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Thank God I don't have to play Jasprit Bumrah: Usman Khawaja

India fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah Khawaja struggled against "I was just getting Bumrah'd. It Bumrah special in this series,

had a tremendous Border-Gavaskar

Trophy. Bumrah produced
one of the best-ever bowling
performances by an overseas pacer
in Australia and picked up 32
wickets. Bumrah's tally broke the
record of Bishan Singh Bedi for the
highest wicket tally by any Indian
pacer in a Test series vs Australia.

Australia  opener  Usman
Khawaja gave a glowing tribute to
Bumrah after the conclusion of the
Test series on Sunday. Speaking in
a post-match interview in Sydney,
Khawaja thanked God because he
did not have to face Bumrah any

more.

Bumrah in the early overs, like
most batters in the Test series. The
38-year-old batter, who has scored
5600+ runs in Test cricket said that
Bumrah simply did not give him
any opportunity to score runs off
him.

Bumrah was not able to bowl
on Day 3 of the final Test match
in Sydney. The stand-in India
captain picked up a back injury and
could not take the field in the final
innings of the match. Khawaja said
that the absence of Bumrah made
life easier for the Australian batters
and they cracked the whip in the
chase.

The absence of Bumrah let

ended up chasing the target in just

Australia cut loose early, and they 27 overs.

was tough work. [ have to face this
guy with the new ball every single
time. you never want to see anyone
injured and it's a shame he was but
thank God for us. Today would've
been an absolute nightmare facing
him on that wicket. As soon as we
didn't see him out there we thought
'alright, we've got a chance here',"
Usman Khawaja said.

"He's the toughest bowler I've
ever faced. And I have faced him
in 2018. he got me out once, he
was alright, he was good but he
has been something else this year.
He has got his tail up," he added.

Asked made

about what

Khawaja said that apart from the
spicy wickets, Bumrah's evolution
and understanding of the game has
helped him attain unimaginable
heights.

"The wickets have definitely
helped him. He is 6 years more
mature. He understands his skills,
who he is bowling to. He has
different plans for everyone. I
always felt like no matter how
good a bowler i1s I can always
but
[ did not get anything at all from

get something to score runs,

him. He's just so hard. I don't have
to face him again, thank God,"
concluded Khawaja.

Not Gill Or Pandya! 31-Year-Old Star Likely To Be
India’s Vice-Captain In Champions Trophy 2025

A French club, Lebrun
siblings connect to Manav
Thakkar’s growth

NEW DELHI : After the
conclusion of the almost
two-month-long Test tour
of Australia, which ended
in a 1-3 series defeat
on Sunday (January 5),

Hardik Pandya has also
served as Rohit’s deputy.
The star all-rounder was
India’s vice-captain In
the ODI World Cup 2023
before being ruled out

Schedule, format, prize
money, livestreaming details

the Indian men’s cricket due to injury.

team will shift its focus India’s white-ball

and how to watch in India to white-ball cricket now. regulars Shreyas Iyer,
NEW DELHI :2025's first grand slam Australian India will face England in Hardik  Pandya, and | Mumbai: Manav Thakkar, India’s No.2 male paddler,
Open is set to begin on Monday (January 6). The | @ five-match T20T series - Arshdeep  Singh  are | poticed how the Lebrun brothers, the French siblings who
biggest names in Tennis will go head to head in | that starts on January 22 Bangladesh, —and on and according to a report almost certain to be | have taken the table tennis world by storm, would “invent
Australia. In the men's division, world No. 1 Jannik | in Kolkata, and then the Sunday, February 23, in Times of India on picked for the Champions | stuff” post training sessions even as the others would wind

Monday
star fast bowler Jasprit
Bumrah will be India’s

two teams will play each India will face Pakistan (January  6),
other in a three-match at Dubai International
ODI The three Cricket Stadium. India’s

50-over matches last league match 1s on

Trophy, and it will be
interesting  to

down. They’d play a quick game with two bounces on the
table, or with just high balls, or simply stationed at the

Sinner 1s looking to build on his 2024 breakthrough,

when he claimed his first major title by defeating see if

series. Mohammed Shami, who

Daniil Medvedev, arun that included snapping Novak net.“It would last only for 10-15 minutes, and there 1s no

will vice-captain if there are last played for India on

November 19, 2023, also
finds a place in the side.

Djokovic's 33-match Australian Open winning streak. goal as such in what they do,” Thakkar said. “But who

March 2 against New
Zealand, and if the
world No. 1 ODI team
manages to qualify for
the knockouts, then its

help India prepare for no major fitness concerns.

the 2025 edition of the
[CC Champions Trophy,

Medvedev and Djokovic are among the top 10 seeds knows, maybe once in 10 or 20 times, that would come in

for 2025, while other notable challengers include Bumrah, who led India in

the first and fifth Tests of
the recently concluded

handy.” The 24-year-old Thakkar has had a ringside view
Except for Bumrah, | to the meteoric rise of 18-year-old Felix (world No.4) and
21-year-old Alexis(worldNo.16)— they are also the No.1

men’s doubles pair —training and playing alongside them

Alexander Zverev, Carlos Alcaraz, and American

which 1s set to start on who could be rested due

standouts Taylor Fritz, Tommy Paul, and Frances

Tiafoe. In the women's singles tournament, top seed five-match series against

February 19. to workload management,

Aryna Sabalenka aims to make history by becoming
the first player since Martina Hingis in 1999 to win
three consecutive championships. The competition
will be intense, with Iga Swiatek returning to action
after serving a one-month WTA suspension for
doping violations, which ended on December 28.
U.S. stars Coco Gauff and Jessica Pegula are also
seen as strong contenders for the title.

India will not travel
to Pakistan for the ICC
event and instead will
play its matches in Dubai.
India’s first match in the
Champions Trophy 1is
scheduled to take place
on February 20 against

semifinal match will be
played on March 4 in
Dubai and the final on
March 9.

India i1s expected to
announce its 15-member
squad for the Champions
Trophy by January 12,

Australia, will serve as
Rohit Sharma’s deputy.

India last played
a white-ball series in
August 2024 against

Sri Lanka, and in that,
Shubman Gill was India’s
vice-captain. In the past,

all  other
Trophy-bound players are

Champions

likely to feature in three
ODIs
that are set to be played

against England
on February 6, 9, and 12
in Nagpur, Cuttack, and
Ahmedabad, respectively.

in France. That is also helping spur the growth of Thakkar,
who has risen to world No.59 from outside the top 100
until mid-2023. For about a month in September-October,
Thakkar played for French club Nimes Montpellier Table
Tennis Alliance, the Montpellier club that has produced,
and is home to, the Lebrun brothers. Felix and Alexis are
his teammates on match days in their top division French

league, and sparring partners on other days.

el Rohit Sharma Has a Future in Stand-u

p Comedy': India Captain

Roasted After Border Gavaskar Trophy Disappointment

NEW DELHI - Rohit
Sharma was mocked by
former Ausfralian cricke-
ter Simon Katich after his
struggles in the recently
concluded Border-Gavaskar
Trophy series where India
lost 1-3.

“Well, if you look at the
numbers, they are damning.

We saw it in this Test. It
was very selfless of him to
opt out of the Test,” Katich
told Star Sports.

“I saw in that interview,
very well-spoken. There’s
no doubt he has a future
after he is done playing
cricket in stand-up comedy
because his humor was very

good,” he added.

“Only he knows wheth-
er he has the hunger and
drive at 37 to go again. Eng-
land is not going to be an
easy series,” he said.

“England are on their
way up. They have some
good young quicks coming
through. Gus Atkinson and

Brydon Carse are doing
well.

“I dare say that will be
a tough tour if he chooses
to go on it and the Indian
selectors pick him, first and
foremost. “Those numbers
are not for pretty reading.
Test cricket isn’t a place for
37-year-olds at the top of

the order," he concluded.
Earlier, Rohit had given
an interview to Star Sports
and spoke at length about
whether he ‘opted out’ of
the Sydney Test, was ‘re-
sted’ or “dropped’.
of the
things. I stood down. This

"None three

1s what [ say. Stand down.

I will say a few words, fifty
words will be made out of
it. So basically, runs are not
coming from my bat, [ am
not in form, it is an impor-
tant match, we need players
in form, the boys in our bat-
ting are not in form, so you
cannot carry too many out-
of-form players in the team.
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