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Bajrang Punia banned for four years, can't wrestle or seek
coaching opportunities abroad: Complete timeline of events

New Delhi - Bajrang Punia, India’s
Tokyo Olympics bronze medal-win-
ning wrestler, was suspended by
the National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) for four years for refusing
to submit a sample for a doping test
on March 10 during the national team
selection trials. This decision came
after NADA had initially suspended
Bajrang Punia on April 23 for the
same offence, which led to a subsequ-
ent suspension by the World Gover-
ning Body, UWW.

This suspension means that he
will not be allowed to participate in
competitive wrestling nor seek co-
aching opportunities overseas, should
he wish to do so.

Bajrang contested the initial pro-
visional suspension, and on May 31,

NADA’s Anti-Disciplinary Doping
Panel (ADDP) lifted the suspensi-
on temporarily until a formal notice
of charges was issued. On June 23,
NADA formally notified him of the
charges.

In response to this, Bajrang, who
had aligned himself with the Con-
gress party alongside fellow wrestler
Vinesh Phogat and assumed leaders-
hip of the All India Kisan Congress,
filed a challenge against the charges
on July 11. Following this, hearings
took place on September 20 and
October 4.

The ADDP that
Bajrang was accountable for sancti-

concluded

ons under Article 10.3.1, resulting in
a four-year ban on his eligibility.
“The Panel holds that the Athlete

18 liable for sanctions under Article
10.3.1 and liable for ineligibility for
a period of 4 years,” the ADDP said
in its order.

“In the present case, since the
Athlete had been provisionally sus-
pended, the Panel accordingly holds
that the Athlete’s period of his ineli-

gibility for the period of 4 years shall

commence from the date on which the
notification was sent, 1.e., 23.04.2024.

“Needless to say that on acco-
unt of the lifting of the provisio-
nal suspension for the period from
31.05.2024 to 21.06.2024 shall not be
credited into the total period of ineli-

gibility of four years.”

Bajrang has consistently claimed
that he was subjected to unfair treat-
ment regarding doping control due to
his mvolvement mn protests against
the former Wrestling Federation of
India President, Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh. He insisted that he never out-
right refused to provide a sample
but rather sought clarification from
NADA regarding his concerns over
the use of expired testing kits that
were sent for his samples in Decem-
ber 2023.

NADA defended its actions, af-
firming that the Chaperone/Doping
Control Officer (DCO) had properly
approached him, explaining the re-
quirement to provide a urine sample
for analysis. In his written defense,

Bajrang expressed that NADA’s pre-
vious conduct had led to mistrust,
claiming that the organization’s lack
of acknowledgment or response in
past incidents eroded his confidence
in the doping control process. He felt
a sense of moral obligation to address
these concerns as a prominent athlete
in the sports community.

Bajrang stated that he was always
willing to provide a sample, contin-
gent upon receiving adequate respon-
ses from NADA regarding the expi-
red kits. However, NAD A maintained
that his refusal to cooperate was both
intentional and deliberate, asserting
that he has shown a blatant disregard
for his responsibilities as outlined in
Articles 20.1 and 20.2 of the Anti-Do-
ping Rules, 2021.

New Delhi - Legendary cricketer Sunil
Gavaskar heaped praise on Virat Kohli
following his 30th Test century during
the Perth Test in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy 2024-25. Sunil Gavaskar stated
that this might be Virat Kohli’s final tour
of Australia and predicted more centu-
ries from him in the remaining matches.

Virat Kohli entered the series after
a poor home Test performance against
New Zealand, where he averaged below
16 in three Test matches. However,
Virat Kohli made a stunning comeback
in the first match of the Australia series.
He scored an unbeaten century off 143

balls in India’s 295-run victory.

In a conversation with Sports Tak,
Sunil Gavaskar said that Virat Kohli’s

for the next four matches. Gavaskar said most experienced and best player gets

century boosts the team’s confidence

that Virat Kohli can score more centu-
ries in the remaining four Test matches.

al

| |
4_-\, %

“Yes, of course. Because when your

back m form in the first match. the te-
am’s confidence increases for the next

Tak.

he added.

four matches,” Gavaskar told Sports

“The team knows that even though
we lost two or three wickets, our strong
player is ready. They are in form. And
they... Because this could be their last
tour of Australia. So he can score more
centuries. There are four test matches.
He can definitely make more centuries,”

The former Indian skipper scored just
five runs in the first innings. However,
he silenced the critics with the century in
the second innings. KL Rahul and Yas-
hasvi Jaiswal added a 201-run opening
partnership at the Optus Stadium. Jasprit
Bumrah won the “Player of the Match”
for his bowling performance.

August.

Rishabh Pant’s retirement plan chalked

out by LSG owner Sanjiv Goenka

PTL

Mirabai Chanu To Skip
Weightlifting World
Championships To Continue Rehab

New Delhi - Tokyo Olympic silver medallist Mi-

»
B

rabai Chanu will miss next week’s weightlifting
World Championships in Manama, Bahrain as she
continues to undergo rehabilitation.

The 30-year-old former world champion has
not competed since her fourth-place finish in the
women’s 49kg category at the Paris Olympics in

“Mira is still in rehab after the Paris Olympics.
She will not be taking part in this World Cham-
pionship,” chief national coach Vijay Sharma told

Chanu had been in a race against time to reco-
ver for the Paris Games after she suffered a hip
injury at the Asian Games last year. There were

New Delhi - Lucknow Super Gi-
ants (LSG) have not only made a

bold statement by securing Ris-
habh Pant for a record-breaking
INR 27 crore at the IPL 2025
mega auction, but they've also
outlined a long-term vision for
the Indian wicketkeeper’s future
with the franchise.

Sanjiv Goenka, the Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG) owner, has
expressed a clear intent to have
Rishabh Pant for the next decade
or more. Pant’s resilience and de-
termination, demonstrated by his
incredible comeback from a li-

fe-threatening accident to reclaim
his place in the Indian cricket
team, has inspired Goenka and
the LSG management to break the
bank for him.

At just 27 years old, the explo-
sive left-handed batter represents
not just a short-term asset but
a player capable of shaping the
franchise's legacy in the Indian
Premier League (IPL), according
to the Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) owner Sanjiv Goenka.

Well, it was not just a
high-profile buy, but it's a strate-
gic investment in a player whose

fearless approach and leadership
qualities have already earned him
recognition worldwide. Goenka
said that Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) wants Rishabh Pant to fi-
nish his [PL career with the fran-
chise.Sanjiv Goenka was quoted
as saying by Times Now: “He
(Rishabh Pant) had a fatal acci-
dent. Yes. He came out of it and
has gone back to form, playing
for the country, and now that kind
of never-say-die attitude, [ think
that is something that’s not easy
to get, and he's only 27. So hope-
fully he’ll be with us till the time

he's 37, 38, 39, or 40.”

Notably, Pant has rewrit-
ten [PL history by becoming the
most expensive player after being
snapped up by LSG for an asto-
nishing INR 27 crore at the [PL
2025 mega auction.

This record-breaking price
has set a new benchmark in the
tournament’s history. The bid-
ding war was a spectacle, with
LSG and Delhi Capitals (DC)
fiercely competing fto acquire
Pant’s services in Jeddah.

Even Delhi Capitals (DC)
used their Right to Match (RTM)

card when LSG’s bid reached
INR 20.75 crore. However, Go-
enka wasn't ready to back down,
raising the stakes by an additional
INR 6.25 crore to secure the dy-
namic wicketkeeper-batter for a
mouthwatering INR 27 crore.

Speaking about this blockbus-
ter move, the LSG owner was qu-
oted as saying by Cricbuzz: “This
was not about one individual
player. It was not about egos. Did
we want to have the most expen-
sive player? No. At the end of
the day, this does not mean very
much to the franchise.”

murmurs surrounding her fitness even as she com-
peted at the Olympics.

Her dream to win an Asian Games medal —
the only medal missing from her overflowing trop-
hy cabinet — was dashed last year but the Mani-
puri, despite all the injuries, is determined to stand
on the podium at the the continental event. “It is
important for her to recover well as we will need
to begin preparation for the 2026 Commonwealth
Games and Asian Games.” Sharma added. In Cha-
nu’s absence, Commonwealth Championship gold
medallist Gyaneshwari Yadav will spearhead the
Indian challenge at the World Championships, be-
ginning on December 6. The 21-year-old will re-
present India in the 49kh weight class.
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