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Shreyas lyer Becomes Costliest Player In IPL Auction
History, Sold To Punjab Kings For Rs..

New Delhi - Indian cricket
team batter Shreyas Iyer beca-
me the costliest player in the
history of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) auction history.
Shreyas, who was the Kol-
kata Knight Riders captain
in IPL 2024, was bought for
a mammoth sum of Rs 26.75
crore by Punjab Kings. Pun-

jab Kings and Delhi Capitals
were locked in a huge bidding
war for the star batter but it
was Punjab who finally emer-
ged victorious. Previously,
the biggest auction buy was
Australia fast bowler Mitchell
Starc who joined KKR for Rs
24.75 Crore.

Punjab Kings have bought

India pacer Arshdeep Singh
for Rs 18 crore after using
their Right to Match (RTM)
card in the IPL 2024 Aucti-
on here at the Abadi Al Johar
Arena in Jeddah on Sunday.
Arshdeep, with a base
price of Rs 2 crore, was the
first pick of the auction in the
first set of marquee players.

Chennai Super Kings were

the first to raise their paddle
followed by Delhi Capitals,
Gujarat

Titans, Rajasthan

- Royals and Sunrisers Hyde-

rabad.

Sunrisers Hyderabad won
the final bid for Arshdeep at
Rs 15.75 crore before Punjab
used their RTM card for their
player. SRH raised the price
to Rs 18 cr which Punjab
agreed to spare to acquire the
services of the pacer.

The two-day bidding acti-
on began after the opening
speech from the IPL Chair-
man Arun Dhumal.

Punjab Kings have the
highest purse of Rs 110.5 cro-
re for the two-day gala event
after retaining just two play-
ers - Shashank Singh, and
Prabhsimran Singh - before

the auction.

Kagiso Rabada was the
next player on the list and was
bagged by Gujarat Titans for
Rs 10.75 crore. GT headed
to the auction with a purse
of Rs 69 crore after retaining
Rashid Khan, Shubman Gill,
Sai Sudharsan, Rahul Tewatia
and Shahrukh Khan.

IPL CSK Team 20235 Players List: Chennai

Super Kings complete players list, squad

New Delhi - Chennai Super
Kings will embrace the fresh IPL
cycle with one eye on their transi-
tion after MS Dhoni stepped down
from captaincy last season. In a
new cycle under Ruturaj Gaik-
wad, CSK will inevitably look at
revamping their squad without
entirely giving up on their legacy.

With the 43-year-old Dhoni
staying put for another season,
CSK managed to retain their ta-
lisman without having to splur-
ge a fortune. The new IPL rule
allowing Indian internationals to
bracketed in the uncapped cate-
gory if they have gone five years
without a BCCI contract or natio-
nal team appearance helped CSK
to secure Dhoni for as low as Rs 4
crore. CSK also retained all-roun-
der Ravindra Jadeja for as high as
I8 crore, alongside skipper Rutu-
raj, despite the 35-year-old recent-
ly retiring from T20Is. Shivam

Chennai Super Kings Full IPL

2025 squad :

Sunil Gavaskar slams Bharat Army

for disrespecting Indian Tricolor

New Delhi - Sunil Gavaskar has
taken aim at India’s most popular
supporter group “Bharat Army”
for showing disrespect to the In-
dian flag in the first Test match
against Australia at Perth’s Optus
Stadium. Sunil Gavaskar has ur-
ged Bharat Army to change their
“Bharat”
“Army” written over them.
“I know that in India it’s not
accepted.” Gavaskar said while

flags, which has and

doing commentary on ABC Sport
during day two of the first Test
against Australia.

“I don’t think these [fans] are
really Indians. I'm not too sure
how many of them have Indian
passports, so they probably don't
understand the value, the relevan-
ce, the importance of the Indian

Player Role Price

Ruturaj Gaikwad Batter Rs 18 crore

Ravindra Jadeja All-Rounder Rs 18 crore
Matheesha Pathirana Bowler Rs 13 crore

Shivam Dube All-Rounder Rs 12 crore

MS Dhoni Wicketkeeper/Batter Rs 4 crore flag.

Dube and Matheesha Pathirana ving the side with one RTM card

firmed up other retentions, lea-

for the IPL Mega Auction.

“All Indians, including me, are
very grateful for the support that
they bring to the Indian cricket

team wherever the Indian cricket
team is playing. We are really,
really thankful and grateful for
that, but I would request them not
to have their group’s name on the
India flag.

“Design a new flag of your
own. If you design a new flag of
your own, I will myself wear it
with great pleasure.”

According to section two of
the Prevention of Insults to Natio-
nal Honour Act, 1971, “there shall
be no lettering upon the national

[

It states: “The national flag

flag” of India.

shall not be used as a portion of
costume or uniform or accessory
of any description which 1s worn
below the waist of any person nor
shall it be embroidered or printed
on cushions, handkerchiefs, nap-
kins, undergarments or any dress
material.”

The Bharat Army was formed
in 1999, and has close ties with the
Indian cricket team and has more
than 160,000 members globally.

Lakshya Sen needs to know his defense

“Always Stable, Always Solid”: DY

isn’t just dazzling, but dependable too

New Delhi - Lakshya
Sen’s sensational defense
can drop jaws and create
crowd highlight packa-
ges, a little like Rishabh
Pant’s one-handed sixes.
But at the China Masters
this week, Anders An-
tonsen slapped a 21-18,
21-15 victory onto Sen
in quarters — though early
in the match, Sen pulled
off his behind-the-back
dazzling defense for a
winner. But it was yet
another example of the
Indian, giving up when
things got tough. Sen
is gutsy, but not gritty

enough. He can dazzle
with his unique talent —

his many eye-popping
shots, the quick reacti-
ons, the slowly-develo-
ping kill smash, but he’s
not determined enough
to fight the boring attriti-
onal battles.

Antonsen looks con-
stantly restless to the
casual waltcher, but his
resilient game is reliable.
But what brought Sen
down were old refrains.
Almost broken record
reels. A 5-point lapse of
concentration, taking the

enchanting

foot off the pedal from
13-11 to 13-16, which
remains a mystery in his

game. The grief-giving

sort of mystery, not an
11-8
up. Sen was comfortably
catching the Dane on his
far forehand with neatly
effective down-the-line
smashes. But all it took
for Antonsen to turn the
tables was drawing Sen

one.

into longer rallies, which

frustrated the Indian no

end. It’s a curious case

because Sen is not low
on endurance. He posts
some of the best numbers

in all metrics that com-
bine towards stamina, so
he’s not low on fuel. He
has the defensive mettle
to last those rallies, he
can run, he can anticipa-
te, the slow courts actual-
ly help not put too much
pressure on his defense
and he is a tremendously
intelligent shuttler, one
of the world’s smartest
in reading his opponents.
At times you wonder, in
fact, if he enjoys defen-
sively dazzling spells too
much and unnecessari-
ly prolongs rallies, just
because he can.

Chandrachud Praises This Retired Cricketer

New Delhi : Former Chi-
ef Justice of India DY
Chandrachud, speaking
at NDTV’s Samvidhan
(@ 75 event, revealed his
enduring love for cricket.
Mr Chandrachud, who re-
tired recently as the 50th
Chief Justice of India, said that even
though his schedule does not allow
him, he tries his best to follow Indian
cricket as much as he can. ted,

“My favorite game 1is, of course,
cricket,” Mr Chandrachud said. “But
I do not get the time to play. Also, I
have become a bit old to play cricket
these days.”

Mr Chandrachud confessed to
following the ongoing Border-Gavas-
kar Trophy Test series between India
and Australia closely, albeit in bite-si-

reminiscing

cricketers,

the current players.

zed formats.
“I don’t get to see
but

mi-

the live broadcast,
I watch the 5-7
nute highlights

night to see how Virat

every

Kohli has played, how
Ravichandran Ashwin

has bowled, or if Jasprit Bumrah
has bowled well or not. Bumrah had
bowled really well at Perth,” he no-

about Bumrah’s

match-winning five-wicket haul that
skittled Australia for 104 in the first
Test at Perth.

When pressed about his favourite

Mr Chandrachud named

Jasprit Bumrah and Virat Kohli among

“Among previous

cricketers, I am a fan of Rahul Dravid
- always stable, always solid,” he said.
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