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'Jasprit Bumrah would've got us out in 3 balls': Lehmann,
Vaughan in awe of 'greatest of all time' after MCG classic

Marnus Labuschagne (65* off

NEW DELHI : Jasprit Bumrah was
in sensational form on the fourth
day of the fourth Test at the MCG,
leading India’s charge with a spell
that had Australia in a complete
daze. After Tea, with Australia
teetering at 135/6, Bumrah (4/30 in
14 overs) delivered a breathtaking
spell that gave India their first real
chance of victory.

Australia had a healthy first-
innings lead of 105 runs, but
lengths,
awkward bounce, and late swing

Bumrah’s  unplayable

kept the hosts on edge. The Indian
vice-captain, who reached 200 Test
wickets with the dismissal of Travis
Head, was in full confrol, leaving
the Australian batters scrambling
for survival.

Michael
Vaughan and Daren Lehmann, were

Former cricketers,
in awe of Bumrah’s brilliant spell
in the second innings. Vaughan
labelled Bumrah the ‘greatest of all
time’, while Lehmann claimed the
Indian pacer would’ve dismissed
him “twice’ in three balls.

“The Greatestofall time is doing
what he does best here at the ‘G” ..
(@Jaspritbumrah93 is incredible ..

#AUSvIND,” Vaughan wrote.
In reply, Lehmann said, “How

good is he . Brilliant would have

gotus out in three balls and it’s only
three balls because he would have
got me twice and one a no ball.”
Bumrah’s brilliance was amplified
by the support from the other end,
something India had sorely missed
since the Perth Test. Mohammed
Siraj triggered the Aussie collapse
with the dismissal of Steve Smith;
thereafter, in a stunning 10-over
period, Australia lost three key
wickets, all of which were down to
Bumrah’s relentless pressure and
accurate line.

118 balls) fought valiantly, but he
was fortunate to survive a catch
opportunity off Akash Deep. The
Australian middle order was under
constant threat, and India’s bowlers
sensed an opening as the hosts’
advantage continued to shrink.
With Bumrah firing on all

Australia’s once-

looked
increasingly vulnerable, setting the

cylinders,
comfortable  position
stage for an exciting final stretch n
the Boxing Day Test match.

Not Just Nitish Kumar Reddy! Sachin
Tendulkar Also Praises 25-Year-Old
Star For Heroics In Boxing Day Test

'l can go strong for years to come': Novak
Djokovic targets more tournaments in 2025

NEW DELHI :
more tournament wins and a higher ranking

Novak Djokovic aims for who have all retired. Jannik Sinner and

Carlos Alcaraz have become prominent

in 2025. He spoke in Brisbane, Australia, Grand Slam contenders.

before the Brisbane International tournament He will turn 38 in May next year, but

this week. Djokovic, currently ranked Djokovic has no plans to retire. He seeks

seventh, wants fo improve his consistency. his 11th Australian Open title and a record

25th Grand Slam victory next month. "The
way I'm feeling today, I still think that I
can go strong for years to come," he said,

"I'm looking fora good start to the season,
I'm looking for more consistency across all a few more tournaments and my ranking will

the tournaments," he stated. He plans to play go up to where it should be."

more tournaments than last year and hopes though acknowledging uncertainty about

The 37-year-old won Olympic gold in

his performance will improve. "I'm looking Paris last year but didn’t win a Grand Slam, his future motivation. "But how long I'm
a rare occurrence for him. He’s beginning

this season without long-time rivals Rafael

to play more tournaments this year than I going to feel motivated to keep going is

played last season, so hopefully also my unpredictable. I still love this sportand I still

level 1s going to go up. Hopefully I will win Nadal, Andy Murray, and Roger Federer, love competing."

of his composure and Indian to do so was

Nitish

stole

NEW DELHI :
Reddy
the show on Day 3 of
the 4th Test between

India and Australia at

Kumar

"That's why you're not head coach': Australian legends
in heated debate over Rishabh Pant's dismissal

NEW DELHI : Rishabh be a level of restraint and

the legendary Vinoo
Mankad, who hit a
ton way back i 1948.
Reddy is also the first

player since JP Duminy
in 2008 to slam his

temperament. He also
praised  Washington
Sundar, who slammed
a half-century himself
and stitched a 127-

run stand with Nitish

the 1conic Melbourne

— l just confuse him more. It
Cricket Ground

(MCG). He slammed

Kumar Reddy for the

maiden century at the

the Australian bowlers 8th wicket. iconic ground.
all over the park as "A knock to At 21 years 141
he scored his maiden remember by Nitish. days, Nitish Reddy

Test century. Hitting
one of the most iconic
knocks by an Indian on
Australian soi1l, Nitish
Reddy received praise
from many stalwarts

in he cricketing world.

He has impressed me
right from the 1st Test,
and his
and temperament have
been on display right
through.
took 1t a notch higher

also becomes the third
youngest player from
composure India to slam a Test
Century in Australia.
Sachin Tendulkar
(18 years 253 days)

and Rishabh Pant (21

Today, he

He has now received to play a crucial years 91 days) are the
the highest praise from 1nnings 1n this series. players who are ahead
the legendary Sachin Wonderfully and of Reddy in the list.

Tendulkar as well. ably supaported by Nitish Kumar

In a post on his

(@Sundarwashi5 as

Reddy also becomes

X account, Sachin well. " Well played,” the first Indian batter
Tendulkar said that Tendulkar wrote. at no8 to slam a
it was a knock to Nitish Kumar century 1n Australia.
remember by Nitish Reddy becomes just The previous highest
Reddy. He revealed the second Indian to individual score by
that the 2I1-year-old slam his maiden Test an Indian no.8 batter

all-rounder 1mpressed

century at the 1iconic

Down Under was held

Pant's dismissal on the
third day of the Boxing
Day Test at the MCG

sparked a heated debate

between two Australian
legends over his shot
selection.

Pant tried to scoop
Scott Boland to fine leg
but ended up edging the
ball, which was easily
caught by Nathan Lyon at
deep third man.

"That's unacceptable.
very
aggressive player and a

I know he's a
player that is a bit out of
the box and unpredictable
but you've got to read the
game situation and read
the field. There were two
men back for that exact
shot so the percentages
are not in your favour,

somewhere in the deep,"
Mark Waugh said on Fox
Cricket.

"It's just too hard of
a shot and too risky of
a shot to play with any
degree of confidence and
I'd be pulling him into line
saying you didn't need to
do that. If you're going
to be attacking, run at the
bowler and hit him over
mid-off, I'd much rather
that shot than that shot,"

1s a poor shot, don't get me
wrong," he said.
England legend
Michael Vaughan, who
was also part of the panel,
backed Hussey's remark.

"Rishabh Pant 1s an

exceptional talent, he
" plays in a way that not
many play the game,

sit

not

did
well with his compatriot
Michael Hussey, who
defended Pant on the
panel, stating that the
wicketkeeper-batter
thrives playing
audacious, unconventional
shots.

"It's a hard one though

comment

on

isn't it because that's the
way he likes to play, he
likes to play these crazy
shots and if you start

wouldn't you give him the
licence to keep on playing
in that fashion?"

"No,
not an excuse,” Waugh

because that's

remained defiant in his
criticism of Pant.

"That's an awful shot
when his team needed him
to make an mnings. I get
it he's an aggressive player
and I want to see him be
but
still got to have some

aggressive you've

percentages in your favour
that shot
down."

and falling

Hussey argued that
if Pant had cleared the
boundary with a six,
Waugh would have praised
him in the commentary
box. He added that he
wouldn't want Pant to
alter his natural playing
style.  However, the
debate didn't end there, as
Waugh had the final word,
challenging Hussey with,
"So vyou're saying that's
okay, as a coach?"

"Yep, I'd say go for it
mate, do what you want to
do," Hussey replied.

"That's why you're not
the head coach, just the
assistant coach," Waugh

quipped, prompting

him right from the first Melbourne Cricket by Aml Kumble, who  ypegs you hit it for six he added. putting too much doubt boundaries with the shots laughter from both Hussey
Test at Perth because Ground. The first scored 871n2014. you're going to be caught However, = Waugh's in his mind then it might you play. There's got to and Vaughan.
e © ®e @ oo o
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