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Novak Djokovic will run out of energy: Andre Agassi

BENGALURU

FTSTET UTEr=e. (%' HaT)

: Andre Agassi capability. Cannot be easy, espe- parts to the game such as decisi- werful, tall, precise through the co-

wondered if the 24-time major win-
ner Novak Djokovic would miss
his greatest rivals -- the now-refi-
red Rafael Nadal and Roger Fede-
rer -- in the last leg of a glittering
career where the 37-year-old goes
for more history.

The eight-time Grand Slam
champion, in the city for the TiE
Global
kovic's run and the Serb's recent

Summit, assessed Djo-
partnership with friend and rival
Andy Murray in a candid chat with
media.

It's hard to say, Father Time
always wins. He has already done
so much for so long, it's hard to
imagine longer. We said that about
(Roger) Federer too. I think Novak
will run out of energy more than

cially when the people you came
to the dance with have left, that's
a big thing.

When Pete (Sampras) retired it
was a blow to me, it set me back a
little bit. It made me rediscover my
inspirations on some level. Djoko-
vic has lost the guys he made his-
tory with. It'll probably get toug-
her and tougher emotionally, but I
would never bet against them. Bet
against them at your peril.

In any coach-student relati-
onship you need frust and frust
can take time, but it's nice when it
starts with believing in somebody
because you know that they know
your experience. There's an asset
to their history as competitors.

Any success of a relationship

Iﬁl_

is based on complete buy-in and
that's always the part you have to
wait and see. It's not what I know
that changes your career, informa-
tion doesn't lead to transformati-
on, somebody has to counter that.
That's the connector. I'm sure the-
re's going to be a lot of trust im-

mediately, we'll see how the results
go.

Alcaraz defends like Novak,
has more power and spin like Na-
dal, hands and finesse like Federer
but just because he has the best of
all the three doesn't mean he cando
what they did. There are so many

on-making, injuries, luck. So how
long can (Alcaraz and Jannik Sin-
ner) do it (for)? They could do it
for 20 years or not.

American men haven't had
results like the women:

The women's game hasn't had
to deal with Roger Federer, Novak
Rafael,
and Carlos Alcaraz, but they have

Djokovic, Jannik Sinner
their version of it. Serena Williams
1s the Novak of the women's game
and you got Coco as a potential,
like Alcaraz has potential and Sin-
ner has potential.

How the game evolves is in-
teresting. The women's game has
gotten very powerful, just straight
power. For lack of a better exam-

ple, Lindsay Davenport was po-

urt and now you have a lot of that.
There's still room for somebody
who can offset that kind of power,
like an Ash Barty.

The men's game has changed
in the sense that guys have gotten
bigger with longer levers, which
means they're better athletes, they
can move and they need more time,
they start playing further back.
Soon you're going to start seeing
the net game start coming back,
everything morphs in its own way.
But the biggest issue for American
(men) not winning is an unfortu-
nate set of decades where the guys
were very stingy and very greedy
-- 66 Grand Slams in the same ge-
neration. There's not a lot left there
(for others)!

'He Has Always Been...": LSG Owner Sanjiv

AUS W vs IND W Third ODI:

Goenka Pralses 'Very Talented' KL Rahul

New Delhi - Indian
Premier League franchise
Lucknow Super Giants
owner Sanjiv Goenka has
reserved big praise for star
Indian batter KL Rahul.
Rahul was associated
with LSG from 2022 to
2024. He played three
seasons in the IPL for the
Lucknow-based franchise
after joining them for Rs
17 crore ahead of the IPL
2022 mega auction and
scored 1410 runs in 38
matches. Under Rahul’s
leadership, LSG finished
in the top four of the IPL
2022 points table and
secured a place in the
playoffs.

The

right-handed batter was

32-year-old

released by LSG ahead

of the IPL 2025 mega
auction, which was held
in Jeddah on November
24 and 25. The former
RCB, SRH, and PBKS
batter then joined Delhi
Capitals for Rs 14 crore
and is expected to lead the
franchise in the upcoming
season of the world’s
richest franchise cricket

league.

During his recent
appearance on the TRS
show, Goenka was asked
Rahul,
response he said that the
right-handed batter is like
his family.

“KL
hamesha se family rahe

about and in

mere  liye

hai and hamesha family
rahenge. He served as

~ what happens.

\ hai
aaye. [ have so much love

Lucknow captain for
three years and performed
well as a batter. Mere dil
se unke liye hamesha
dua hi niklegi, no matter

He 15 a

~ very gentle man. He is so

talented. Jitna unka talent
vo ubhar ke bahar

E

. and respect for him in my

heart,” Goenka said.
Rahul, who made his
IPL debut in 2013 for
RCB, has played a total
of 132 IPL matches so
far for four teams and has
4683 runs to his name.
In the 2024 edition of
the cash-rich league, the
batter
played in all 14 matches

Karnataka-based

for Lucknow  Super

Giants, and with the help
of four half-centuries,
scored a total of 520 runs.
He finished the season as
the leading run scorer for
the franchise.

KL, who is one of the
few cricketers fo serve as
India captain in all three
formats of the game, is
part of the Indian Test
team these days, and he
played in both the Test
matches of the ongoing
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
Rahul opened for India
in the first two matches
and scored 77 runs in
the second innings of the
series opener played at
Optus Stadium in Perth,
which India won by 295
runs.

Smriti Mandhana Creates
History, Hits Century In Perth

New Delhi - The Indian women’s cricket
team star opener Smriti Mandhana created
history as she became the first female
batter to smash four ODI hundreds in
The left-hand batter

reached the milestone while taking part

a calendar year.

in the third ODI against Australia on
Wednesday, December 11 at the WACA in
Perth. The likes of Belinda Clark (1997),
Meg Lanning (2016), Amy Satterthwaite
(2016), Sophie Devine (2018), Sidra Amin
(2022), Nat Sciver-Brunt (2023) and Laura
Wolvaardt (2024) smashed three hundreds
in a calendar year.

Mandhana also matched the record of
Sri Lankan batter Chamari Athapaththu
who scored the most Women’s ODI
hundreds (9). Former England skipper
Charlotte Edwards and Sciver-Brunt have
nine hundreds under their belt. Australian
player Meg Lanning holds the feat of most
Women’s ODI hundreds (15).

While batting in the first two ODIs, she
was able to score only eight and nine runs

respectively. But then she made a brilliant
comeback and ended up making 105 runs
off 109 balls with 14 fours and a six in the
third ODI against Australia.

India Squad: Harmanpreet Kaur
(captain), Smriti Mandhana (vice-captain),
Priya Punia, Jemimah Rodrigues, Harleen
Deol, Richa Ghosh (wicket-keeper), Tejal
Hasabnis, Deepti Sharma, Minnu Mani,
Priya Mishra, Radha Yadav, Titas Sadhu,
Arundhati Reddy, Renuka Singh, Saima

Thakor, Uma Chetry (wicket-keeper).

ICC Chairman Jay Shah Meets 2032 Brisbane Olympics
Organising Committee To Push For Cricket's Inclusion

New Delhi - With cricket
set to make its return at
the Summer Games with

Australia for a meeting
with  the
Games’

Brisbane
organising

the 2032
organizing committee in

Brisbane

Brisbane, Australia today

(ACC), England and
Wales Cricket Board
(ECB), USA Cricket, and

Shah officially took
over the helm of ICC last
week with a visit to its

Team India has also

reached Brisbane for the
third Test. The 2024-25

Los Angeles Olympics in committee and 1s is likely (Thursday,  December Zimbabwe Cricket. headquarters in Dubai. Border Gavaskar Trophy
2028, ICC chairman Jay fo head to The Gabba 12),” Shah wrote on X. After going through In his first speech as the 1s now currently level at
Shah looks determined to to watch the third Test Earlier in August several discussions, the chairman, he explained one-all. India started the
make the sport feature at of the ongoing Border- 2021, the International International ~ Olympic why cricket should be series onapromising note
the 2032 Brisbane Games Gavaskar Trophy. Cricket Council (ICC) Committee (IOC) gave partofthe Olympicroster by winning the opener in
as well. He feels the “Very exciting time formed a special working the green signal for the and underlined how 1t Perth. Australia turned
Olympics will serve as ahead for Cricket’s group which would Los Angeles Games a would be significant in the tables in the second
a great platform to boost involvement i the advocate the 1dea of L year ago. The decision making the sport popular game in Adelaide with
the growth of the game. Olympics movement pushing cricket for its 2032 Summer Olympics. representatives from the Wwas confirmed at the in every nook and corner a dominant 10-wicket
Shah recently reached — a meeting with inclusion inthe 2028 and The committee had Asian Cricket Council 141st IOC Session. of the world. victory.
e © o @ o0
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