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Adelaide - India play just their
fifth-ever pink-ball Test when
they face Australia at the Adelaide
Oval from December 6 for the
second match of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy. This will be
Test
match away from home, with the

India’s second day-night

previous instance also being at
the same venue. That particular
match became one that Indian
fans would’ve wanted to forget in
a jiffy in its immediate aftermath,
but it 1s now remembered almost
fondly because of what came after.

India hosted pink-ball Test
matches at three different venues
across the country in 2019, 2021,
and 2022. Here,
how each of their day-night Test

We examine

matches has gone thus far.

The first-ever pink-ball Test
that India played amid much
fanfare with the buildup towards
the match being akin to the start of

a major tournament in Kolka‘[a It
also happened to be pacer Ishant
Sharma’s 10th Test. Bangladesh

had won the toss and chose to bat

first. The pacers ruled the roost
with Ishant taking five wickets
and Umesh Yadav taking three
as Bangladesh were all olut for
a paltry 106 runs. Captain Virat
Kohli scored 136 in 194 balls while
Cheteshwar Pujara and Ajinkya
Rahane scored half-centuries as
India declared on 347/9 in reply.
Once again, Bangladesh had no

answers to India’s pacers as Ishant
took four wickets and Umesh took
five to dismiss the visitors for 195
runs and India won their first pink-
ball Test by an innings and 46 runs.

An iconic Test match for quite
a few reasons. India won the toss
and chose to bat first. Kohli led
the way with a gritty 75 off 180
balls as India were all out for 244,
Mitchell Starc took four wickets
while Pat Cummins took three.
India responded strongly with

Ravichandran Ashwin getting a

36 all out and runaway victories

4-fer and pacers Umesh Yadav
and Jasprit Bumrah taking three
and two wickets respectively as
Australia were all out for 191 runs.
India lost a wicket in the Prithvi
Shaw at the end of Day 2 but were
generally considered to be well
ahead in the match. What followed
in the first session of Day 3 was
the kind of carnage that is rarely
seen in Test cricket. India had lost
five more wickets for 26 runs in
the first hour. They lasted just over
three overs after the drinks break
and were all out for 36 runs, their
lowest-ever Test score and the
fourth-lowest in the history of the
format. Australia chased down the
target of 90 with eight wickets to
spare. This was the first Test of the
series but India miraculously went
on to win two of the next three
matches, leading to this match
being seen in an entirely different
light.

Yashasvi Jaiswal chases Sachin
Tendulkar’s record as India gear up
for Adelaide Test against Australia

NEW DELHI As
Team India prepares
for the pink-ball Test
match against Australia
in  Adelaide,
Yashasvi

opener
Jaiswal will
have a record to aim for,
one that might see him
surpass the great Sachin
Tendulkar. Jaiswal, who
i1s only 22 years old, is
The
young player dominated
the
for the majority of the

smashing records.

home conditions
year before slaying the
Aussie conditions in the
first Test match in Perth
161.
amassed

with a brlliant
Jaiswal has
1,280 runs so far this

year, including three

and

hundreds
fifties, at an average of
58.18 and a strike rate of
72.52, with an unbeaten
214 his highest score.

SEVEI

Border-Gavaskar
TrophyThe young player
needs just 282 more
runs to surpass Sachin’s
record for the most Test
runs an Indian has made
in a calendar year. With

seven hundreds and five

fifties, Sachin amassed
1,562 runs at an average
of 78.10 in 14 Test
matches and 23 innings
in 2010. 214 was his
highest score. 1th 1,788
runs in 11 games and 19
innings at an average of
99.33 1n 2006, Pakistani
batting great Mohammed
Yousuf holds the record
for most Test runs in a

calendar year.

New Delhi -

positions, which

has created
some

The battle for the world
chess title retumns after the second rest
day as D Gukesh and Ding Liren resume
their rivalry in Singapore on Tuesday

(3 December). Both Gukesh and Ding
are tied on three points each after the
first six matches. The first three matches
saw two conclusive results, but the last
three matches have been all draws, with

D Gukesh vs Ding Liren, World Chess
Championship 2024 Game 7 Live:

Indian GM aims for second win

controversy in the chess world. Some
chess legends are not impressed with
how Indian Grandmaster Gukesh, 18,

with on Australian solil,

boasting an impressive

record of seven Test

centuries m  just 14

matches Down Under. His

performances have been

mstrumental i India’s 1
recent successes against the records in sight. Kobhli

cent ury at

both players squandering advantageous

has played against 32-year-old Liren, the
reigning world champion. Former world
champion Vladimir Kramnik has said that
the ongoing World Chess Championship
is not at the level expected from the
biggest match in the sport.

Baggy Greens in their own
backyard. As the ongoing
Border-Gavaskar  series
unfolds, Kohli is on the
brink of rewriting history
books with two monumental

entered the current series

under pressure after a
lackluster display against
New Zealand. However, the
star batter quickly silenced

critics with a scintillating

innings not only marked
Kohli’s  resurgence but
also  highlighted  his

love for the Australian

conditions,  where he
consistently delivers on
The

upcoming Adelaide Test

the grandest stages.

“.. could see Kohli surpass

the
Stadium in Perth. His knock
helped India set amammoth
target of 534 for Australia,

Optus

leading to a commanding
295-run  victory as the
hosts folded for 238. This

Sachin Tendulkar for the
most centuries in Border-
Gavaskar series
Both

stand at nine centuries each.

history.

legends currently

A single ton in Adelaide
would crown Kohli as the

Virat Kohli Set To Break Don Bradman’s
76- Year Old Record In Australia

Australia - Virat Kohli has
long been a force to reckon

leading century-maker
in this fiercely contested
rivalry, cementing his
legacy i the series.

Another historic milestone
awaits Kohli in the form of
Sir Don Bradman’s long-
standing record for most
international centuries
by a visiting batter in a
single country. Bradman
amassed 11  centuries
against England in their
own backyard, a record that
has stood unchallenged for

76 years.

Who is the Hyderabad techie getting married to

badminton champion PV Sindhu? Meet Venkata Datta

d

/' Hyderabad - Looks like wedding bells
are ringing for the two-time Olympic

medallist badminton player PV Sindhu.
Asperreports, she is gearing upto tie the
knot on December 22 in Udaipur. The
former world champion, who sought
victory at the Syed Modi International
in Lucknow on Sunday, is preparing
to tie the knot with Hyderabad-based
Venkata Datta Sai,

Director at Posidex Technologies.

an Executive

In an interview with PTI, the
shuttler’s father, PV Ramana shared
that the two families knew each
other but it was only a month ago

that everything was finalised. He further
added that this was the only possible
window as her schedule would become
hectic from January. Hence, the two
families decided to have the marriage
ceremony on December 22. The reception
will be held in Hyderabad on December
24. As per reports, the wedding-related
festivities will kickstart on December 20.
Who is Venkata Datta Sai?

Venkata Datta Sai currently holds the
position of Executive Director at Posidex
Technologies. As per the information
available on LinkedIn, he has completed
his Diploma in Liberal Arts and Sciences/

Liberal Studies from the Foundation of
Liberal
He earmned his Bachelor of Business

and Management Education.
Administration (BBA) in Accounting and
Finance from Pune’s FLAME University
in 2018, followed by a Master’s degree in
Data Science and Machine Learning from
the International Institute of Information
Technology, Bengaluru.

Venkata Datta Sai gained professional
experience with JSW, where he served
both as a summer intern and as an In-
House Consultant. Reflecting on his time
there, he shared on his LinkedIn profile
that his BBA in finance and economics

“pales in comparison to managing an [PL
team”, but admitted to learning a lot from
both of these experiences.

Since 2019, Venkata Datta Sai has
held the position of Managing Director
at Sour Apple Asset Management while
also serving as Executive Director at
Posidex Technologies. In his roles, he
has focused on developing innovative
solutions to address complex challenges.
His work has enabled critical operations
at major banks, including HDFC and
ICICI, streamlining processes like instant
credit score matching for loans and credit
cards.
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