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ew Delhi - The
N2ﬂ24 calendar year
1s coming to a close, and
it has been a great year
for Test Cricket, especi-
ally with teams battling
it out to play the final of
the World Test Champi-
onship 2025. Now, with
only two India vs Aust-
ralia matches left befo-
re the year to end, we
look at the best playing
X1 for the entire 2024
calendar vyear, featu-
ring the best performers
with both bat and ball.
A total of five Indians
make the list, with a sur-
prising name as captain
of the team. Yashasvi
Jaiswal has been the
breakout star of 2024.
He 1s the second highest
Test run-getter of 2024,
with 1312 runs, includi-

ng 3 hundreds and 7 fif-
ties. These also include

two double centuries. In
fact,
the record of being the

Jaiswal smashed

player with the number
of sixes in a calendar
year 1n Test matches
(35). England's
Duckett
wal's opening partner,
as he 1s the third-highest
run-getter of 2024 with
1149 runs. The two will

Ben
will be Jais-

form an explosive ope-
ning duo
Joe Root will come

in to bat at no.3. He has
been the best batter of
2024 by a mile, amas-
sing 1556 runs includi-
ng 6 centuries and five
fifties.
had a phenomenal year

Harry Brook,

as well with 1107 runs
including the only triple
century of 2024. He will
follow root at 4. Kamin-
du Mendis of Sri Lanka
too had a phenomenal
breakout year scoring
1049 runs in 9 matches
at an average of 74.92.

Travis Head will

come Into bat at no.6.
He might have scored
just 607 runs, but the
impact he has had in the
lower order with a strike
rate of over 86 proves
that he was a major as-
set for Australia as they
stand top in the WTC
points table.

The
bowling

Indian  spin
all-rounder
duo of Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja will be the two
all-rounders i1n the side.
Jadeja has scored 508
runs, including 1 cen-
tury and three fifties,
in addition to taking 44
wickets. Ravichandran
Ashwin has taken 47
wickets n 2024, and also
scored 310 runs with
the bat. In fact Ashwin

recently retired from all

forms of international
cricket. Jasprit Bumrah
will not only lead the
bowling attack but will
also captain the side.
He has taken 62 wic-
kets in 2024 and 1s the
leading-wicket taker in
Tests this year. He will
be partnered 1n the pace
bowling department by
England's Gus Atkin-
son and New Zealand's
Matt Henry who have
taken 52 and 49 wickets
respectively Best Test
Match Playing X1 For
2024: Yashasvi Jais-
wal, Ben Duckett (wk),
Joe Root, Harry Brook,
Tra-
Ravindra

Kamindu Mendis,
Head,
Jadeja,

V1S
Ravichandran
Ashwin, Gus Atkinson,
Jasprit Bumrah (c), and
Matt Henry.

ew Delhi -Brazilian teenager Joao
NFonseca 1s competing in the Next
Gen ATP Finals against American Le-
arner Tien on Sunday. An 18-year-old
Fonseca hopes to emulate his role mo-
del, world number one Jannik Sinner,
who won the tournament in 2019.

The Jeddah event offers $2.05 mul-
lion in prize money for players aged 20
and under. A win would make Fonseca
the second-youngest champion after
Sinner. Fonseca served as Sinner’s hit-
ting partner at last year’s ATP Finals.
He credits the Italian for encouraging
his move to professional tennis.

"It would be amazing to replicate
Sinner," Fonseca said. "It shows I'm on
the right track and would be special."

Fonseca could take home $526,480
as the unbeaten champion. He expres-
sed confidence in his performance this

week.

"I'm playing a high level. I'm just
proud of myself and the way I've been
with my routine this week, so focu-
sed," he said. "With my family here,
with my three coaches, it's really nice

format: best of

>

include Carlos Alcaraz and Stefa-
nos Tsitsipas, now
successful senior
players. The
tournament fea-
tures an mnovative

five sets, with
each set first to
four games.

and I hope I can go for the title."

Tien, 19, has significantly impro-
ved his ranking this season, rising to
122 from outside the top 450. This fi-
nal marks the second meeting between
the two players.

"I'm happy with where my game
1s at," Tien said. "The crowd has
been great all week and it's always
great to play in these environments."

This is the second year the
hardcourt tournament is hosted in
Saudi Arabia. The event, previous-
ly held in Milan, aims to showcase
rising tennis stars. Past winners

England Test skipper Ben Stokes has
been all but ruled out from the 2025
Champions Trophy, which will be held
in Pakistan, and also from the whi-
te-ball series against India as the ECB
announced the squads on Sunday. Sto-
kes didn't make it to the team for the of
these series as he had sustained a left
hamstring injury in the third Test match
against New Zealand.

Ben Stokes Ruled Out Of
Champions Trophy As Joe Root
Returns To England's ODI Squad

Stokes didn't even bat during the
second innings in an attempt to help the
team that suffered a batting collapse as
they lost the match by 423 runs, despite
winning the three-match series by 2-1.

Since England would be hosting In-
dia for a five-match Test series in June
next year and then the highly-awaited
Ashes Test series, the team manage-
ment didn't want to take any risk since
Stokes 1s also the Test skipper. But, star
Joe Root, who was England's former
Test skipper, would be making a come-
back to the ODI team after a long time
since the 2023 ODI World Cup. Pacer
Mark Wood, who wasn't part of the
Test series against Pakistan and New
Zealand, owing to a right elbow injury,
is included in both teams.

Rohit Sharma Injured Ahead Of Boxing Day Test?

Akash Deep Provides Major Update On Indian Skipper

ew Delhi - India vs
NAustraha 4th Test:
India captain Rohit Shar-
ma took a blow to his left
knee, while Akash Deep
hurt his hand at the nets
but the pacer allayed any
injury concerns ahead of
the fourth Test against
Australia, starting here
from December 26.
Both players were

struck  while  facing
throwdowns in the out-
door practice arena in
order to prepare for the
Boxing Day Test match
at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground and were seen in

some discomfort.

After batting for a
while, Rohit received me-
dical attention from the
team physio. He sat for
some time with his leg
stretched on a chair, icing
the knee, before walking
off gingerly. While th-
ere has been no official
update on his condition,
Akash, who got hit on

his hand, said both were
routine net injuries. "Such
blows are common when
you play cricket. I think
this (practice pitch) wic-
ket was for the white ball
which i1s why the ball was
kept low at times. "But
these blows are common
in training. There are no
major concerns because

of that," Akash said in
a press conference. The
37-year-old Robhit,
missed the series opener

who

at Perth to spend time
with his newborn son, has
struggled with form.
Batting down the or-
der rather than opening
at Adelaide and Brisbane,
Rohit has managed scores
of 3, 6, 10. He decided to
bat at the unusual no.6 po-
sition after KL Rahul im-
pressed as opener along-
side Yashasvi Jaiswal.
On Saturday, opener
KL Rahul also had a blow
on his hand while bat-
ting at the nets. After the

Brisbane Test ended in a
draw, the Indian skipper
Rohit accepted that his
batting has not been at
its best lately but said he
does "feel good" about
his game. "I have not bat-
ted well. There’s no harm
in accepting that. But I
know what’s in my mind,
how I'm preparing my-
self. All those boxes are
very much ticked. It’s just
about spending as much
time as possible, which
I'm pretty sure [I’'m just
there," Rohit said in the
post-match press confe-
rence after the drawn Test
at the Gabba.

ew Delhi - Skip-
Nper Niki Prasad
admitted that India were
around 20 runs short in
their Under-19 Women's
Asia Cup 2024 final
against Bangladesh. But
she also heaped praise
on the bowlers for de-
fending a low total as
India became the cham-
pions of the inaugural
edition after winning the

match by 41 runs at the
Bayuemas Oval in Kuala
Lumpur.

After being asked to
bat first, all India could
manage was 117 for se-
ven on the back of Gon-
gadi Trisha's half-centu-
ry and a 17-run cameo
from Mithila Vinod. Th-
ereafter, Aayushi Shukla
picked up three wickets

as India bowled their

opponents out for 76 in
18.3 overs.

Prasad, who will
play for the Delhi Ca-
pitals (DC) in the upco-
ming Women's Premier
(WPL),
that staying calm under

League said
pressure has helped the
Indian team in the tour-
nament.

"We felt we were a
few runs short, maybe

AGE WOMEN'S U18 ASIA CUP - WALAYSIA
oy ACC 'brr-' ACC i&u‘*’ ACC H}" ACC

20 runs short, but sco-

ring 117 on this wicket is
good. But we knew that
we had a good bowling

side and would bowl

well. We were trying to
stay in the game, have
that intent, body langua-

ge and our bowlers and
fielders did a fantastic
job," Prasad said in the
post-match  presentati-
on ceremony. "The first
thing is that all of us are
very calm in the dres-
sing room and so, that
brings a lot of confiden-
ce. When the batters are
batting and things are
not going in our side, it
doesn't matter as we are

calm and that's why we
got to that score," Prasad
said. Niki lauded Trisha
for scoring 52 runs off
47 balls while opening
the batting. She also
hailed Trisha as India's
"mystery bowler" after
the latter bowled three
overs for 10 runs.

"The way G Trisha
has batted, it was fa-
bulous. I liked the ap-

India captain Niki elated after historic Asia Cup win: Bowlers did a fantastic job

proach we had, and we
batted really well. She is
also our mystery bowler,
and she bowled really
well," Prasad added.

After becoming the
champions of Asia, India
are set to defend their tit-
le in the Under-19 Wo-
men's T20 World Cup
to be held in Malaysia
from January 18 to Fe-
bruary 2.
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