,

Kohli recalled how Sachin had come

to his aid to script a turnaround.

during that England tour,”

is very very important.

“I came back from England and

“My hip position was an issue
Kohli
told Mayank Agarwal on beei.tv in
2020. “If the right hip opens or clo-
ses too much you, you are in trouble.
[You have to] keep that hip position
nice and side-on and balanced so
that you can play through both off
side and leg side with equal control

spoke to Sachin paaji and had a few
sessions with him i Mumbai. I told

him that I am working on my hip

position. He made me realise the
importance of big stride, a forward
press against fast bowlers. The mo-
ment [ started doing that with my
hip alignment, things started falling
in place nicely and then the Austra-
lia tour happened.”

Kohli had bounced back from
the England low to script an un-
forgettable campaign in Australia,
which eventually redefined his care-
er as a world-class batter. He scored
692 runs at 86.50 with four centuries
in as many Tests, his best-ever show

In an away Series.

Sunil Gavaskar opens up on hilarious ri-
valry with Allan Border: He calls me bunny

New Delhi - Former India cric-
keter Sunil Gavaskar recently
opened up on his hilarious ri-
valry with legendary Australia
captain Allan Border. Notably,
the trophy for the Test series
played between India and Aust-
ralia is named afier the two le-
gendary cricketers.

The silverware was christe-
ned ‘Border Gavaskar Trophy’
in 1996 ahead of the one-off
Test between the sides in 1996.

With India and Australia
all set to ignite their intense

“Well, because he’s (Bor-
der) got me out, that’s the pro-
blem. You see, he’s got me out.

rivalry in the upcoming serie-
s.Gavaskar recalled his hilari-
ous conversations with Border.
The former batter revealed how
the Australian legend keeps on
pulling his leg about dismissing
him in a Test every time he sees

him.

I never got a chance to bowl to
him. If T got a chance to bowl
to him and get him out it mig-
ht have been different. But you
know he’s a little, you know,
things that you know, used to
come in and do this and bowl.
And can you imagine he got

one ball to turn, and I played
that down the wrong line, top

edge and I was out,” Gavaskar

told 7 Cricket.

Border has a total of four
wickets against India and one
of them is Gavaskar whom he
dismissed during the 6th Test in
Mumbai in November 1979.

“So you know, I am remin-
ded of it every time I bump into

him. He comes and says ‘Hello
Bunny, how are you?’ What do
I say to that?,” he added.
Gavaskar retired as the hig-
hest run scorer in the history of
Test cricket with 10, 122 runs to
his name and was also the first
player to score 10000 runs in
the format. However, his record
was broken by Allan Border in
February 1993. The Australian
captain retired with 11,174 runs
from 156 matches which was
later surpassed by Brian Lara.
Meanwhile, India and Aust-
ralia will be seen locking horns
in a five-match Test series be-
ginning from November 22 in
Perth. The series holds tremen-
dous importance for both teams
as it could decide their qualifi-
cation to the World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) final 2025.

Sania Mirza named Sports Am-
bassador of THIS city, not Delhi,

New Delhi - Former Indian tennis star
Sania Mirza is known for her impressi-
ve skills. She 1s a six-time Grand Slam
champion and former women’s doubles
number one.

The 37-year-old retired from the game
in February 2023 with a professional ca-
reer of around 20 years. Now the Indian
tennis icon has been named a sports am-
bassador for Dubai by the Dubai Sports
Council. Besides her, former cricketer
Harbhajan Singh was also named the
sports ambassador for the city.

The announcement was made at the
‘Dubai Sports Retreat” held on Monday at
the futuristic Museum of the Future, orga-
nised by the Dubai Sports Council. Mirza
also expressed her honour at the appoint-
ment. ‘Being named a Dubai Sports Am-
bassador is a tremendous privilege,” she
said. ‘Dubai has been my home for years,
and I am thrilled to help bring people
together through sport and celebrate the

city’s rich sporting culture.” Her appoint-

!
ment as sports ambassador came just days

ahead of her 38th birthday, which she will

celebrate on November 15.

The tennis star also shares the news
on her Instagram handle with several
pictures from the event. “Honored and
grateful to be a sports ambassador for
Dubai,”
her post here.

she captioned the post. Check

Virat Kohli’s vulnerability exposed as Sanjay Manjrekar
reveals how Australia will target India star

Former India cricketer Sanjay

Manjrekar revealed the strategies

the Australian bowlers might use
against Virat Kohli in the upco-
ming Border-Gavaskar Trophy

(BGT) 2024-25. Sanjay Manjrekar

said that the Australian bowlers
would likely bowl outside Virat
Kohli’s off-stump during the
five-match Test series.

Virat Kohli has started prepa-

ring in the nets for the first Test
against Australia in Perth. India
1s low on confidence after being
whitewashed by New Zealand

in their recent home Test series.

The loss dented their chances
of reaching the ICC World Test
Championship (WTC) final for
the third consecutive cycle.
Speaking on Star Sports, San-
jay Manjrekar said that Australian
pacers will likely start by bowling
outside the off-stump deliveries.
Manjrekar also said that Aust-
ralians might try to cramp him
for room and attack his body,
similar to New Zealand. He added
that Kohli 1s well aware of these
strategies.
“Virat knows exactly what’s
going to be planned. They’ll start

with that line outside the off-
stump and gauge what his mood
is. These days he looks to leave
balls outside the off-stump and if
they have anything that is pitched
right up, he will look to drive,”
Manjrekar said.

“Nowadays, they are also
trying to cramp him for room and
attack his body because he loves
to get forward so much. So that
1s something New Zealand tried,
which 1s very smart. And then
if he 1s so focused outside off,
that typical one of landing a ball
on the middle stump which Josh

Hazlewood would try. So all those
methods will be tried by the Aust-
ralians. And Virat Kohli is aware
of that,” he added.

Kohli hasn’t performed as per
expectations in the ongoing ca-
lendar year. He has averaged just
22.72 in six Tests this year, which
1s one of the lowest of his career.
The right-handed batter scored
only 93 runs in six innings during
India’s recent humiliating 0-3
whitewash against New Zealand
at home.

However, the 36-year-old
batter has a good record against

Australia in Tests, with 2,042
runs in 25 matches at an average
of 47.48, including five half-cen-
turies and eight centuries. Kohli
has an even better record in
Australia, scoring 1,352

runs at an average of 54.08, fJ} |
with six centuries and n( l }

four fifties.
'§
o [

Virat Kohli has
—
n

played two matches
at Perth, the venue
for the first Test.

In 2012, he scored
44 and 75 in two

nnings.
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