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Rohit To Lead; Shami Returns, No Jaiswal And Samson:
India's Likely Squad For Champions Trophy 2025

Sunday (January 5), there
are big changes in the
Test team pending, but
they will have to wait as
the focus will shift to ODI
cricket with the deadline
to announce the squad
for the 2025 Champions
Trophy (CT) just a week
away. India faces a tough
challenge in picking the
team as they played just
three ODIs in 2024. While
the team is largely settled
in the format, there is no
recent form to pick from.
The Men in Blue will
play three ODIs against
England at home in
February, but that will be
after the squad selection

series and the mega event
at the same time with no
major changes.

Despite his poor form
in Test cricket and him
not playing the Sydney
Test, Rohit
will lead the team n

Sharma

the Champions Trophy.
Similarly, Virat Kohli's
nightmare form in red-
ball cricket should not
affect his place in ODI
cricket, where no player
in  history has more
centuries than him.
Although

Jaiswal

Yashasvi
has  already
cemented himself among
the best batters in world
Tests

cricket 1In and

the mega event looks
unlikely. Shubman Gill
should retain his spot as
Rohit Sharma's opening
partner. The 25-year-old
has a terrific record in
the 50-over format with
a batting average of 58.2.

Shreyas Iyer might
not be in India's scheme
of things in the other
two formats, but his
performances in ODI
hard to
ignore. The 30-year-old

cricket are
has cemented his spot
at number four. India
faces a tough dilemma
two
wicketkeeper batters

with a fight between KL

in picking their

Rahul, Rishabh Pant, and
Sanju Samson for the
spot. Although Samson
scored a century in the
last ODI he played, he
was not part of the squad
for the Sr1 Lanka series
in August. The 30-year-
old 1s not playing in the
Vijay Hazare Trophy
(VHT), which could have
given him the chance to
prove his credentials in
the 50-over format. As
Rahul

incumbents, and

o A
Pant should retain their

spot in the squad. Hardik
Pandya has not played
any ODI cricket since his
injury in the 2023 Cricket
World Cup, but the star
all-rounder is playing the
VHT, and when fit, he is
an irreplaceable asset for
the Men in Blue in white-
ball cricket.
will be wary of a need

The team

to have a backup ready
for Hardik, and after his
impressive T20I and Test

Although
Yadav is under a fitness

Kuldeep

cloud after undergoing
surgery recently, he is
expected to be the team's
first-choice wrist spinner.
If the 30-year-old is not
fit, a callup for Rawi
Bishnoi should follow.
Two among Ravindra
Jadeja, Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar are

and

set to be named in the
squad. Sundar's return fo
the Test team shows the
team management's faith
in him, while Jadeja could
get the nod over Axar, as
two left-arm spinners are
unlikely.

Jasprit Bumrah,

World Cup, and the trio
are set for a reunion in the
UAE 1if all three are fit.
Shami has not played for
India since November last
year, but he has proven
his fitness in domestic
cricket across formats
over the last two months.

Arshdeep Singh 1s
India's most successful
pacer in T20Is and was
part of the ODI squad in
the last two assignments.
The presence of a left-
arm pacer will add more
variety to the
attack.12th January 1s

Indian

the deadline to announce
the
play their first match in

squad. India will

NEW DELHI After deadline. It is expected T20Is, he is yet to make debuts, a place in the ODI Mohammed Shami, the tournament against
India's long tour of that BCCI will name the his ODI debut, and a team should follow for and Mohammed Siraj Bangladesh on February
Australia finished on squad for the bilateral place in the squad for Nifish Kumar Reddy. dominated the 2023 20 before facing Pakistan

and New Zealand on
February 23 and March
2. All matches of Rohit-
led side will take place
at the Dubai International

Stadium. India Likely
Squad For Champions
Trophy 2025: Rohit
Sharma (C), Shubman

Guill, Virat Kohli, Shreyas

Iyer, KL Rahul (WK),
Rishabh Pant (WK),
Hardik Pandya, Nitish

Kumar Reddy, Ravindra
Jadeja, Washington
Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav
(if  fit)/Ravi
Jasprit

Bishnoi,
Bumrah,
Shami,
Mohammed Siraj,
Arshdeep Singh

Mohammed
and

NEW DELHI :Cricket
Australia has finally cla-
rified why they didn’t
call former India cric-
keter Sunil Gavaskar to
hand the Border-Gavas-
kar Trophy to Pat Cum-
mins besides Allan Bor-
der. Gavaskar on Sunday,
January 5 expressed his
displeasure after not
being mvited to present
the trophy, named af-
ter him and Border, to
Australia following their
victory over India in the
high-voltage five-match
rubber.Australia reclai-
the Border-Ga-

vaskar trophy after a

med

decade with a six-wic-
ket victory over India in
the fifth and final Test.
Australia reclaimed the
Border-Gavaskar  trop-
hy after a decade with a
six-wicket victory over
India in the fifth and fi-
nal Test.

Border presented the
trophy to the home side
but

being at the venue at the

Gavaskar, despite

Why Cricket Australia Didn't Call
Sunil Gavaskar During The Border-
Gavaskar Trophy Presentation

same time, was ignored,
raising a huge hue and
cry among Indian cricket
fans."We acknowledge it
would have been prefera-
ble if both AB and Sunil
had been asked to go on
stage. The plan was that
if India won Sunil would
present and Allan Border
would present to Austra-
lia," a Cricket Australia
official told Cricbuzz.
Gavaskar left
extremely disappoin-
ted by the situation and
didn't hide his emofi-

ons while speaking on

Wwas

live television after the
match."] certainly would
have loved to have been
there for the presenta-
tion. After all, it is the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy

and 1t 1s about Australia

and India," Gavaskar
was quoted as saying
by The Code Sports. "I
mean, [ am here on the
ground. To me, it should
not matter that Australia
won when it comes to
the presentation. They
played better cricket so
they won. That's fine,"
Gavaskar added.Had the
Indian side won the trop-
hy, the former India cric-
keter would have been
invited to present it to the
victorious team. CA later
confirmed that Gavas-
kar was aware he would
have presented the award
to Indian skipper Jasprit
Bumrah 1f the wvisitors
had won the Sydney Test

and retained the trophy.

Comeback king Alexandre Muller
ends Kei Nishikori's fairytale to lift
Hong Kong Open title

NEW DELHI: French professional tennis player
Alexandre Muller claimed his first ATP Tour title
by defeating Kei Nishikori in the final of the Hong
Kong Open on Sunday. The match lasted 1 hour and

43 minutes, with Muller overcoming a slow start to
win 2-6, 6-1, 6-3.Nishikori, a 35-year-old Japanese
player, started strongly by winning the first set in just

33 minutes. However, Muller regained his composure

and won the next two sets convincingly. This victory
marked Muller's first ATP Tour title and a significant
milestone in his career.Notably, Muller became only

the third player to win a tour-level title after losing the

opening set in every match he played during the tour-

nament, showcasing his resilience and determination.

In his post-match speech, Muller expressed his grati-

tude to the crowd for their support and acknowledged

the incredible week he had, despite losing the first set

in all his matches."It's been an amazing week for me,

losing the firstsetin all the matches," he added. "I have

no words, I'm sorry, | just won the match, but thank

you everyone."He also praised Nishikori, describing

him as an amazing player and wishing him luck for

the rest of the season.For Nishikori, the Hong

+  Kong Open final was his 27th tour-level
\ ~ final and his first since winning in Bris-

bane in 2019.The former world number
four has been battling injuries, including a
Goae, Major hip surgery, and his run to the
. - final in Hong Kong marked a signi-
" WY ficant step in his comeback journey.
W& Nishikori's performance in Hong
Kong, which included victories over

seeded players like Karen Khacha-

nov, Cameron Norrie, and Denis
Shapovalov, will see him return to

« the top 100 in the world rankings
for the first time since June 2022.

Bumrah's injury could be lot worse than
imagined after India pacer refuses to
take field, Ponting says ‘It’s a real worry’

NEW DELHI :
stand-in captain Jasprit
Bumrah did not take the
field on Day 3 of the
ongoing fifth and final
Test match of the Bor-
der-Gavaskar

India

Trophy
series after the Indian
camp claimed that the
fast bowler was suffe-
ring from 'back spasms’.
However, speculations
are rife that the injury
could be a lot worse than
the Indian team claimed,
as former Australia cap-
tain Ricky Ponting said
that the 'back spasms'
claim was a smokescre-
en

Bumrah had left the
ground on Day 2 of the
match and was taken to
the hospital by an ambu-
lance, as reports emer-
ged that he was taken
for a scan. However, a
senior journalist, Peter
Lalor, revealed on Sun-
day morning that Bum-
rah went to the hospital
to get an 1njection as a
scanning machine was
available to the Indian

team at the SCG. "My

mail 1s he didn't go for a

scan," Lalor told Chan-
nel 7. “They have scan-
ning machines 1n the
dressing rooms. He went
for an injection. Proba-
bly Cortisone.”

Bumrah had under-
gone surgery back In
2023 for a stress fractu-
re in his back and hen-
ce India would be extra
cautious with the cur-
rent concern withy the
Champions Trophy a
"He had a
back spasm," teammate
Prasidh Krishna told re-
porters at the end of Day
"He has

gone for scans so the me-

month later.

2 In Sydney.

dical team 1s monitoring.
We'll know (whether he
will keep playing) when
the medical team gets
back to us."

As Bumrah did not
even bowl during the
warm-up on Day 3 iIn
Sydney, Ponting sugges-
ted that the Indian camp
were probably not en-
tirely truthful about his
injury. "It seemed like a
real worry for me," Pon-
ting said on Channel 7.
"They said back spasms
when he got back (to the
SCG).

"[But] he's running
up the stairs. He ran off
the field. That's not signs
or symptoms of back
spasms. | will keep my
fingers crossed and hope
it 1s. I would love to see
him take further part in
this game and not be out
for an extended period
of time again like he was
with the stress fractures
a couple of years ago.".
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