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SPORT
India bowling coach Morkel puts “natural leader”

tag on Bumrah before BGT kicks off in Perth

England.
With Bumrah spearheading the pace attack

s

Delhi
-Bowling

press conference ahead of the opening Test on  once everything settles, a state of calmness will
Friday.

The hype around the BGT has been surreal.

New the Border Gavaskar Trophy series opener

against Australia in Perth. ensue 1n the team.

coach Morne With Rohit Sharma set to miss the first Test and the team, Morkel believes that the star pacer “It"s an exciting sort of challenge ahead for

Morkel has
branded

of the highly-anticipated series, Bumrah will will excel in both roles. India suffering its first home Test series him. But we’ve got to be right. We’ve got a lot

take the role of skipper. The 30-year-old was “Jassi [Jasprit Bumrah] was a guy who whitewash in 24 years and Australia tasting of experienced guys who will help him. And

A-Lister appointed as Bumrah's deputy when the squad immediately put his hand up, and he wanted defeat in ODIs against Pakistan has added ['m sure whenhe's bowling and a million things

__ _ Jasprit was unveiled. that leadership role. He's been very successful another layer of spice to the heated rivalry. are going on n his head that will settle and bring

{ = __ Bumrah as a When reports started to suggest Rohit being  here in the past. He knows what to expect. In Considering India’s substandard record in  a bit of calmness into the team,” he said. “But
Q “natural  leader” sidelined for the opening Test, Bumrah emerged the dressing room, he speaks well. And he’s Test cricket in Perth, the expectations have been in terms of leadership and in terms of how he

. before he walks as the ideal candidate to take up the role. This a guy who [ know that, with the ball in hand, mounting up on Bumrah’s shoulders. looks at the game and produces the game, he’s

for the toss to will be the second instance of Bumrah leading will lead from the front and then the rest of the With everything going around in the a natural leader for me with training. Let’s see

) captain India in the side following his spell in 2022 against younger guys will follow,” Morkel said in a backdrop of the series opener, Morkel feels how we go about our business here,” he added.

Sourav Ganguly names Shubman Gill’s
replacement for Perth Test, backs youngster to
‘lend proper balance to the side’

in the 1conic run chase at the
Gabba, Brisbane before Ris-

habh Pant took India home to
script history. The 21-year-old

China Masters: PV Sindhu Beats Busanan

Ongbamrungphan To Enter 2nd Round

match on an even keel
with Busanan taking a
14-10 lead thanks to
two unforced errors by
the Indian. However,

Sindhu went on a roll,

winning the next nine

Reddy bagged just one wicket points to take a 19-14

for India A against Australia in

lead before closing

two matches. He did not score the first game in her

a half-century with the bat as favour. But the loss in

the first game didn’t
deter Busanan as she
started the
game strongly. Ali-
hough Sindhu trailed

for most part of the

well. After a duck in first appe-
arance, he scored 71 runs from
three innings. However, he has SEooRA

New Delhi -Former India cap- 25 opener. been backed by the team mana-
gement, especially on a bouncy

track like Perth where Ganguly

Ganguly backed young
all-rounder Nitish Reddy to
replace Gill. While he made it

tain Sourav Ganguly reckons

top-order batter Shubman Gill’s

absence is a massive jolt for feels there is no point in playing

second game. she con-

the side ahead of Perth Test.
Gill fractured his thumb while
fielding in the two-day match
simulations at the WACA
Ground. Ganguly backed other
batters to step up in Gill and
Rohit Sharma’s absence in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2024-

certain that Reddy will not bat
at no.3, he said that the fast-
bowling all-rounder’s inclusion
will provide balance to the side.
Gill played a crucial role in
India’s Test series win on
Australian soil the last time.

He scored a game-changing 91

with two spinners.

Before boarding the flight to
Australia, head coach Gautam
Gambhir said that they have
moved on from Shardul Thakur.
Reddy is raw when it comes to
international cricket but capable
of playing Thakur’s role.

New Delhi - Double
Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu continued her
dominant run against
Busanan  Ongbamr-
ungphan, defeating the
Thai shuttler in straig-

ht games to advance

to the second round
of the China Masters
tournament on Wed-

nesday.

World number 19
Sindhu dispatched the
higher ranked Busa-
nan 21-17, 21-19 in

50 minutes in the first
round of the Super 750
event.

This was Sindhu’s
20th win agamnst the
world number 11 in 21
meetings. Both shutt-
lers started off the

tinued to chip away at
the points deficit with
her aggressive play to
take the lead for the
first time in the game
at 18-17. The star In-
dian shuttler promptly
sealed the match.

Kuldeep Yadav’s Brutal Re-

ICC Rankings: Hardik Pandya reclaims No. 1 T20I
all-rounder spot, Tilak Varma enters top 10

sponse After Online Troll Abuses

Him on X: ‘Paise Mile Hain Ya...’
. - Delhi -
Kuldeep Yadav has given a

New

Leg-spinner

Renowned Indian
all-rounder Har-
dik Pandya has

third, has now sur-
passed England’s

Airee to reclaim his po-
sition at the pinnacle of
T20I all-rounders.

Pandya’s crucial

ly to India’s 3-1 series

victory. This marks

all-rounders,  having
first attained this acco-
lade at the conclusion
of the ICC men’s T20

rankings, now securing
a career-best third posi-

him the Player of the
Series award for his
remarkable contributi-
ons during the bilateral

dia’s captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav has slipped

to 22nd n the T20I
batters® rankings after
his impressive perfor-
mances against South

position, achieving a
new career-high rating

brutal reply to a troll on social
media. The Chinaman bowler,
. % who is currently at the BCCI’s
Centre of Excellence due to a

once again secured innings of 39 not out World Cup earlier this competition. Africa.  Among the groin injury, missed out on the
the top spot in the in the second game of vyear. Varma’s rise to notable changes in the Australia Tests which begins
ICC T20I rankings the series played a pi- In addition to Pan- third place overall updated T20I bowlers® | November 22 in Perth. He last appeared in the first Test

following India’s wvotal role in stabilizing dya’s stellar perfor- places him just behind rankings, Australian | against New Zealand where he returned wicketless. On
successful four- India’s performance, mance, young talent top-ranked T20I bat- duo Adam Zampa and | Tuesday late at night, Kuldeep decided to confront a
match series while his impressive Tilak Varma’s excep- ter Travis Head and Nathan Ellis have made | troll who abused him on the internet. The X user, with
against  South bowling figures of 1/8 tional display in the England’s Phil Salt, significant strides, whi- | the handle named @Manas263, shared the spinner’s
Africa. The from three overs in the series against South making him the hig- le India’s Arshdeep | picture from the ICC ODI World Cup 2023, stating
31-year-old, pre- decisive fourth match Africa has propelled hest-rated batter from Singh has gained three | that every Indian cricketer is getting criticized except
viously ranked contributed significant- him 69 places up the India. Meanwhile, In- places to reach ninth | Kuldeep. Agitated by the obscene language, Kuldeep

gave it back and asked the person if he had been paid to
make such a remark on a public platform or had some

#&= Liam Livingstone the second time Pan- tion in the T20I series. to fourth place, with following his standout | personal enmity. “Hanji kis cheez ki dikkat hai apko ,
“ -_;_h" - and Nepal’s Di- dya has achieved the Varma’s outstanding teammate Sanju Sam- performances against | itna pyara likhne ke liye paise mile ya koi Jati dus mani
pendra  Singh No.l ranking for T20I performance earned son climbing 17 spots South Africa. hai,” Kuldeep wrote on X.
e © ®® © L1
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