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Shubman Gill IN, Rohit Sharma Dropped! Speculations

Rife As India's Practice Session Hints At Historic Snub

Rohit Sharma mustered only

Emma Raducanu pulls out of Australian
Open warmup with back niggle

best to be ready. I love Auckland and the
fans here, but unfortunately, I've picked

New Delhi - Grand Slam champion

Emma Raducanu has withdrawn from

did not come for the session at the

New Delhi - India captain Rohit
Sharma could be dropped from

the playing XI for the fifth
Test against Australia at the

Sydney Cricket Ground.
The speculations were
fueled after coach Gautam
Gambhir refused to confirm
Rohit Sharma’s place in the
XI. When asked why Rohit

31 runs in three Tests in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
which sparked outrage against
the skipper as the calls for
axe grew louder. While the
coach stayed mum on the
captain's potential snub from
the XI, India's practice session

did drop a few hints. Rohit

time of writing. Shubman Gill,
Dhruv Jurel,
also came out with their pads on. If
Rohit Sharmaisdropped, Shubman
Gill i1s most likely to replace him in
the XI. Gill was dropped from the
fourth Test after poor returns in
the first three Tests.If Rohit misses
out on a berth at the SCG, Jasprit

the Auckland Open due to a back njury,
dealing a blow to her preparations for
the Australian Open. The 22-year-old

and Rishabh Pant

British tennis player was scheduled to
face Robin Montgomery of the United
States in the first round
of the ASB Classic on

Tuesday. However,

Raducanu has decided

up a back niggle and won't be ready in
time." Since her remarkable US Open
victory in 2021, Raducanu has faced
persistent injury setbacks. This year, she
skipped five tournaments in the WTA's
Asia swing after spraining ligaments in
her foot. Additionally, she spent much
of the previous season recovering from
ankle and wrist surgeries.The 22-year-

old managed to play only three matches

1 L)
said a coach’s presence . ive hint about Rohit's

should be good potential axe was his absence
enough, adding thata . 4. .ot session. While
call on the XI would be the likes of Yashasvi Jaiswal,
taken after looking at  v/;, ¢ g opli KL Rahul, and

the pitch and conditions. Ravindra Jadeja batted, Rohit

an emphatic 295-run win. India are
2-1 behind in the series and must | 12.
ensure a win at SCG to retain the | champion and sixth seed at
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. A win
in Sydney will also keep India's

WTC final hopes alive.

Sharma wasn't practicing Bumrah will lead the side in the | totravel to Melbourne
R Lo AT slip catching, with Virat final Test. Bumrah led the team in | fo  continue  her
match conference and ifhe'd ;i g7 Rahul and Nitish Rohit Sharma's absence in Perth as | preparations for
feature in the X1, Gambhir Reddy taking charge. Another India scripted history after picking | the Australian Open,

which begins on January

Raducanu, a Grand Slam

the Auckland warm-up event, —
expressed her disappointment
in a statement:"I've tried my

after the Seoul injury in September,

all of which

representing Great Britain at the

she won while

Billie Jean King Cup Finals.
Despite this success, she
heads into the Australian

Open without any
recent match
practice.

Big blow to India, star player ruled out of Sth Test against
Australia in Sydney, head coach Gautam Gambhir confirms

New Delhi - In a big setback
to Team India, their star pacer
Akash Deep has been ruled out
of the fifth and last Test against
Australia at the Sydney Cricket
Ground (SCG). India's head coach
Gautam Gambhir confirmed the
news during pre-match press
conference on January 2. Notably
India and Australia will lock horns
with each other one last time in the
ongoing Border-Gavaskar Trophy
at the SCG on January 3. Gambhir
revealed that Akash Deep will miss
the last Test due to stiff back.
"Akash Deep 1is

back issue," India coach Gautam

out with

Gambhir said in the pre-match
press conference.

Notably, Akash Deep picked
five wickets i two matches that he
played in the ongoing Test series
against Australia.

The 28-year-old right-arm pacer
has been experiencing a niggle,
which could be attributed to the
heavy workload he has undertaken
in the series. He bowled a total of
87.5 overs across two Test matches.

ALSO READ: ALSOREAD: Gautam Gambhir

Australia

announce playing XI for Sydney
Test against India, star player
dropped, suspense over Mitchell
Starc ends; 3 1-yr-old to make debut

breaks silence on leaked dressing
room talks ahead of Sydney Test,
says 'Debates between coach and
player...'In Akash Deep's absence,

one of the players between Harshit
Rana or Prasidh Krishna could be
considered as his replacements
in India's playing XI for the all-
important Sydney Test.

Coach Gambhir was also asked
about Rohit Sharma's spot in India's
playing XI for the series ender, to
which he remained tightlipped and
said that it will be decided after
taking a look at the pitch.

We are going to have a look
at the wicket and announce the
playing XI tomorrow," Gambhir
added. Australia have announced
their playing XI for the fifth Test
against India with big changes.
Australia have dropped Mitchell
Marsh and replaced him with Beau
Webster, who will be making
his debut in Sydney. Meanwhile,
Mitchell Starc has been declared

fit to feature in the final showdown
in Sydney. Sam Konstas, Usman
Khawaja, Marnus Labuschagne,
Steve Smith, Travis Head, Beau
Webster, Pat
Cummins (captain), Mitch Starc,
Nathan Lyon, Scott Boland.

enjoyed best

Alex Carey (wk),

India haven't
of the outing in the series so far.
After starting the tour on a high
with resounding 195-run win over
Australia in series opener in Perth,
India lost two matches followed
by a draw. It will be a must-win
contest for India in Sydney if they
want to boost their slim WTC final
chances.

Rohit Sharma dropped? Coach Gambhir tight-
lipped over captain's spot in XI for SCG Test

India's WTC Final Odds Spike After Pat

- 1

New Delhi - India coach Gautam Gambhir
did not confirm whether captain Rohit
Sharma would play in the Sydney Test
against Australia when asked directly
about his inclusion. Rohit was seen during
warm-ups, shadow-practicing his drives
while kicking a football around with his
teammates. However, when questioned
about Rohit's availability, Gambhir stated

that the team has not yet finalised their
playing XI and will make the decision
tomorrow after assessing the pitch.Notably,
India have made several surprising
selection decisions throughout the series
against Australia. In Perth, they opted for
Washington Sundaras the lone spinner, only
to replace him with Ravichandran Ashwin
in the next match and then Ravindra Jadeja
in Brisbane. Fast bowler Harshit Rana
made his debut in Perth but was benched
after struggling in the Adelaide Pink Ball
Test. The experimentation continued in
Melbourne, where India fielded three all-
roundersa Nitish Reddy, Ravindra Jadeja,
and Washington Sundara while Shubman
Gill was dropped. Under-fire captain Rohit
Sharma chose to open the innings in place
of KL Rahul, who was shifted to the No. 3

position.

Cummins' Masswe Dec1S10n For Sri Lanka Tour

New Delhi - The defeat
to Australia in the Boxing
Day Test at the MCG dented
India's hopes of reaching the
WTC final. South Africa's
win over Pakistan sealed a
spot for the Proteas in the
WTC final,
and Australia on a knife

leaving India

edge for the second berth.
India for most of the WTC
cycle looked certain to
play the final, but the 3-0
whitewash  against New
Zealand at home followed
by defeats in Adelaide and
Sydney pegged them back.

The Rohit Sharma-led side

needs a win in Sydney to
keep the hopes alive. A win
alone, however, won't be
enough for team India as
they would need Sri Lanka
to beat Australia 2-0 in the
upcoming series. Australia
are a brute force and beating

them won't be easy for the

| revealed that the death of his

however,

Lankans,

they
received a major boost after
Pat Cummins confirmed his
decision to skip the tour. A
weakened Australian team
would also benefit India
indirectly who would be
looking up to Sri Lanka

to help them qualify for

the WTC final. Cummins
confirmed that the recent
death of his mother and the

birth of his second child

- contributed to his decision

to skip the Sri Lanka tour.
Australia  captain
mother last year changed his
priorities in life as he learned
that family always comes
first."In some ways it really
makes you focus in on what
[ think is important," he told
the Daily Telegraph at the
launch of the Pink Test. "It’s
family, it’s enjoyment, it’s
trying to find joy in life and I

think that’s been a slight shift
in the way I’ve approached
playing and touring and
it’s just given me that real
he
added.“When you go out you

decluttering mindset,"

just want to play well and of
course there’s going to be
pressure, but you don’t want
to forget that what mum and
dad used to say to us every
time we went and played as
kids, was to go and enjoy
it. Try your best, but make
sure you enjoy it. I try and
remind myself of that every
time I go on a tour or play,"
Cummins said.
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