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Jasprit Bumrah's Fiery Send-Off, Ice-Cold Stare On Last

NEW DELHI : Jasprit
Bumrah and Sam Konstas were
involved in a fierce staredown
after the pacer dismissed
Usman Khawaja on the final
ball of Day 1. What was also
noticeable was how the incident
pumped up the entire Indian
team, even as Bumrah and
Konstas were involved in the
tense exchange.

It all happened when

[

Konstas and Bumrah had a

Konstas, leaving no doubt about

fiY BETTER

Ball To Sam Konstas: Drama Unfolds On IND vs AUS Day 1

Novak Djokovic Thumps Gael
Monfils To Reach Brisbane

Emirares

celebrating in his ears.

“| runs in the final session.

pick of the Australia bowlers.
p—— In response, Australia

" ended the day at nine for one

0%

.~
™ rested himself from the series

]

as Jasprit Bumrah removed
Usman Khawaja off the last
ball of the day.

India captain Rohit Sharma

¥ P

finale with Bumrah walking out

Rishabh Pant (40 off 98) Novak Djokovic's bid for a 100th ATP
. ftop-scored for India, while Tour title gained momentum on Thursday
O} Scott Boland (4/31) was the as the Serb thumped fellow veteran Gael

Monfils 6-3 6-3 to reach the Brisbane
International quarter-finals.The 37-year-
old, who is looking to join Roger Federer
(103) and Jimmy Connors (109) as players
who have won at least a century of titles,
breezed through the first set on the back

of a solitary break in the fourth game.
Djokovic neverlooked back from there
as he powered through the second

International Quarter-final

Open title when the season's opening
Grand Slam begins later this month. "I've
known Gael since I was 15. We played
quite a bit at juniors and on Tour and
have had a good score agamst him but we
have had some mncredible battles. He's one
of the best, if not the best, athlete in our
sport over the years."Djokovic will step up
his preparations for a tilt at a 25th Grand
Slam title at the Jan. 12-26 Australian
Open when he takes on big-serving

American Reilly Opelka in the

go at each other in the second
last ball of the day, with
the 19-year-old Australian

the intensity of the contest.
The Indian team also rallied

around their newly named
in no mood to back off.

But it culminated with the
Indian captain dismissing

skipper, and the picture was
equally telling. Konstas was final Test.
walking off quietly towards

the dressing room, and almost

all the 11 Indian fielders were

the southpaw, followed by
a chilling stare directed at

Meanwhile, Australia
reached 9/1 at stumps after
bowling out India for 185 on
the opening day of the fifth and

India, who recovered from
57/3 to 107/4 at tea, lost the
remaining six wickets for 78

for the toss in his place.
India trail the series 1-2.

40, Shubman Gill 20; Scott

Jasprit Bumrah 1/7).

Brief scores: India all out
185 in 72.2 overs (Rishabh Pant

Boland 4/31). Australia 9/1 in 3
overs (Sam Konstas 7 not out;

set to extend his win-loss record
against the French player to 20-
0, nearly two decades after their
first encounter in the opening
round of the 2005 U.S. Open.
"We've been playing for many
years," said Djokovic, who will
be gunning for an 1 1th Australian

~ next round. Opelka got past
«  Matteo Armaldi 7-6(9) 7-6(4)
while

Mpetshi
player who can blow away his

Frenchman Giovanni

Perricard, another
opponents with booming serves,
upset fourth seed Frances Tiafoe 6-4
7-6(4).

NEW DELHI Rohit Sharma has
reportedly been told by the Indian
selectors about their vision the 38-year-
old does not fit in the scheme of things.
Rohit, who opted to rest in the Sydney
Test against Australia, has been under
the scanner for his recent performances,
and his future as the Indian Test captain
His
struggles with the bat in the ongoing

seems to be 1n serious doubt.

Border-Gavaskar Trophy raised
question marks over his position in the
playing XI. Therefore, the selectors
have reportedly decided to move past
him after consulting head coach Gautam Agarkar.

Gambhir and chairman of selectors Ajit

Sharma was reportedly informed of published

.

&%Jg b i
this before the Sydney Test. The report,

by theindianexpress.com

Rohit Sharma's Test Career Over? Selectors Inform Him In
Sydney, Discussions With Virat Kohli As Well: Report

suggests that the Indian Test team 1s
preparing for a significant transition.

The selectors are also set to meet
Virat Kohli after the series to discuss
the future course of action. All-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja will also be included in
it but will be a part of the squad in the
transitional phase.

Meanwhile, former India legend
Sunil Gavaskar spoke about Rohit's
situation and said, "I think it probably
means that (if) India doesn't qualify for
the WTC final, the Melbourne Test will
be Rohit Sharma's last game. The (next)
WTC cycle will start with the England

series, and the selectors would likely

want someone available for the 2027
final. Whether India gets there or not
1s another matter, but that's what the
selection committee is likely to do. We
have probably seen Rohit Sharma for
the last time in Test cricket."

However, former India head coach
Ravi Shastri said, "If there was a home
season coming up he might've thought
of carrying on, but I think he might just
pull the plug at the end of this Test," he
sald on commentary. "He's not getting
younger ... it's not that India don't have
youngsters. There are very, very good
players in the wings and it's time to

build. Tough decisions, but there is a

Drama at SCG!

Nervous Rohit

Sharma jumps out of his seat for
Virat Kohli’s g

olden duck call

NEW DELHI : Just as the MCG Test
had its share of drama, the SCG Test
delivered a moment of high tension when

a contentious umpiring decision went in
favour of India’s star batter Virat Kohli.
The drama unfolded in the 8th over when
Kohli survived a golden duck on his very
first delivery.

After dismissing Yashasvi Jaiswal
earlier in the over, Scott Boland nearly

WY P,
S

claimed his second wicket with a well-
directed delivery that found Kohli’s
outside edge. The ball flew toward second
slip, where Steve Smith dived to his right,
scooping it toward Marnus Labuschagne at
oully.

However, replays revealed the ball had
brushed the ground after rolling off Smith’s
fingers—a detail spotted by TV umpire
Joel Wilson, who ruled Kohli not out.

The Indian dressing room watched the
drama unfold on the big screen, with Rohit
Sharma, who had been excluded from the
playing XI, visibly tense.

Once the decision came through in
Kohli’s favour, Rohit finally sat back,
appearing more at ease.

Jasprit Bumrah Clashes With Umpire After Washington
Sundar's Debatable Dismissal, Simon Taufel Defends Call

NEW DELHI : India captain Jasprit Bumrah
was left unimpressed with the umpiring on
Day 1 of the fifth India-Australia Test on
Friday after teammate Washington Sundar
was dismissed 1n a controversial manner
off Pat Cummins.The incident occurred in
the 67th over when Sundar attempted to
pull a short one from the Australian captain
but could not connect. While the ball sailed
through to wicketkeeper Alex Carey,
the Aussies immediately went up in loud
appeal. When turned down, they opted for
a DRS review.Third umpire Joel Wilson
took some time examining the replays - The
Snickometer showed a spike when the ball
was close to the gloves. But interestingly,
while in one frame of the replay, there

was no spike when the ball was nearest to

£
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the glove, the subsequent frame captured
a spike on the Snickometer. Strangely,
without conclusive evidence to overturn the
on-field umpire's decision, Wilson deemed
Washington out. "Last game he didn't give
it out on snicko and now this give out," an
unhappy Bumrah was heard saying after
the verdict. "I'm sorry, but that’s a crap
decision! Sure, there was a spike, but from
the side angle, there was a clear space

between the ball and the glove. Thereis a lot
of ambiguity with these kinds of decisions.
The benefit must go to the batter," said
Former India batter Robin Uthappa.Former
England captain Michael Vaughan also
expressed his shock at Wilson's decision
and called 1t "awful"However, Simon
Taufel, the legendary ex-umpire, who 1s
regarded as one of cricket's most respected
voices, defended Wilson's call."What Joel
Wilson's looking for here is that spike up to
one frame past the glove, and he's got that
spike. There's nothing else out there, and
the ball 1s underneath the glove. The third
umpire 1s well and truly within his rights,
according to the protocols, to determine
that's conclusive evidence for ball on

glove," Taufel explained on Channel 7.
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