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Mohammed Siraj Breaks Shoaib Akhtar's Fastest Ball Record?

New Delhi - It was a pleasant expe-
rience for Australian fans in the
ongoing second Test match against
India in Adelaide on Friday. Clo-
se to 50,000 fans were there at the
Adelaide Oval to see the toughest
clash between India and Australia
in a pink-ball game.

The Indian batters struggled on
the opening day of the second Test
as they looked clueless in front of
the Australian bowlers. Veteran
pacer Mitchell Starc unleashed fire
as he scalped six wickets and re-
stricted India to just 180 runs.

When India started bowling, it

was Mohammed Siraj who made
headlines after getting involved in
a heated argument with Marnus La-
buschagne in his last over of Day
1. But then the heated banter did
not catch fans” attention much but
one thing did. Siraj bowled the fas-
test bowl in the history of cricket
and it looked like he broke Shoaib
Akhtar's record of 161.3 kmh. Fans
were shocked to see Siraj clocking
the speed of 181.6 kmh as the ball
went down the leg and Labuschag-
ne was on strike.

After a while, everyone came to
know that it was a technical glitch

from the broadcasters, who quickly
corrected the error. But social me-
dia went berserk after the speed

gun’s fault.

Australia Squad: Pat Cummins

(C), Alex Carey (WK),

Usman

Nathan
Labuschagne,
Smith, Travis Head, Mitchell
Marsh, Mitchell Starc, Nathan
Lyon, Josh Hazlewood, Josh Inglis,
Scott Boland.

India Squad: Rohit Sharma
(C), Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL Rahul,
Devdutt Padikkal, Virat Kohli,
Rishabh Pant(w), Dhruv Jurel, Ni-
tish Reddy, Ravichandran Ashwin,
Akash Deep, Jasprit Bumrah(vc),

Khawaja, McSweeney,

Marnus Steven

Mohammed Siraj, Sarfaraz Khan,
Prasidh Krishna, Ravindra Jadeja,
Harshit Rana, Washington Sundar,
Abhimanyu Easwaran.

Lut practui cae quem que iam.
Id C. Bonis? Tum noveme in non-
scerl publibultus et, quam moerop-
tiorum publicultus, quon actam ut
perbitus inpratri tala vestilius con-
sul vit; nos vius.

Ununum plia sentracte is. con-
emni tandis hum mactus etionit C.
Ra L. Gracchui ines con vehebat,
sintu menatoditi, infum movenih
ilicam essimilla terfex moreo, etiu
in nemus, nos in audam prora, om-
nestra vivivas damquit, patqui pu-
bliam potabem, Cuperum dicatqui
sente pulla de num trum erorudem

erum conox mendam.

Rohit or Kohli need to go and tell him, he's disrespecting
the game : Australia legend hammers Mohammed Siraj

New Delhi - Mohammed Siraj has

fact that when he hits a guy on the pads,

singles player Sumit Nagal

Sumit Nagal Gets Direct Entry
Into Australian Open, Will Play
Fifth Grand Slam In A Row

New Delhi - India’s top

become the subject of intense scrutiny
and backlash following his fiery send-
off to Australian centurion Travis Head
on Day 2 of the second Test at Adelaide
Oval. The incident, which occurred after
Siraj dismissed Head for a blistering 140
off just 141 balls, has not only ruffled
feathers in the Australian camp but also
drawn criticism from former cricketing
legends. Head himself, speaking to Fox
Cricket after his dismissal, admitted to
being "slightly disappointed" by the
aggressive reaction from Siraj. "If they
want to react like that, and if that’s how
they want to represent themselves, then
so be it," Head said, indicating his dis-
pleasure with the fiery exchange.

Siraj’s actions did not go unnoticed
by the Adelaide crowd, who responded
with boos for the rest of Australia’s
innings, with the bowler likely to face
similar treatment when he takes to the
crease himself on Day 3. The incident
has caused a stir both on and off the fi-
eld, with many believing Siraj crossed
the line in terms of sporting conduct.

Former Ausfralian captain Mark
Taylor has condemned the bowler’s be-
havior as "disrespecting the game." On
the Willow Talk podcast, Taylor took
issue not only with the send-off of Head
but also with Siraj’s repeated "celebrap-
peals," where he celebrates wickets be-
fore even looking back at the umpire,
often to find the batter not out. This hap-
pened most recently when Siraj thought
he had trapped Marnus Labuschagne

LBW, only for the umpire to rule the ap-

peal as not out.

Taylor stated, “I don’t know who in-
stigated it, but it’s not a good look, par-
ticularly when a guy makes 140, refer-
ring to Siraj’s confrontation with Head.
The former Australian great further
added, "I"d like to see someone have a
little word to Mohammed Siraj." Taylor,
who has always valued aggression in
bowlers, expressed concerns over Siraj’s
approach. “I like his competitive natu-

re, he’s a fine bowler... I don’t like the

and he thinks he’s got him out LBW, he
continues to run down the pitch, past the
batsman, almost gets to the keeper and
then looks around to the umpire to see if
he’s going to give it out.”

aylor believes this kind of behavior
is defrimental to the game and should
be reined in before it escalates further.
"That’s got to stop, and if it doesn’t stop
shortly, someone — and it’ll be the um-
pires or the match referee — might stop
it for him, and give him a game off. We
don’t want that,” he cautioned.

Rohit, Kohli should have word
with him

Taylor also urged senior Indian play-
ers, particularly captain Rohit Sharma
and former captain Virat Kohli, to have
a word with Siraj and guide him toward
more respectful conduct on the field.

"Someone like a Rohit Sharma or
Virat Kohli needs to go up to him, and
say ‘mate, yeah be excited, be aggressi-
ve, get in batsmen’s face, love all that,
but that is disrespecting the game and
the umpire,"" Taylor suggested.

has secured a direct entry
into the Australia Open
2025, making his second
appearance in the year’s
first Grand Slam which

will be played in Melbourne from January 6-26.
Nagal, who is ranked 98th in the ATP World
Rankings, is one of the last singles players to confirm

a direct enfry into the 128-player draw.
This 1s Nagal’s fifth direct entry into a Grand
Slam main draw and eighth overall, having played all

four Grand Slam events in 2024. His best result at a

Grand Slam event is reaching the second round at the
Australian Open and the US Open, both of which he

did this year.

The 27-year-old Nagal, who was born in Jaitpur,

Haryana, will be playing for the third time in the

Australian Open. The enfry list was announced in

Melbourne on Friday.

Nagal is the 2015 Junior Wimbledon champi-

on, becoming the sixth Indian player to win a junior

Grand Slam title. The Davis Cupper has a best-ever

ranking in singles of 68 that he achieved in the week
starting July 15, 2024. At the Ausfralian Open 2025,
Nagal will be hoping to improve his best performance
and reach the third round if he gets a good draw.

Here's How India Can Still Quality For World Test Championship 20235 Finals

New Delhi - Australia defeated In-

in the second Test,

New Zealand's

Wednesday defeat to England on Sun-

were to keep their top two position.

dia by 10 wickets in the second Test
at Adelaide Oval, which took place
from December 6 to 8, 2024. After
knocking India out for 180 runs in
the first innings, Mitchell Starc excel-
led with 6 wickets for 48 runs, while
Pat Cummins added 5 wickets in the
second innings, reducing India to 175.
Despite a valiant 42 from Nitish Ku-
mar Reddy, India struggled to match
Australia's pace onslaught. Australia
successfully chased a modest 19-run
target without losing a wicket, resul-
ting in a 1-1 series.

Following their loss to England

downhill slide continues a week after
a significant upheaval in the [CC Wor-
Id Test Championship (WTC) 2024-
25 standings. Australia's strong Pink
Ball Test performance, meantime, has
helped them climb the WTC rankings.
Over India, they have triumphed.

Australia levelled the five-match
series 1-1 by 10 wickets in the Pink
Ball Test, therefore enhancing their
prospects of landing a position in the
WTC final in London.

Once a fierce rival for the 2025
WTC final, New Zealand has plum-
meted to sixth place with a devastating

day.

If India wins the BGT 3-1, they
will remain in the top two places in
the WTC ranks. Still, their status also
relies on the situation of South Aftica.
Should the Proteas triumph in their
second Test against Sr1 Lanka (having
won the first by 233 runs), they might
propel India to the top.

An India 3-2 victory over Aust-
ralia would create some uncertainty.
India would need Sri Lanka to at le-
ast draw one of their two forthcoming
tests against Australia, scheduled for
January-February next year, if they

India's qualifying gets more difficult
if the series ends in a 2-2 tie between
Australia and India. Then, they would
require: South Africa to win their se-
ries 2-0 against Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka
to defeat Australia by at least a 1-0
margin in their two-Test series. India
would be in a tough spot if they lost
the series 2-3 because their qualifying
would depend on a number of factors:

New Zealand must draw 1-1 with
England.

South Africa must draw their se-
ries 1-1 with both Sri Lanka and Pa-
kistan.
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