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Cheteshwar Pujara Is Back! Turns Commentator For Border- Gavaskar Trophy

New Delhi - The Border-Gava- Karthik Ajit Agarkar,Harsha One of Pujara’s most memo- runs against Australia in tests.

skar Trophy is just around the
corner, and this time, India’s Test
stalwart Cheteshwar Pujara will
be taking on a different role.

Known for his resilience and
grit as a batter, Pujara will step
into the commentary box for Star
Sports, bringing his insights and
experience to this much-anticipa-
ted series.

Here are some commentators
who did commentary for BGT
2023:

Ravi Sunil Gava-

Karthik.Dinesh

Shastri,
skar Murali

Bhogle,Matthew Hayden,Sanjay
Manjrekar, Jatin Sapru, Irfan Pat-
han, Padamjeet Sehrawat, Sanjay
Bangar, Deep Dasgupta.

Pujara, often referred to as
the *‘New Wall’ of India’s Test
lineup, has been a cornerstone at
the crucial No. 3 position for over
a decade. He has played more
than 100 Test matches, amassing
over 7,000 runs.

His disciplined and patient
approach made him indispen-
sable in India’s red-ball cricket.

However, the No. 3 position has

mmins

now been entrusted to the youn-
Shubman Gill,
batter who has shown great pro-

ger a dynamic

mise but 1s still finding his foo-
ting in the role Pujara once made
his own.

rable performances came during
the 2018-19 tour of Australia.
Scoring 521 runs, including three
centuries and a fifty, he was in-
strumental in India’s historic first
Border-Gavaskar Trophy victory
on Australian soil and was named
Player of the Series.

In the 2020-21 series, while
his 271 runs were modest, his
marathon mnings wore down
the Australian bowlers, playing
a pivotal role in India’s triumph.
Cheteshwar Pujara 1s the fourth

Indian batter to score highest

Despite his immense contri-
butions, Pujara has been sideli-
ned since the team management
opted for Gill in his place. His
last Test appearance came in the
2023 World Test Championship
final against Australia.

Though his absence from the
playing XI marks the end of an
era, Pujara’s transition to com-
mentary ensures his presence will
continue to enrich the cricketing
landscape, offering fans a deeper
understanding of the game du-
ring this high-octane series.

‘Ashwin An Incredibly Smart
Bowler Who Learns And Adapts

Should Indian Team Travel to Pakistan?

Kapil Dev’s RAZOR Sharp Take

Very Quickly’, Says Nathan Lyon

New Delhi - The upcoming Border Gavaskar
Trophy will see the resumption of the battle of
off-spinners between Ashwin and Lyon. The duo
made their Test debuts in the same year and have
comfortably gone past 500-wicket mark in the
longer format.

“Ash 1s an incredible bowler. I've gone head-
to-head with him for basically my whole career,
so I've learned a lot from Ash. He’s an incredi-
bly smart bowler, and he’s able to learn and adapt
very quickly, and I think the best bowlers in the
world are able to do that.”

“He used his skill to benefit himself and his
team. So you’ve got to give credit where credit’s

due, he was the best bowler (in 2020/21), as he
usually is. So hats off to Ash,”
Cricket.

He also revealed the learnings he’s taken from

said Lyon to Fox

seeing Ashwin up and close 1n action. “He’s taug-
ht me a lot. I'm a big believer in the players that
you play against are your best coaches that you
eventually come across.

I've watched a lot of his footage heading over
to India, the way he goes about it here in Australia,
see 1f I can pick up anything.”

“The way I look at cricket is that I've never
met anyone who has conquered the game, never
played against or with anyone who’s conquered
the game. There’s so much to learn in this great
game, and there’s so much for me to learn off Ash.

He’s a world-class bowler. He’s taken over
500 Test match wickets, and he should be extre-
mely proud of that.” “I know Jadeja reads all of
this stuff, so I can’t really share all my secrets.

My big thing is spinning up the back of the ball
and getting bounce, but it’s a hard craft to be able
to do that in Australia. Your size for error 1s extre-
mely small.” Lyon signed off by brushing aside
queries on when he or Ashwin will call it quits
from the game.

New Delhi - Kapil Dev’s ramrod straight take take
amid speculation around will the Indian team travel
to Pakistan for the Champions Trophy or not.

The former India captain when asked about
should the Indian team travel to Pakistan or not said
that it 1s a call that would be taken by the government
of India and not by the Board of Control of Cricket
in India (BCCI).

“It’s the government’s responsibility. People like
us should not give opinions, our opinions don’t mat-
ter. Kapil Dev can’t be bigger than anyone else,” said
Kapil Dev.

Meanwhile, cities in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
(PoK) found no mention in the Champions Trophy
tour unveiled by the ICC on Saturday as the world
body moved in swiftly to have them dropped from
the host country’s itinerary following India’s strong
objection.

The Trophy Tour will now comprise Karachi,
Rawalpindi and Islamabad, apart from Abbottabad
in the Khyber Pakhtunwala Region.

The Trophy Tour starts in Islamabad. the capital
city of Pakistan, and will travel to other cities of the
nation -- Taxila and Khanpur (November 17), Ab-
bottabad (November 18), Murree (November 19)
and Nathia Gali (November 20) before concluding in
Karachi (November 22-25). Most of these cities are
tourist attractions, Earlier, on November 14, the PCB

had announced the Trophy Tour, which included ci-
ties like Skardu, Hunza and Muzaffarabad, which
fall in the PoK region, a disputed territory between
India and Pakistan.

Following the Trophy Tour in Pakistan, it will
tour Afghanistan (November 26-28), followed
by Bangladesh (December 10-13), South Africa
(December 15-22), Australia (December 25-January
5), New Zealand (January 6-11), England (January
[2-14) and India (January [5-26).

The cities for the Trophy Tour outside Pakistan
will be announced in due course.

“A series of physical and digital engagements
traversing iconic destinations, sporting events and
key battles in the international cricket calendar form
the Trophy Tour schedule, during which fans will
also be treated to a content series titled *Champion
on Tour’ that will document the Trophy Tour’s jour-
ney around the world through the lens of food, music
and cricket,” ICC said in a release.

Hockey India Men’s Junior Asia Cup Squad Announced, Amir Ali To Lead

New Delhi - Hockey India on
Monday announced the 20-mem-
ber squad for the Men’s Junior
Asia Cup, a qualifying event for
the FIH Hockey Junior World Cup
2025, to be held in Muscat, Oman
from November 26 to December
4.

India has won this tournament
for a record four times, including
2023, 2015, 2008 and 2004. They
beat nemesis Pakistan 2-1 in the
final last year to lift the title. This
year, the event will see 10 teams
from the continent divided into
two pools with India, Chinese Tai-
pei, Japan, Korea and Thailand in

pool A and Bangladesh, Malaysia,
China, Oman and Pakistan in Pool
B.

Although India qualifies for
the FIH Hockey Junior World
Cup by virtue of being the hosts,
the team under coach PR Sreejesh
will be vying to carry on their mo-
mentum from their recent success
at the Sultan of Johor Cup where
they finished on the podium.

The Indian side side will be led
by Amir Ali and Rohit will be his
deputy. Goalkeepers Princedeep
Singh and Bikramjit Singh will
guard the post for India while de-
fenders Amir Ali, Talem Priyobar-

ta, Shardanand Tiwari, Yogember

Rawat, Anmol Ekka and Rohit

have been named in the squad.
Midfielders Ankit Pal, Man-

meet Singh, Rosan Kujur, Mu-
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kesh Toppo, Thokchom Kingson
Singh and forwards Gurjot Singh,
Sourabh Anand Kushwaha, Dil-
raj Singh, Arshdeep Singh and
Araijeet Singh Hundal. Meanwhi-

le, Sukhvinder and Chandan Ya-
dav have been named as alternate
players.

“The Sultan of Johor Cup was
a first-time experience for many of
the players, yet they showed great
spirit in doing well and I am quite
pleased with how they performed.
The team will be taking confiden-
ce from that performance and will
be working towards a successful
outing in the Junior Asia Cup.

The players have been putting
in a lot of hard work at the ongo-
ing national camp in SAI, Ben-
galuru and we have made certain
changes to our game to be more

effective in defence and efficient

in converting goals,” expressed
coach and former India goalie
Sreejesh.

Goalkeepers: Princedeep

Singh, Bikramjit Singh Defenders:
Amir Ali (C), Talem Priyobarta,
Shardanand Tiwari, Yogember
Rawat, Anmol Ekka, Rohit (VC)
Midfielders: Ankit Pal, Manme-
et Singh, Rosan Kujur, Mukesh
Toppo, Thokchom Kingson Singh
Forwards: Gurjot Singh, Sourabh
Anand Kushwaha, Dilraj Singh,
Arshdeep Singh, Araijeet Singh
Hundal AP Athletes: Sukhvinder,
Chandan Yadav
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