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The Kamlesh Nagarkoti
story: Battling injuries, long
rehab, fresh start with CSK

'Can A 13-Year-Old Hit Such A Long Six?': Former
Pakistan Pacer Questions Vaibhav Suryavanshi's Age

NEW DELHI: Kamlesh Nagarkoti's career
has been riddled with injuries, keeping the rig-

ht-arm pacer off the cricket field more than on

1t. A promising talent from India's victorious
2018 Under-19 World Cup squad, Nagarkoti
became an IPL sensation that same year when

the Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) bought him
for a whopping Rs 3.2 crore after a fierce bid-

ding war.

Nothing went as he would have liked from

there on as the seamer, known for consistent-

ly clocking 140 plus kmph, was forced to miss

the entire season due to a foot injury before the
tournament began. The KKR think-tank retai-
ned him in 2019 but he remained off-field for
another season due to a back injury. When he
finally made his IPL debut in 2020, the promi-
sing quick played 10 games and managed just
5 wickets. Released by KKR ahead of the IPL
2022 Mega Auction, Nagarkoti was picked up
by the Delhi1 Capitals for Rs 1.1 crore but fea-

tured 1n only one match before a back mnjury

ended his season.

At the recent IPL 2025 mega auction, in-
terest naturally wasn't high for Nagarkoti and

Chennar Super Kings (CSK) got his services
for a bid of Rs 30 lakh. For a player who has

been battling a lot of mjury issues for last six

years, 1t was the end of a very long wait. "I

have been waiting for this for a long time. I

am grateful that I have got an opportunity once

again. | am back again where 1 always wanted

to be. I am eager to join CSK, and that's becau-
se of Mahendra Singh Dhonu sir.

New Delhi - Recently
becoming the youngest
ever player to be picked
at an IPL auction, Vaib-
hav Suryavanshi recently
represented an India U19
team at the Asia Cup 2024
in UAE where his team fi-
nished as the runners-up.
Suryavanshi was picked
by Rajasthan Royals at the
mega auction for Rs 1.1
crore in Jeddah.

At the U19 Asia Cup,
after a quiet start, Surya-

vanshi showed his wares
with back-to-back blis-

tering half-centuries that
propelled India into the fi-
nal. Against UAE, he the
13-year-old opener belted
an unbeaten 76 off 46 with
three fours and six sixes.
And then in the semifinal
against Sri Lanka, he led
India’s successful chase
of 174 with a 36-ball 67
during which he struck six
fours and five sixes.
Former Pakistan fast
bowler Junaid Khan is in
disbelief at the long sixes
that Suryavanshi blasted
against Sri Lanka in Shar-

jah insinuating if 13 is his
real age.
“Can a 13-year-old
kid really hit such a long
s1x?7??” Junaid wrote on

Instagram while sharing a

clip of a six Suryavanshi
off Sri Lankan pacer Dul-
nith Sigera as the ball lan-
ded deep into the stands.
Recently, Suryavans-
hi’s father Sanjeev brus-

hed aside the age con-
troversy and said his son
can undergo bone test if
needed.

“When he was 8 and
half years old he first ap-
peared for a BCCI bone
test. He has already played
India U-19. We don’t fear
anyone.

Suryavanshi  repre-
sents Bihar in domestic
cricket and has played
five first-class matches in
addition to a T20. Earlier
in September, he scored

a cenfury against Austra-

lia aged 13 years and 187
days which made him the
youngest ever to do so in
youth cricket.

Sanjeev told Newsl8
that growing wup, they
faced financial challenges.

“We faced many dif-
ficulties, which also in-
cluded a financial crisis.
When Vaibhav was five
years old, I used to make
him practice cricket at our
doorstep. At the age of 7,
Vaibhav was enrolled in
Samastipur Sports Aca-
demy.

| wonder if Andy Murray can contribute to Novak Djokovic's
game: Rublev questions Serbian’s coaching decision

New Delhi - Aiming to
bounce back to form in
2025, Novak Djokovic
appointed Andy Murray
as his coach in November
this year. Murray, who
announced his retirement
earlier this year, will be
on court with Djokovic
from the 2025 Australian
Open.

The
bombshell news for ten-

decision  was
nis fans, experts and play-
ers. World No. 8 Andrey
Rublev also joined the
bandwagon and he revea-
led that he was left confu-
sed by the announcement
as he didn’t see how it co-
uld benefit Djokovic. But

Rublev also felt that their
friendship could be bene-
ficial to Djokovic during
the season.

“Novak 1s one of the

most accomplished play-
ers in history. In that way,
[ wonder if Andy can con-

tribute to his game and
On
the other hand, they are

add new elements.

good friends, which be-

nefits their collaboration.
We must remember that
positive energy someti-
mes gives much more at
this level than anything
else. Novak knows ten-
nis better than everyone,
and he can feel fresh and
moftivated with Andy in
his box. It will be intere-
sting to see Andy's reacti-
ons when Novak gets too
emotional and throws bad
words at his team,” said
Rublev.

Djokovic and Murray
met 36 times, with the
Serbian ace leading 25-
Il overall and 11-8 in
finals. Ten of their face-
offs have been in majors,

with Djokovic leading
8-2. They are also one
of the two male pairs to
have contested the finals
of each of the four majors
(Djokovic-Nadal i1s the
other).

Meanwhile, the Serbian
leads 20-8 on hard courts
and 5-1 on clay. Murray
won their two matches

played on grass.

The duo are almost of
the same age, with Mur-
ray being a week older.
They went to fraining
camp together and as ju-
niors, Murray won the
first fixture they played

against each other.
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New Delhi - Legendary
West Indies cricketer Andy
Roberts heaped praise on
Mohammed Shami, calling
him "India's best bowler."
Roberts, a daunting mem-
ber of the famous West
Indies pace quartet - Mic-
hael Holding, Joel Gar-
ner, and Colin Croft being
the others - that terrorised
batters across the globe in
the 19070s and 80s, said
Jasprit Bumrah might get
more wickets but Shami is
the complete package who
has more control and can
seam and swing the ball

both ways.

“Shami has been In-
dia’s best bowler for a
while. He may not get the
amount of wickets Jasprit
Bumrah gets, but he’s the
full package and is more
consistent than the rest.
Shami swings the ball,
Shami seams the ball and
Shami’s control is as good
as Bumrah’s," Roberts told
Mid-day.

Roberts, who picked up
202 wickets in 47 Tests at
an average of 25.61, said
Mohammed Siraj, India's
af-

second-best seamer

-

i1s nowhere near Shami's
class. Shami should play.
Mohammed Siraj is now-

here near Shami,” Roberts
added.

When will Shami go
to Australia?
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ter Bumrah in Australia,
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Roberts'
come at a time when Sha-

comments

mi's availability for the re-
mainder of the Border-Ga-

vaskar Trophy 1s still in
doubt. The veteran of 64
Tests has not played for
India since the ODI Wor-
Id Cup in November last
year. His last Test match
was also against Australia
in the WTC final in June
last year.

After recovering from
a long injury layoff, Shami
has looked in fine form for
Bengal in the solitary Ranji
trophy match and T20s that
he has played. After play-
ing a major role in taking
Bengal to the knockouts,
picking up 8 wickets in

seven matches at a 7.67
economy, Shami played a
match-winning hand with
both bat and ball against
Chandigarh to take them
to the quarterfinals. Shami
scored an invaluable 17-
ball-32 and bowled 13 dot
balls in his four overs.
Despite Shami giving
a good account of himself
in the Syed Mushtaq Ali
matches, the NCA is yet to
give him a green signal for
the Australia Tests. After
India lost the second Test
in Adelaide, captain Ro-
hit Sharma said "doors are

always open for Shami"
but has developed a new
swelling on his knee that
the medical team is moni-
toring.

The five-match Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy cur-
rently stands 1-1. The third
Test at the Gabba in Bris-
bane is slated to begin on
Saturday. It 1s safe to say
that there is no chance of
Shami being available for
that match, but the possibi-
lity of seeing him in action
for the Boxing Day Test in
Melbourne cannot be ruled
out.
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