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India self-destruct, lose 7 wickets for 34 runs to gift

Australia MCG Test, all but out of WTC final

Melbourne - Australia beat needed to survive under three

No resistance from India’s tail

India by 184 runs on Day 5 of
the MCG Test to take a 2-1 lead
in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
Chasing 340 to win, India seemed
to be momentarily in control of
the proceedings, with the score
reading 112/3 at tea as Rishabh
Pant and Yashasvi Jaiswal stood up
to the challenge. But a final horror
session saw India lose 7 wickets
for 34 runs — and eventually get
bowled out for 155. With this
result, India’s chances of qualifying
for the final of the World Test
Championship are shut. Yes, they
are mathematically still alive but

R

to cement a place, India needed to
win this Test and the next game in  Jasprit
Sydney.

India took little time to pick

Bumrah

S|
\ il , I
-

up the last Australian wicket, with

clean-bowling

Nathan Lyon to dismiss them
for 234 in the 2nd mnings. India

sessions fo head to Sydney 1-1, but
Australia had other plans. Rohit
Sharma’s woes continued — the
India captain got out for 9 balls
after grinding for 40 balls — and
once the India captain departed
fo Pat Cummins, KL Rahul and
Virat Kohli followed him into the
dressing room soon after. At 33/3,
Pant and Jaiswal came together to
stitch an 88-run partmership, raising
hopes of a draw.

That 1s until the final session
unfolded. Pant went after a long
hop from Travis Head but found
Mitchell Marsh at long-on, which

B At 130/6, a win was pretty much out of the equation. With India
down to their final four wickets, hopes were pinned on their last
recognised batting pair of Yashasvi Jaiswal and Washington Sundar.
Jaiswal built on his 82 in the first innings with another half-century,
a solid 84, before gloving the ball to Alex Carey down the leg side.
B However, controversy broke out after Australia took the DRS. The
television umpire’s eyes saw a deflection as the ball went past the bat
and gloves, and hence, despite no spike detected on the snicko, the
umpire’s decision was overturned.

B With Jaiswal gone, India stared down the barrel, and Scott Boland,
Cummins, and Nathan were there to pick the bones.

opened the floodgates. Ravindra Reddy, the centurion from the first
Jadeja was undone by a ball that

took off from the rough, and Nitish

innings, could score just 1 before
edging to slip.

Novak Djokovic Says New Coach
Andy Murray Brings 'Unique
Perspective’ With 'Pros And Cons'

Wimbledon - Novak Djokovic, who partnered
with the recently retired Andy Murray, spoke
highly of his new head coach and claimed the
Scottish legend has helped the 24-time Grand
Slam champion get a “fresh look™ at his game.

Djokovic’s coaching partnership with
Murray was revealed less than four months
after the 37-year-old Scot retired at the Paris
Olympics, the same event at which Djokovic
clinched gold, the last significant prize he had
not claimed.

“He has a unique perspective on my game
as one of the greatest rivals I’ve had. He knows
the pros and cons of my game. He played
until recently on the tour, so he knows all the
other best players currently in the world, the
youngsters, and the weaknesses and strengths in
their game. I look forward to 1t, [ really do.

“I think he’s bringing a fresh look to my
game and I’ll be able to benefit from that, no
doubt, on the court. But also that champion
mentality he has, I'm sure we’ll match very
well,” said Djokovic in a press conference here.

Murray spent 10 days with Djokovic 1n
preparation for the start of the season. Although
the Scot 1s not in Brisbane, where the Serbian
i1s playing at the Brisbane International as he
partners with Nick Kyrgios in doubles, they
spent a lot of time together on and off the court
over the past couple of weeks.

Djokovic explained that Murray will join
him in Melbourne for a training week ahead of

the Australian Open.

Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli to retire atter MCG Test? Ravi
Shastri gives his verdict post their failure in first session

New Delhi - Indian skipper
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli
registered single-digit scores
in the run chase on Day 5 of
340 at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG). As

were 33 for 3 wickets after

India

the first session, former India
head coach Ravi Shastr1 was
asked by fellow commentator
Mark Nicholas whether time
has come for them to retire.
Shastr1 feels that a call on
Rohit will be taken after the
ongoing Border-Gavaskar
2024-25

Kohli can play for next few

Trophy whereas
years.

“I think Virat will play for
some time. Forget the way he

got out, or whatever. 1 think
he’ll play for another three or
four years. As far as Rohit 1s
concerned, 1t’s a call. At the
top of the order, you know,
Just feel the footwork 1sn’t the
same. He’s probably at times,
late 1n meeting the ball so
it’s his call at the end of the
series,” Shastri said on Star
Sports.

this
Australian team want 1t badly.

“But, having said,
The captain wants 1t badly.
The determination in his eyes
was evident even when he
was batting yesterday. He was
not going to give it away,” he
added.
Rohit

was dismissed

by Australlan captam Pat
Cummins. He went for a flick
shot and the leading edge
went to gully fielder Mitchell
Marsh. This 1s the sixth time
Cummins dismissed him as
captain in Test cricket. Rohit
scored nine runs from 40 balls.

Shastri also explained how

Rohit has been Dutfnxed by
the bowler sof late. He also
said that this 1s the best he has
seen Australia bowl 1 one

spell.

“This 1s the mode of
dismissal. Rohit Sharma,
at his best, that front foot

would be closer to the pitch

of the ball. There’s a trigger
movement and then the front
foot stays planted. So the bat
goes at the ball, so you are
playing away from the body,”
Shastri explained.

“They have bowled well
at him. You can say ‘try and
attack the bowling’. But, they
gave you nothing. This is the

- best 1 think Australia have

bowled in one spell as a unit,”
he added. The veteran batter
has scored just 31 runs from
five innings on the tour. In
the current 2024-25 season,
starting with the home series
the
37-year-old has scored just
one half-century.

against  Bangladesh,

Auckland Classic: Naomi Osaka Returns With
Win Over Lina Glushko In New Zealand

New Delhi - Four-time Grand
Slam champion Naomi Osaka
made a winning return to the
court after an almost three-
month absence Monday in the
first round of the ASB tennis
classic in Auckland, undeterred
by protests outside the stadium
against her Israeli opponent.

Osaka beat qualifier Lina
Glushko 6-4, 6-4 in a tight
contest in her first match since
October when a back injury at
the China Open ended her 2024
season.

All the hallmarks of Osaka’s
game were present Monday:

the powerful serve, forceful

ground-strokes particularly
from the forehand side and the

aggression. She looked relaxed

and comfortable on court with

no sign of her recent injury.
Osaka had to deal with a

swirling wind on center court

and with delays in play caused
by the chants of a small group
of protesters which were clearly
audible within the stadium.
There was a longer break as
Osaka was poised to serve out
the first set when Glushko had
to leave the court for treatment
to a hip injury.

“I had no 1dea what the score
was most of the time,” Osaka
sard. “I just kept trying to tell
myself one point at a time and
trying not to get discouraged.

Osaka was supported at
courtside by her new coach
Patrick

Mouratoglou  who

previously had a long-term
association  with ~ Serena
Williams.

She broke Glushko in the
third game of the first set and
held comfortably to win 6-4.

The second set was tighter.
Osaka broke Glushko in
the third game but Glushko
converted her only break point
of the match to level at 2-2.

Glushko held to love in the
seventh game fo lead 4-3 but
Osaka seemed to step up at
that point, held with two aces
for 4-4, broke for 5-4 and held

serve to love to clinch the win.
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