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Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli DROPPED; Mohammed Shami Returns:
Predicted Test Squad For India's Tour Of England In 2023

New Delhi - India England in June 2025. opener alongside Yashasvi spinner in the lineup. can be the third pacer in
suffered a massive defeat Rohit Sharma and Jaiswal Kuldeep Yadav will also the team, with Akash Deep
at the hands of Australia Virat Kohli have been In  Virat  Kohli's be in the squad as he will and PRasidh Krishna being
in the 4th Test of the pretty poor in the Test absence, Sarfaraz Khan provide variety with his back-ups in the squad. KL

five-match series of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG). They
have thus taken a 1-2 trail
in the series, and have
lost the opportunity to
qualify for the final of the
World Test Championship
2025 directly. India's next

big Test series after this

format in the last few
innings, and according to
reports, this Australia tour
might be the last time we
might see them in whites.
Hence, we might see the
two
being dropped from the

batting  stalwarts
team as India would look
to build for the future in

the longest format. In

Australia tour 1s another

vital foreign tour to will

Rohit's absence KL Rahul
be the designated

is the ideal name to steer
India in the middle order,
alongside Shubman Gill,
Rishabh Pant, and Nitish
Reddy. Reddy,
who scored a monumental

Kumar
century in  Melbourne,
will also prove a handy
customer with his bowling,
especially in  English
Dhruv
can also come in the lower
middle

conditions. Jurel

order at no.6.

Abhimanyu

and Devdutt Padikkal will
be the other batters in the

Easwaran squad.

Ravindra Jadeja will
continue

dependable

to be India's

all-rounder

left-arm leg-spin. In Rohit
Sharma's absence, Jasprit
Bumrah will take over the
reins as captain. He has
already shown glimpses of
his leadership skill, when
he guided India to a historic
win vs Australia at Perth.
Mohammed Shami will
hopefully recover from his

knee issues and be ready

Rahul,
Abhimanyu
Shubman Gill, Sarfaraz
Khan, Rishabh Pant (wk),
Dhruv Jurel (wk), Nitish
Kumar Reddy, Ravindra

Washington
Jasprit

Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Easwaran,

Jadeja,
Sundar, Bumrah
(c), Mohammed Shami,

Mohammed Siraj, Akash

at no.7, while Wasington
Sundar will be the other

for the longest format of
the game. Mohammed Siraj

Deep, Prasidh Krishna,
Devdutt Padikkal, Kuldeep
Yadav

Brisbane International:
Novak Djokovic Breezes Past
Rinky Hijikata To Advance

Delhi - Novak Djokovic defeated
Australian wild-card entry Rinky Hijikata 6-3,

New

6-3 on Tuesday at the Brisbane International to
advance to the subsequent round without any
fuss.Victory in Brisbane in the final on Sunday
would be Djokovic’s 100th ATP tournament
the 10-time Australian Open
champion seeks a record 25th Grand Slam title

win before

in Melbourne.

“I always expect myself to do well on the
court. A win 1s a win and to start the new season
with one 1s very important,” Djokovic said.

“Hijikata deserves a round of applause. He
was really, really good and made me work for
the win.”

Australian Nick Kyrgios was attempting to
prove his match fitness after 18 months off the
tour due to wrist and knee injuries, and gave a
good account of himself despite going down

to Frenchman Giovanm Mpetshi Perricard.In

Can India reach WTC Final if Sydney Test ends in draw? Check the
qualification scenario for Rohit Sharma-led side after MCG Test loss

New Delhi - Rohit Sharma-led
Indian cricket team's chances
to qualify for the World Test
Championship  Final have
taken a massive hit following
the 184-run loss in the fourth
Test which
was being played at the iconic
Cricket Ground,

on December 30 (Monday).

Border-Gavaskar
Melbourne

Australiaare in a position where
they don't have to be dependent
on anyone to seal a spot in
the WTC Final next to South
Africa.
from 11 games and a 66.67%
point percentage, South Africa
i1s comfortably atop the WTC
rankings. Australia, India, and
Sri Lanka are now vying for the

With seven victories

final slot. Aussies are currently
the fronfrunners for that one
remaining spot and only need
one more win in their next
three games to book their ticket
to Lords.

=

On the other hand, India
is highly dependent on the
result of the Sydney Test and
the result of the two matches
between
Lanka. Their recent run in red-

Australia and Srni

ball cricket, be it the whitewash
against New Zealand or the

current performance 1n the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy has
brought them down from being

of the final. For India to remain
in the running for the WTC
final, they must win in Sydney.
If Ausfralia were to get only
one draw in Sri Lanka, a victory
would move India up fo 55.26,
which would be sufficient for
them to finish second. In that
scenario, Sri Lanka would
finish with 48.72 (winning 1-0)
while Australia would fall to
53.51. India will fall to 51.75
and be eliminated from the
WTC final race, though, if they
only manage a draw. This i1s
because Sri Lanka would reach
53.85 and Australia would
finish at 53.51 even if they lost
both Test matches in Sri Lanka
after drawing in Sydney.

the top contender to almost out

a match that lasted 2 hours, 27 minutes at Pat

Rafter Arena, 21-year-old Mpetshi Perricard
beat the 29-year-old Australian in three tiebreak
sets — 7-6 (2), 6-7 (4), 7-6 (3).The hard-serving
French player rose to No. 31 from outside the
top 200 this year.Mpetshi Perricard served 36
aces to Kyrgios’s |

Australia’s Two-Time World Cup Winner Rejects Team India
Coaching Job as Pressure on Gautam Gambhir Grows

New Delhi - Gautam
Gambbhir replaced Rahul
Dravid after the latter

stepped down from the role
in June 2024.
replacing Dravid has not

5, regularly topping 220

kph (135 mph) with ease and backing himself

Australia in the ongoing and a number of Indian Bangladesh but his Test to coach at the international

with huge second serves. There were no service
record so far has been

Border-Gavaskar Trophy cricket fans are questioning
whether Gambhir

is indeed the right

: level anymore.
breaks in the match."“Surely you understand ymor

series. As a result, underwhelming. "It would have been an
In the middle of this

conundrum, former Aussie

my frustration,” Kyrgios told the chair umpire

they now trail 1-2 honour to work with Indian

Christian Rask, who had quietly warned him to ‘ : :
1n the series. national team but | am done
This led to

varied opinions

However, man for the job.
Gambbhir led India

to T20I series victories

watch his language after missing a rare chance

: _ _ star and two-time World with international cricket. |
to break in the second set.On Monday, Djokovic ,
been easy for Gambhir, who

Cup winner Darren Lehman  just want the young guys to

and Kyrgios, who are good friends now, won

over Sr1 Lanka and was asked 1f he would be

\

has struggled to turn around  on social media get better," Lehmann said.

their first-round doubles match.Kyrgios said
his
extremely sore
after the doubles
win and he didn’t

the team's fortunes.
Not only did India
lose a Test series at home

interested in coaching the However, Lehmann also

wrist was

Indian team sometime in the  predicted that Indian cricket

future. would remain in good health

for the first time 1n over But Lehmann ruled even when Virat Kohli and

a decade when they were himself out of the race to Rohit Sharma decide to call

sound  optimistic

whitewashed 3-0 by New become the next head coach  time on their careers and

of getting far at the J

Zealand but also succumbed of the India men's cricket singled out Yashasvi Jaiswal

to be the flagbearer of the

Australian Open

to a bitter defeat in the team, and the 52-year-old

beginning Jan. 12.

Boxing Day Test against said that he is not looking next-gen.
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