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Mohammed Shami told to
do this by BCCI to save
international career

Mohammed Shami has reportedly

found himself in a race against time

to return to the Indian Test team for
the ongoing Border-Gavaskar Trophy
2024-25 in Australia. After a long
injury layoff, Shami recently marked
his return to competitive cricket with
an impressive performance for Bengal
in the Ranji Trophy 2024-25 against
Madhya Pradesh in Indore.

However, the seasoned Indian pacer
Mohammed Shami’s selection for the
marquee five-match Test series bet-
ween Australia and India depends on
clearing multiple fitness benchmarks in
the ongoing Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
(SMAT) 2024-25.

It is being said that Mohammed Shami
1s under close observation by the
Board of Control for Cricket in India’s
(BCCI) medical team. The BCCI’s me-
dical team has been closely monitoring
Shami’s recovery post-surgery.

The very significant part of the crucial
evaluation is achieving improved fit-
ness levels and shedding excess weig-
ht, as these factors will be important
for Mohammed Shami’s endurance and
long spells in the Test matches.

The medical team is optimistic that
consistent game time will help Mo-
hammed Shami regain peak fitness.

&
!‘I'

Bengal’s matches
in the ongoing
Syed Mushtagq
Ali Trophy =
2024-25 are ‘
being used as a

H '{

crucial parameter
to assess his progress
to take the final call on
his Australia tour.

A BCCI source was
quoted as saying by
Times of India on
November 22: “What
one needs to see is
when he can let go
of the dependency
on the BCCTI's
medical team,
which is treating
him after every

spell he 1s 3
bowling. The P

. s »
medical team
feels he will start
losing weight as he keeps

playing matches, which will help build
his endurance. Since the Ranji Trophy
leg is over, the first round of SMAT
matches has been kept as a makeshift
yardstick.”

Meanwhile, reports suggested that BC-
CI's head of sports science, Nitin Patel,
and National Cricket Academy (NCA)
trainer, Nishant Bordoloi, are overse-
eing Mohammed Shami’s training and
recovery program during his stint with
the Bengal team.

If his recovery goes as planned, Shami
could potentially return to the Indian
lineup for the third Test of the ongo-
ing Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2024-

25 against Australia, which is set to
begin on December 14 at The Gabba,
Brisbane.
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Out-o f-favour
India batter Prit-
hvi Shaw is having a
tough time in cricket. He
could not find any takers
at the IPL 2025 mega au-
ction in Jeddah, Saudi
| Arabia. The 2018 U-19
World Cup winning
captain was seen as the
next big thing in Indian
cricket, but his downfall
in the past few years has
taken him out of consi-

cricket team. What has
become worse 1s the
fact that Shaw will

““Are These Legends Fools?” Prithvi
Shaw Blasted For ‘Ignoring’
Sachin Tendulkar, Others’ Advice

Capitals. In DC itself, he had a
chance to mteract with Rahul

him.

not be seen playing in IPL in
the upcoming season too. Twice
his name came up at the auction
and despite a base price of Rs 75
lakh, not one paddle went up for

This will be the first time sin-
ce Shaw’s IPL debut, in 2018,
that the right-handed batter will
not feature in a season.

Apart from lack of form,
Shaw has also received a lot of
criticism for his behaviour and
fitness from various former In-
dia cricketers and experts. Now a
former India selector has questi-
oned his improvement.

“Prithvi has been in Delhi

selector. who has watched Shaw

Dravid, who was also his U-19
India coach,
Sourav Ganguly,” a former India

from close quarters told PTI.

“It’s an open secret in Mum-
bai cricket that Tendulkar has
also spoken to him. Are these
legends fools? Do you see any
change in him? Even if there is,
it is not evident,” he added.

At the TPL 2025 auction, no
one was remotely interested in
Shaw, who had blazed into the
collective consciousness of In-
dian fans with his boyish charm

and a game to match.

But six years is a long time
and after the IPL rejection, Shaw
Ricky Ponting, now stands at the crossroads
in his career --- it can either go
boom or bust depending on what
he wants to make out of his ta-
lent.

In Indian cricket, there’s a
saying that perception travels
faster than light and in case of
Shaw, there’s nothing positive
coming from any quarter. Even
Mumbai Cricket
(MCA) dropped him from Ran-

j1 Trophy squad for being unfit

Associlation

before calling him back for Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy.

In a surprising twist
after his big IPL 2025
move, KL Rahul made
waves with a cheeky
football-related query
to his new franchise
boss, Parth Jindal, the
co-owner of the Delhi
Capitals (DC) franchi-
se.
He
snapped up by Delhi
Capaitals for a hefty INR
14 crore at the mega

was recently

auction. Having moved
from Lucknow Super
Giants to the Delhi Ca-
pitals, the right-handed
batter became an instant
the

front-runner for

W8 KL Rahul shocks Delhi Capitals owner!!
Demands a place in a different team

captaincy role ahead of
the TPL 2025, but what
truly caught everyone’s
attention was Rahul’s
playful viral moment on
social media.

Actually, KL Rahul
posted a clip on his In-

stagram story, where
he can be seen fielding
at backward point, and
he casually juggled the
ball with his

feet before finally grab-

cricket

bing it with his hands,
showcasing his football

skills 1n a moment that dal said that he shares a

left
commentators in awe.

even Australian good relationship with
the Indian batter and
Sharing the video hinted at making him
the DC captain ahead of
the IPL 2025. Parth Jin-
dal was quoted as say-
ing by ESPNcricinfo, “I

spoke to KL but haven’t

on Instagram, KL Ra-
hul asked the new IPL

Parth
Jindal, if there are any

franchise boss,

openings at Bengaluru
FC. Notably, Jindal, the
co-owner of the Delhi

met him yet. I know him

very well personally;
I will understand from
him (what he thinks),

and it will boil down

Capitals, 1s also the ma-
naging director of the
JSW Group which owns
the

franchise 1n the Indian

Bengaluru-based to what the coaching

group and finally what
(Grandhi, the

CO-OWner) and I want to

Super League (ISL). Kiran
After acquiring KL
Rahul at the IPL 2025

mega auction, Parth Jin-

do. There’s a lot of time
for that.”

‘Loyalty is expensive’

Aakash Chopra names
Venkatesh lyer’s cheap replacements for KKR

New Delhi - Defending champions Kol-
kata Knight Riders broke the bank to ac-
quire the services of Venkatesh Iyer for
INR 23.75 crore. He was one of the big
reasons behind KKR qualifying for the
2021 IPL final and in the last season, the
29-year-old made 370 runs in 14 matches
at a strike rate of 158.79. Kolkata mana-
gement was highly impressed by his per-

formance and for the same reason, they
decided to go the distance to have Venka-
tesh back in the squad. Former cricketer

Aakash Chopra analysed KKR’s move
and highlighted that with the same mo-
ney, KKR could have gotten back Phil
Salt or signed KL Rahul or Ishan Kishan.
He noted that a franchise often spends
such a high amount for a proven captain
or a cricketer who can cover different
bases. Chopra stated that Venkatesh isn’t
that ‘double-skilled” player and added
that by spending heavily on him, KKR
compromised their auction strategy.

“They retain the

couldn’t lyers

(Shreyas and Venkatesh) and they proba-
bly knew that they would get only one
of them when they went into the auction.
They didn’t go for their captain but for

Venky. When you spend 23.75 crore for
one player, you think he will either beco-
me this team’s captain or will be a dou-
ble-skilled player at least but he 1s neither
of them,” Chopra said on his YouTube
channel.

“Loyalty 1s expensive, it 1s absolutely
right. When you spend so much money
on a player, your balance is compromi-
sed somewhere or the other. Then you
start thinking whether you could have
picked Salt instead of him. You would

have got Salt for 12 crore and were get-
ting KL Rahul for 14 crore, or else Ishan
Kishan. He also could have opened,” the
47-year-old added.

With Shreyas Iyer gone, KKR will
have to appoint a new captain ahead of
the forthcoming season. Chopra recalled
the options in Rinku Singh, Sunil Nari-
ne, Venkatesh, Ajinkya Rahane, Manish
Pandey and Moeen Ali but couldn’t pin-
point one name that the franchise can
consider.
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