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" Four held for rape of 48-year-old wamEwTETE
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On the day of the incident,

woman, extortlon In Raigad

in Maharashtra have arrested
four persons in connection
with the alleged repeated rape
of a 48-year-old woman and
extortion., an official said on
Friday, reported the PTL

The man allegedly raped the
woman on different occasions
between 2018 and 2024 on
the pretext of helping her with
domestic 1ssues. the official said,
as per the PTL

He also threatened and
blackmailed her using
objectionable photographs
and videos, which he had shot
and shared with the other four
accused. he said.

The accused men also
extorted Rs 2.2 lakh from

the victim. and when their
demands started increasing,
she approached the police, the
official said, according to the
PTI. Meanwhile, n an another
incident in Rajasthan, four
coaching students were arrested
on Thursday in connection with
the 'alleged gangrape of a 16-year-

PTI. The matter came to light
after the teenager s classmates
found she was suffering form
depression and informed the
officials concerned who then sent
the girl to a counselling session
during which she revealed the

incident, ASP Uma Sharma of

Kota women harassment cell
sald, as per the PTT The mncident
took place on February 10 and
the victim, a student taking
NEET preparation at a coaching
centre, and a case was lodged on
Tuesday after the police were
informed, Sharma said. The girl,
in her complaint, said she came
in contact with another NEET
aspirant residing here through
social media.

the accused allegedly called the
girl to his apartment on some
pretext and raped her while three
other students helped commit
the crime, Sharma said. Based
on the teenager s complaint,
the police on Tuesday lodged a
case of gang rape under sections
of the Indian Penal Code and

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
and detamned the four accused.
the ASP said, the news agency
reported on Thursday.

All the accused were
preparing for entrance exams
at this coaching hub, she said,
adding that they were arrested
on Thursday after interrogation,
she said.

School bus Operators reS|st state
govt's 9am class start time decision

Mumbai: The
government’s decision
to start classes at 9 am i1s
encountering significant
resistance from school
bus operators. The
School Bus Operators/
Owners Association has
suggested that they may
have to increase fees by
at least 25-40 per cent,
as their expenses are

expected to rise if the

policy 1s implemented.
The change in timings
would require them to
operate extra buses during
peak hours, resulting in
higher operational costs,
mcluding additional fuel
costs and longer work
hours for the bus staff,
the latter claimed.

The new policy,
which aims to address
concerns about students’

sleep patterns and
lifestyle changes, was
announced last week on
February 8. However,
the bus operators argue
that this will also lead
to health 1ssues and
fatigue among school
students, who will be
forced to spend longer
durations travelling to
school during peak hour
tratfic jams. Despite
the government’s stance
on lack of sleep among
students, the School
and Company Bus

Owners’ Assoclation 1s
vehemently opposed to
the new policy. Anil Garg,

President of the School
 stone of an All India Institute

Bus Owners Association
(SBOA), expressed
strong concerns about the
government resolution
(GR) mandating that
schools begin classes
for pre-primary and
primary sections only by
9 am. Garg highlighted
the lack of consultation
with stakeholders such
as school management,
parents, and school bus
contractors, questioning
the basis of the decision.
He emphasised that
this directive not only
threatens to escalate
operational costs but also
disrupts the established
schedules of many
working parents.

' PM lays foundation stone

for AIIMS in Rewari and

Gurugram Metro Rail project

Haryana : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday laid the foundation

of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
mn Haryana's Rewar1.. PM #
Modi also dedicated to the BEEEE S
nation and laid the foundation stone of m ulttple
development projects related to urban transport, health, rail
and tourism sector worth over Rs 9,770 crore. " The double
engine government of Haryana 1s committed to building
world class infrastructure. It 1s very important to develop
Haryana to develop India," PM Modi posted on X. Apart

stone of the Gurugram Metro Rail project which will be
developed at a cost of about Rs 5,450 crore. The project,
with a total length of 28.5 km, will connect Millennium
City Centre to Udyog Vihar Phase-5 and merge n the
existing metro network. To be built at a cost of about

203 acres of land 1n Majra Bhalkhi village. Officials said
the people of Haryana as well as the adjoining states of

affordable tertiary healthcare facilities to be provided at
the AIIMS-Rewari, reported news wire PTL
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No need for W1ld guesses, W1ll tell

all in time, says Praful Patel

Mumbai : Nationalist

- Congress Party (Ajit
- Pawar) leader Praful
- Patel, who has filed his
- nomination for the Rajya
| Sabhacontest even though
S4S  he still has four years of his
- current Rajya Sabha term
- left, said that some things
- are best unsaid. “Wait for
- some time to know why I
. have filed the nomination
- when my term 1s still not
from AIIMS-Rewari, PM Modi also laid the foundation = over. The decision is part of
- apolitical strategy. There 1s
- no fear [of disqualification
- as the opposition said].
- People are making wild
- guesses. We need to do
Rs 1,650 crore, the AIIMS-Rewar1 will be developed on = such things in politics.
- Time will tell why I have
done this,”
Rajasthan, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh will benefit from the media after filing the
- nomination on Thursday.

he told the

My ruling 1s tenable

and in accordance with SC

guidelines, says Narwekar

Other than Patel,
BJP's Ashok Chavan.
Medha Kulkami and Dr
At Gopchade, Milind
Deora (Shinde Sena)
and Chandrant Handore
(Congress) submitted
their candidature for six
vacancles. Polling will
be held if more than six
candidates remain 1in the
fray. People in the know
said that Patel's act was
perhaps the first such in
the Parliamentary polls.
The MP, who 1s expected

9 to resign the
" current term,
© said. “Tt does
not mean that
things that have
never happened
in the country
won’t happen ever. Such
novel developments will
continue to happen under
the leadership of Ajit
Pawar. You will have to
wait to know the reason
behind my nomination.™ he
added. However, Patel did
say what would happen to
the vacancy his resignation
created. He said a by-poll
for the remaiming period
could be held in May.
“That vacancy will also
be for us to fill. We have
discussed 1t with our
Mahayuti partners,” said
Patel.
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