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SPORT
Smriti Mandhana takes stunning diving catch in WBBL clash vs Scorchers

sure that she did not let go off the
catch. It wasn’t the only catch that

over in the Scorchers’ run-chase,
Amanda-Jade Wellington took the
wicket of Leeson, but 1t would not

Smriti Mandhana took an absolute bat first, the southpaw made 41

stunner in the outfield when Ade- runs off 29 balls with five fours
laide Strikers locked horns with and a six. She was also involved
Perth Scorchers in Match No.32
of the Women’s Big Bash League
(WBBL) 2024 at the Karen Rolton
Oval in Adelaide. On Tuesday,
19, the 28-year-old

showed tremendous athleticism

Mandhana took against the Scor-

have been possible with Smriti’s chers. In the fourth over, she took 1n a partnership of 81 runs for the

efforts. The leg-spinner bowled the catch of Beth Mooney, giving opening wicket off 9.4 overs.
After Mandhana got out to

Sophie Devine, the Strikers went

one outside the off-stump and Le- Zimbabwe’s Anesu Mushangwe

her first wicket. Thereafter, she
helped Tahlia McGrath dismiss

Mikayla Hinkley in the 14th over.
Apart from her incredible work

eson tried to aerial with an nsi-

November de-out shot over the covers.

on to rack up a decent score of 169
for the loss of six wickets. Later,
the Strikers won the match by 30

runs after restricting the Scorchers

But Leeson mistimed the ball

and helped the Strikers dismiss and managed to spoon it in the air.

Carly Leeson when her team was Mandhana, standing at mid-off, as a fielder, Mandhana also had an

in a dominant position,
In the first ball of the 15th

kept her composure to take the
catch with both hands.

excellent day with the bat in hand.
After the Strikers were asked to

to 139 for the loss of eight wic-
kets.

backwards, kept her eyes on the ball, pulled off a dive and made

My Retention Wasn’t About...”: Rishabh Pant
Makes Stunning Revelation After Being Released

She went

Come Australia, he'll get his juices going’: Shastti bluntly

tells Virat Kohli to ‘get in the face’, antagonise Aussies

India legend and former Test series, an intra-squ-

By Delhi Capitals Ahead Of IPL 2025 Auction

Team India keeper-bat-
Rishabh Pant has
opened up on Delhi Ca-

ter

pitals not retaining him
ahead of the IPL 2025
mega auction. Replying
to a video uploaded by
Star Sports on X as Sunil
Gavaskar was discussing
the Capitals’ possibility
of buying Pant back, the
26-year-old said his re-
tention was certainly not
about the money.

Pant was one of the
three IPL captains along
with Shreyas Iyer and
KL Rahul to be released
by the franchises ahead
of the mega auction.
The left-handed batter
had marked his return to
professional cricket in

IPL 2024 and registered
446 runs in 13 matches
at 40.55. He also kept a
strike rate of 155.40.

In a video uploaded
by Star Sports on X, Ga-

vaskar claimed:
“When KKR won last

year (IPL 2024), Shreyas
Iyer was the captain. As
I said earlier for Rishabh
Pant as well, at times,
there could be a disagre-

ement on the fees. Delhi

will want him because
they will also need to
find a captain if Rishabh
Pant isn’t in their team.
So [ feel Delhi will defi-
nitely try to use the RTM
card or bring Rishabh
Pant back into their team
at the auction.”

The southpaw replied
to that clip and stated:

“My retention wasn’t

about the money for sure
that I can say.”

“Mitchell Starc’s au-
ction record 1s in danger”
- Irfan Pathan

With Pant set to enter
the mega auction with a
base price of T2 crore,
ex-Indian  all-rounder
Irfan Pathan has backed
the youngster to become
the most expensive play-
er in the auction. Pathan
wrote on X:

“Mitchell Starc’s au-
ction record is in danger.
(@RishabhPantl7 is rea-
dy to break it!™

Starc shattered the
IPL auction records as
he fetched ¥24.75 from
the Kolkata Knight Ri-
ders ahead of IPL 2024.

head coach Ravi Shastri,
on Tuesday, told Virat
Kohli to “get in the face”
of the Australian team
and antagonise the oppo-
sition in a bid to change
his batting fortunes in the
upcoming Border-Gava-
skar Test series, which
begins on Friday at the
Optus Stadium in Perth.
Kohli will be the cy-
nosure when he starts his
campaign in Australia,
given that the 36-year-
old heads into the con-
test on the back of a
lean form over the last
four years. Since 2020,
he has been averaging
only 32 in Test cricket,
with only two tons in 60
innings. The run compri-
ses his tally of 93 against
New Zealand earlier this

month, which sparked
concerns about his future
in the format.

Shastri, as quoted by
The West Australian, ad-
vised admitted that Kohli
has “mellowed with
age.” but advised him to
return to the antagonist
role, which he relished
during the early parts of
his career, including the
2012/13 and the 2014/15
tour of Australia.

“You mellow with
age, don’t you? But I
think at the start of the
Test series, you might

just see (Kohli) firing

again. He needs to be,
I'd like to see him (like
that) again,” Shastri said.

“In the face, that’s
Kohli.
he’ll get his juices going.
It’s (about) how he starts

Come Australia,

off, and for Australia, it’s
with Steve Smith. These
guys, don’t write them
off - because if they get
cracking in the first two
or three innings, they’ll
have a good series.”
India had a practice
match  scheduled in
Australia ahead of the

ad match against India
A at the WACA. but the
BCCI cancelled it owing
to injury concerns. Inste-
ad, they had a three-day
match simulation.

Shastri said that he
would have preferred
India’s first-choice XI
to take on an organised
team in a practice match,
but admitted that the
management must have
carefully chalked out the
intra-squad game given
that the players headed
to Australia just a few
days after the New Zea-
land series at home.

“It's always, ‘how
strong will the oppositi-
on be?” That’s the first
question you ask (plan-
ning a tour game),” he
said.

Manu Bhaker, Neeraj Chopra, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Smriti Mandhana and

On a night that aimed to ce-

lebrate the achievements of

some of India’s top sports
personalities and athletes,
the fifth edition of the estee-
med Indian Sports Honours
was held on November 9
in  Mumbai.Conceptualised
by Cornerstone Sport, the
event saw renowned cele-
brities and sportspersons
coming together to recogni-
ze India’s success in sports
and honour the extraordi-
nary achievements of the
athletes in the Olympics,
Paralympics, Asian Games,
Commonwealth Games, and
other key sports. Manu Bha-
ker, Neeraj Chopra, Smriti
Mandhana and Harmanpreet

Singh were honored with the

top honours by the jury as a
recognition of their illustri-
ous achievements and unwa-
vering dedication towards
their respective sports.Manu
won the Sportswoman of
the Year in individual sports
honour. She made her mark
on the world stage after win-
ning two bronze medals in
the 10 meter air pistol wo-
men’s event and 10 meter
air pistol mixed team event
at the Paris Olympics 2024.
Her precision, focus, and
groundbreaking  successes
on the world stage have
made her one of India’s
most revered athletes in the
sport. This wasn't Manu's
first ISH Honour.

the Emerging Sportswoman

She was

of the Year in 2019 as well.
Upon winning the award
she said, “I want to express
my deepest gratitude to the
jury and to the Indian Sports
Honours, for bestowing me
with this honour. This award
is not just mine; 1t’s for my
family, my coaches, and for
everyone who supported me
and believed in me in this
journey.” Neeraj Chopra,
two-time Olympics medal-
list, was honoured with the
*Sportsman of the Year® in
individual sports. An Olym-
pic gold medal winner in
2020, he bagged two silver
medals this year, winning at
the Paris Olympics and the
Diamond League in Brus-

sels. His accolade at the In-

dian Sports Honours 2024
recognizes

his  sustained
excellence and his pivotal
role in inspiring a new ge-
neration of Indian athletes.
This was Neeraj Chopra’s
second ISH honour, having
won the Sportsman of the
Year last time out as well.
Acknowledging the honour,
he said, “Thank you to the
jury for the honour and con-

gratulations and all the best

to all the other winners.
Also thank you to my whole
team without whom [ won't
be where [ am today.” Smriti
Mandhana won the Sports-
woman of the Year in team
sports for her strong perfor-
mances with the bat for In-
dia and as captain of Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in
the Women's Premier Le-
ague. Mandhana’s consis-
tent performances, strategic

prowess, and influential role
in  popularizing women’s
cricket have solidified her
position as a leader in Indi-
an team sports. This was her
second Sportswoman of the
Year in team sports honour,
after having won 1t in 2019.
Indian hockey team captain,
Harmanpreet Singh won the
Sportsman of the Year in
team sports honour. A ftrue
leader, he helped India win
the bronze medal in the 2024
Paris Olympics. Harmanpre-
et also led the team to their
Asian Champions Trophy
title this year.

B Here is the complete list
of all the ISH 2024 winners:
M Sportsman of the Year
(Individual Sport) - Neera]

Chopra
B Sportswoman of the Year
(Individual Sport) - Manu
Bhaker

B Sportsman of the Year
(Team Sport) - Harmanpreet
Singh

of
Year (Team Sport) -

B Sportswoman the
Smriti
Mandhana

M Coach of the Year (Male)
- Jaspal Rana

B Coach of the Year (Fe-
male) - Suma Shirur

B Team of the Year (Male)
- Indian Hockey Team

B Team of the Year (Fema-
le) - Chess

B Star Sports Believe Ho-
nour - Yashasvi Jaiswal

B Para Athlete of the Year

(Male) - Sumit Antil

Harmanpreet Singh are wmners at 5th Indlan Sports Honours

M Para Athlete of the Year
(Female) - Avani Lekhara
B SSF Grassroots [nitiative
Of The Y ear Honour - Mrida
Education University

M Popular Bre-

akthrough Performance of

Choice

the Year (Male) - Yashasvi
Jaiswal
M Popular Choice Bre-

akthrough Performance of
the Year (Female) - Shrey-
anka Patil

B Popular choice Club of
the Year - Kolkata Knight
Riders

B Popular Choice Fan club
of the Year - Manjappada
(Kerala Blasters)

M Lifetime
Honour - Padma Shri Mur-

likant Petkar

Achievement
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