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Rohit Sharma, please retire: Fans hurt

after India captain fails in MCG Test

middle order and failed
with the bat in Adelaide

A section of fans vented

their frustration after

Melbourne. Rohit was

dismissed for 3 as early

Rohit

Sharma was dismissed

India captain

for another low score,
mn the first

mnings of the much-

this time

anticipated Boxing Day

Test n

n

as the second over of
the Indian innings. He
did not appear fully
focused, falling to a
loose shot on Day 2 of
the Test match.

The poor run of
the bat

continued as the Indian

form with

captain's return to the

" top of the order ended

disappointment.
Rohit played a tentative
half-pull to a delivery

from Pat Cummins

Vchat pitched short and

held up slightly on the
surface.

The
has managed only 22

India captain

runs in four mnings so
far in the senes, with
scores of 3, 6, 10, and
3. Rohit appeared low
and his

shot lacked conviction,

on Intensity,
ending his five-ball stay
at the crease.

Questions have
been raised about Rohit
Sharma's contributions
the Test

particularly

to team,

he
the

after

moved down to

Rohit
had opted not to open

and Brnsbane.

the innings to allow KL
Rahul
Jaiswal to play at the top

and Yashaswvi

of the order. However,
the
batting  order  was
reshuffled after India
dropped Shubman Gull,
and Rohit returned to
the top of the order,

only to fail to make an

m  Melbourne,

impact.

Rohit Sharma

missed the first Test of

the
Trophy and India, under

Border-Gavaskar

the leadership of Jasprit
Bumrah, went on to
hammer Australia by
295 runs in Perth. Since
Rohit returned to the
side in Adelaide, things
have not worked out 1n

India's favour.

Earlier n the
day, Rohit Sharma's
captaincy was
questioned over his

usage of bowlers as
Australia went on to
make a massive total of

474 1n therr first innings.

Yuki Bhambri unavailable,
Sumit Nagal may skip too

PUNE: Yuki Bhambr continues

to be unavailable

while Sumait

Nagal too 1s expected to stay away
for India’s Davis Cup World Group
playoff tie against Togo, to be held
at the DLTA Complex in New Delhi
[-2. "Yuki (Bhambri) has
expressed his regret (over not being

on Feb

available) while Sumit
respond," AITA honorary secretary
Anil Dhupar said on Thursday.

is yet to

"The team selection is tomorrow,
so there 1s still time for Sumit to
he added. Both Nagal
and Bhambri had made themselves

respond,”

unavailable for the World Group I
tie against Sweden in Stockholm in
September when Rohit Rajpal’s side

was thrashed 4-0. The tie against

Togo 1s scheduled close on the heels
of the Australian Open.

Togo, a tiny West African country,
has just one ranked player on the men's
pro circuit — 29-year-old Thomas
Setodji ranked 1259th on the ATP
charts. But Setodji has a 9-3 singles
record and 7-0 in doubles in 10 ties,
having led Togo to a 4-0 drubbing of
Latvia in their most recent tie.

Melbuurne: Former
India head
Ravi Shastrihas questioned

the Rohit Sharma-led side
over playing two spinners

coach

in Ravindra Jadeja and
Washington  Sundar if
they weren’t to be trusted
much with bowling duties
in the ongoing Boxing

Australia for 474, as Steve
Smith top-scored with 140,
left-arm spin all-rounder
Jadeja picked 3-78 in 23
overs while off-spin all-
rounder Sundar, brought
in for Shubman Gill in the
playing bowled
only 15 overs and took
1-49. Both Jadeja and

eleven,

was pretty ordinary. They

ran out of ideas, India.
Spin wasn’t used as much
as it should have. It took
a gap of 40 overs before
Jadeja was introduced into
the attack.

“It took a long time
for Washington Sundar

to bowl his first over. So

Day Test against Australia
at the Melbourne Cricket

Ground.
In India bowling out

Sundar got to bowl only
after 40 overs were done
on day one’s play.

“I thought the bowling

when you’re playing two
spinners, you have to ask
the question, why did you
play two spinners? What

was the need if you don’t
trust them?” said Shastri

on Star Sports.

He also called India’s

Ravi Shastri, Sunil Gavaskar Criticise India’s Tactics
& Team Selection In IND vs AUS Boxing Day Test

bowling performance
ordinary and pointed out minutes.
that they looked bereft another 50

of 1deas in stopping a

sparkling Australian
batting performance. I
think India ran out of ideas.
There’s

doubt about that. Because

absolutely no

what Australia did was,
there would have been a batter
game plan.

“Let’s
we don’t lose too many

make sure was

wickets in that first 45
Try
runs on the
board. They were 311 for
6. Their first aim would
have been 350. But the I'm
rate at which they scored
the runs made the job far
easier," he added.
Legendary

Sunil
felt the second new ball
'wasted' by India's
bowlers. "Pretty ordinary

bowling. If you have to
and get bowl a bouncer, you get it
around the helmet's badge
and not around the waist.

“I'm very disappointed,
sorry. This new ball
had been wasted. Akash
Deep was all over the
He the
new ball by bowling way
outside the off stump.
The Indians had also been

place. wasted
India

Gavaskar

sloppy in the field," said
Gavaskar.

Doping Hits Tennis Again: US Open
Doubles Champion Suspended

New Delhi - The spectre of doping has hit tennis
yetagain, and this time, two-time Grand Slam-

winning doubles player Max Purcell was caught
in the net and entered a voluntary provisional
suspension under tennis’ anti-doping rules. The
International Tennis Integrity Agency made an
announcement in a statement on Monday after the
26-year-old Australian admitted to violating Article
2.2 of the Tennis Anti-Doping Program “relating to
the use of a Prohibited Method”.

"The International Tennis Integrity Agency
(ITIA) today confirms that Australian tennis player
Max Purcell has elected to enter into a voluntary
provisional suspension under the Tennis Anti-
Doping Program (TADP)," the statement said.

How 30 minutes of madness spoilt
Virat-Yashasvi's hard-work on Day 2

New Delhi - India's late batting
collapse in the final session

undid all the hard work put in by
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Virat Kohli to
hand Australia the advantage on Day
2 of the Boxing Day Test. Things were
looking promising for big scores from
Jaiswal and Virat, but a major mix-
up between the two well-set batters
drastically shifted the momentum,
handing Australia a significant
advantage.

At one stage, India were cruising at
153 for 2, with Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Virat Kohli adding a solid 102 runs for
the third wicket. However, 30 minutes
of madness led to India staring down
a barrel at 164 for 5 as the tourists
lost three wickets in the next 11
runs. India are still 310 runs behind

Australia's first-innings total of 474
and need another 111 runs to avoid the
follow-ona scenario that should never
have been a concern on such a placid
batting track.

autam Gambhir's decision to send
in Akash Deep as a nightwatchman
provedtobe oneofseveral questionable
calls the head coach made during this
game. It was a rush-of-blood moment
for Yashasvi Jaiswal, who got
dismissed for 82 after an unfortunate
mix-up with his senior partner Kohli.
Cricket's

full display in a matter of moments.

unpredictability was on
Jaiswal pushed a ball towards mid-on
and called for a quick single, with an
assured Kohli (on 36) at the other end.
Kohli took a step and a half forward

before retreating.

Pat Cummins pounced on the ball
and threw accurately to the striker's
end, leaving a frustrated Jaiswal
visibly mouthing "my call" to his
idol. The incident might go down as
a defining moment, with Kohli later
reflecting, perhaps, that a loud "No"
could have allowed Jaiswal to return
safely. After Jaiswal's dismissal, the
MCG crowd rallied fervently behind
Australia and their hometown hero,
Scott Boland, who capitalised
on India's nervousness in the
final half-hour with an inspired
spell. The run-out appeared to
break Kohli's focus.After 85

assured balls, he poked at one

delivered in the corridor
of uncertainty, ending his
promising 36-run innings.
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