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Ungulates, small mammals spotted near

Samruddhi Expressway during wildlife study

Mumbai: The
camera traps placed at
wildlife underpasses and
overpasses along the
Samruddhi Expressway
between Nagpur and Sinnar
captured evidence of the
diverse wildlife species
inhabiting the area which
mcluded ungulates, small
mammals and camivores.
Researchers claimed that
these observations will
significantly assist in
assessing the effectiveness
of wildlife mitigation
measures along the
Samruddhi expressway.

The Wildlife Institute
of India (WII) signed a
year-long Memorandum

of Understanding with
Maharashtra State Road
Development Corporation
(MSRDC) to monitor
the use of the mitigation
measures on the expressway
and began a monitoring
study of the crossing
structures earlier this year.
The monitoring exercise
is being carried out using
camera traps to record wild

animals using a total of

1797 mitigation structures
of 11 types including
wildlife underpasses and
overpasses were constructed
on sensitive stretches on the
expressway. These included
7 wildlife overpasses, 17
wildlife underpasses and

'"Delhi Chalo' march

CJI takes note of traffic issues, says
SC will accommodate if lawyers
face problem in reaching court

the Swaminathan

= = | Commission. Massive

| security arrangements
& have been put in place

s on the borders of the

New Delhi | The
assurance from a bench led
by CJI Chandrachud came
in the morning when the
bench assembled to hear the
proceedings. The court said
that if any lawyer faces a
problem with traffic 1ssues.
the bench will accomodate
The farmers' protesthas been
called by the Sanyukt Kisan
Morcha (Non-Political) and
Kisan Mazdoor Morcha.
They are demanding
the enactment of a law
guaranteeing a minimum
support price (MSP)
and the implementation
of recommendations of

% national capital because
of the 'Delhi Chalo' protest.
Delhi Police have already
enforced Section 144,
restricting the entry of tractor
trolleys and large assemblies
as part of measures to
maintain law and order.
Meanwhile, Supreme Court
Bar Association (SCBA)
President Adish Aggarwala
on Tuesday wrote a letter
to Chief Justice of India
(CII). DY Chandrachud to
take suo motu action against
erring farmers for forcibly
trying to enter Delhi 1n a
bid to create nuisance and
disturb the daily life of
citizens.

2 tunnels within WFAs, in
addition to those outside
WFAS.

The WII said that the
study will further analyse
what structures are more
efficient and which ones
are not. With this aim, the
monitoring team deployed
64 camera traps across the
wildlife overpasses and

wildlife underpasses along
the expressway. Animals
spotted near Samruddhi
Expressway/ Sourced
PhotoAmimals spotted near
Samruddhi Expressway/
Sourced Photo The team
spotted varied wildlife

species mcluding herds of

large ungulates like Nilgai
(Boselaphus tragocamelus),
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chinkara. and wild pig (Sus
scrofa), smaller mammals
like the Indian hare

(Lepus migricollis), Indian
crested porcupine (Hystrix

indica) and mongoose
(Herpestidae), carmivores
like a leopard (Panthera
pardus) and grey langur
(Semnopithecus entellus).
Samruddhi Expressway-
-a crucial project linking
Mumbai and Nagpur-
-1s a 701-kmOlong road

passing through three vaned

habitat types which are
dry deciduous forests near
Nagpur, grasslands in the

middle section and Western

Ghats near the end of the
expressway in Mumbai.

Supreme Court quashes defamation
complaint against Tejashwi Yadav

New Delhi | The
Supreme Court Tuesday
quashed the defamation
complaint against
Rashtriya Janatat Dal
leader Tejashwi Yadav over
his alleged "only Gujaratis
can be thugs" remark after
he agreed to withdraw the
statement The Supreme
Court Tuesday quashed
the defamation complaint
against Rashtriya Janatat
Dal leader Tejashwi
Yadav over his alleged
"only Gujaratis can be
thugs" remark after he
agreed to withdraw the
statement. A bench of
Justices A S Oka and Uyjal
Bhuyan granted the relief
to the former Bihar deputy

chief mmister on his plea
seeking to transfer the
defamation trial to a court
outside Gujarat, newswire
PTI reported. "We have
quashed the case in view
of petitioner withdrawing
his statement on record.
Accordingly disposed of."
the bench said.

The top court on
February 5 had reserved
its order on a plea filed by
Tejaswani Yadav seeking
transfer of the criminal
defamation complaint
pending agamst lim 1n a
Ahmedabad court over
hisalleged "only Gujaratis
can be thugs" remark to

a place outside the state,
preferably Delhi. The

apex court on January
29 had directed Yadav to
file a "proper statement"
withdrawing his alleged
remark that " only Gujaratis
can be thugs".

Yadav on January 19
filed an affidavit in the
apex court withdrawing his
alleged "Gujarati thugs"
remark. The top court,
while hearing the Rashtriya
Janata Dal leader's plea,
had earlier stayed the
proceedings in the criminal
defamation complaint and
1ssued notice to the Guyarat
resident who had filed it.
The complaint against
Yadav was filed for alleged
criminal defamation, the
PTI news report said.

Incarcerated Imran Khan rejects options to
form coalition govt with PML-N, PPP and MQM

Islamabad | Former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan, currently
incarcerated in Rawalpindi’s
Adiala Jail. has ruled out
the possibility of forming a
coalition government with
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), and
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM) Former Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan,
currently incarcerated in
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail,
has ruled out the possibility
of forming a coalition
government with Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), and Muttahida
Qaumi Movement (MQM).

The 71-year-old Khan.
also the founder of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI) party, was speaking
with journalists at the

high-security Adiala Jail
in Rawalpindi. Khan and
many of his party colleagues
are lodged in jail for many
months in connection with

convictions Inmultiple cases,
newswire PTI reported.
Following the recent
general elections where
independent candidates,
largely supported by Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTT) party. secured 101 seats
in the 266-member National
Assembly. negotiations for
coalition formation have
been underway between
PML-N and PPP due to
the lack of a clear majority.

However, Khan's firm stance
has shifted the political
landscape, leaving the
possibility of an alternative
coalition open.  Khan said
there would be no talk
with the PML-N, the PPP.
and the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM) but
expressed willingness to
contact all other parties and
groups. “There can be no
alliance with PML-N, PPP,
and MQM.,™ he said, adding
that he had directed PTI
Information Secretary Raouf
Hasan to bring together
all parties except the three
parties. Khan also alleged
that elections were rigged
and said it would increase
instability in the country
and negatively impact the
economy. He kept saying
that free and transparent
elections were the only
solution. “Such electoral

fraud never happened in
the history of the country.”
“Attempts are being made
to bring down the money
laundering syndicate to
power. The Shanf family is
the biggest money launderer
of the country,” he alleged
and added that the country's
biggest problem was dollars
and alleged that the Shanf
family would send dollars
abroad.

“Those who have been
brought [to rule] are the
biggest money launderers.”
Khan was quoted as alleging
by Geo News portal. The
PTT founder further claimed
that both Nawaz Sharif and
his daughter Maryam Nawaz
lost the elections and said.
“We are the firstto challenge
the election results. We will
also approach the Supreme
Court agamst the election
results.”
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