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Star India Batter Opts Out Of Vijay Hazare Trophy
Despite Repeated Domestic Cricket Reminders: Report
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NEW DELHI
experts and former Indian

Even as

cricketers keep reiterating
the importance of domestic
cricket to flourish on the
international stage, India
KL  Rahul has

opted

opener
reportedly out of
the remainder of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy, as he takes a
break post a gruelling one and
a half months of Test cricket
Thus, Rahul
will not feature for Karnataka
in the VHT knockouts.

According to a report

Down Under.

in Sportstar, the star India
opener, who featured in all
five Tests against Australia,
will take a break. A call
on Rahul's availability for
the second leg of the Ranji
which
January 23, will be taken

Trophy, starts  on
later.

Notably, batter Devdutt
Padikkal and pacer Prasidh
Krishna, both of whom were
in the Test team in Australia,
will turn up for Karnataka in
Vadodara. While the former
played the first Test in Perth,

M

Krishna earned a call-up for
the fifth and final Test.

Rahul,
often criticised for his form

who has been
and performances, scored a
crucial 77 runs in India's win
in Perth. Although Adelaide
was a dampener, he scored
a crucial 84 i India's first
innings in Gabba. But his next
four innings accounted for
24, 0, 4 and 13, as criticism
flew in again.

Rahul was part of India's
squad that played three
ODIs in Sri Lanka and he 1is

expected to be named in the
squad for the England series,
with the first ODI starting on
February 6. He has scored
4861 124 List A
matches, at an average of
46.29 and with 11 hundreds
to his name.

After India were thrashed
1-3 in the Border-Gavaskar

runs in

Trophy, several former
cricketers  repeated  that
playing domestic cricket,
especially Ranji  Trophy,

becomes crucial even for big
stars.

‘He’s sitting at NCA for | don t
know how long': Ravi Shastri slams
BCCl, blames them for Mohammed

Shami's poor recovery

Former India head coach Ravi Shastri has no doubts

that Mohammed Shami's presence towards the latter
half of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy would have
made a difference in the outcome of the series, which
Australia won 3-1 despite losing the first Test in
Perth. Shami, who hasn't played international cricket
since the ODI World Cup final in November 2023,
made a comeback to competitive cricket in the Ranji
Trophy for Bengal, giving rise to hopes of a late
entry into India's squad in Australia.Shami bowled
43 overs in Bengal's Ranji Trophy match against
Madhya Pradesh in November 2024. Following this,
he played 1n all nine games of the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy (SMAT), where he also engaged in additional
bowling sessions on the sidelines to build his bowling
volume and prepare for the Test matches. However,
three days before the Boxing Day Test in Melbourne,
when the series was still locked 1-1, BCCI confirmed
that Shami will not be considered for the remaining
two Tests in Australia.

He Could Have Been The Difference':
Ponting Questions 34-Year-Old Star's
Absence From India's BGT Squad

NEW DELHI
Ausfralian captain Ricky

: Former

Ponting  feels India
missed the trick by not
flying Mohammed Shami
for the last two matches
of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy. According to
the 50-year-old former
batter, had Shami played
in the last two matches
when the series was level
at 1-1, he could have been
the difference.

“I was really surprised
when he (Shami) wasn’t
flown out even halfway
wo

Test matches in,” Ponting

through the series,

said in the latest episode
of The ICC Review.
“India’s make-up
obviously had Nitish
Reddy there. So, you had
another

seam bowling

all-rounder anyway.

So, if Shami, even if he

wasn’t fully fit, if he had
to bowl fewer overs in a
day, you had a backup
seam bowling option to
help him out, and I think
he could have been the
difference,” he added.
Ponting, who has
donned the hat of an
expert, commentator, and
coach after calling time
on his playing career,
says that Shami is very
important for Team India,
and 1if he was there (in
Australia) with Jasprit

Bumrah and Mohammed
Siraj, then things could
have been completely
different. “When
asked me (in an earlier
The ICC Review) at the
start about what I thought
the result would be, I said

3-1 Australia

you

because
Shami wasn’t there. That
was the first thing I said.
That's how important [
felt he was to India. If
Shami, Bumrah, and Siraj
were 1n their starting team,
[ think things could have

been completely different

here in Australia.”

Sumit Nagal qualifies for ASB
Classic in big boost before
Australian Open

Former India head
Ravi Shastri
echoed Ponting’s views

coach

and said Shami could

have provided adequate
help for Bumrah.

“It got so tight at 1-1
going
You just

into Melbourne.
needed that
experience and support.
For all you know, he
might have raised the bar
aswell. And it would have
been the two guys there
(Bumrah and Shami).”
“Pat
couldn’t have done it on
his own; Scotty Boland
had to step in. So, you

Cummins

needed a bowler of his
experience. You know, as
hard as Mohammed Siraj
tried, you needed Shami’s
experience there,” he

added.

Sumit Nagal has qualified for the main draw of
the ASB Classic in Auckland. On Sunday, January
5, India's top-ranked player defeated France's Adrian
Mannarino 7-6 (7-5
Qualifiers. In the opening round, Nagal had to come
back from behind to beat New Zealand's Alexander
Klintcharov 1-6, 6-3, 6-1 before taking down his
French opponent.

), 6-3 in the second round of the

In the main draw, Nagal, ranked No.98 in the world,
will be up against Alex Michelsen of the United States.
The main draw qualification will give the 27-year-old
a massive boost before the Australian Open, which i1s
scheduled to get underway later this month. Last year,
in July, Nagal achieved his career-best ranking of
No.68, but has gone down in the rankings since then.

The main draw competition will serve as good
preparation for Nagal ahead of the hard-court major at
Melbourne Park, the season's first Grand Slam. Nagal
has happy memories of playing in the Australian Open
after he defeated Alexander Bublik in the opening
round of the main draw.

3 Bowlers Who Can Replace Jasprit Bumrah In India's Champions Trophy 2025 Squad

NEW DELHI : The 2025 edition
of the ICC Champions Trophy is
set to start on February 19 with
a match between hosts Pakistan
and New Zealand at National
Stadium in Karachi. India will
open its campaign on February
20 against Bangladesh at Dubai
International Cricket Stadium and
then face arch-rivals Pakistan in
the second match on February 23.
India’s third and final Group A

match is scheduled to take place at

the same venue on March 2, and
if India manages to finish in the
top two, then the Men in Blue’s
semifinal match will also take
place in Dubai on March 4.

India 1s set to announce
the 15-member squad for the
ICC event, which is making a
comeback after eight years, on
Sunday, January 12, and it will
be interesting to see if Jasprit
Bumrah manages to find a place

in the squad. The 31-year-old

fast bowler, who picked up 32
wickets in the recently concluded
five-match Test series against
Australia, last played a 50-over
match for India on November 19,

2023, against Australia during

the ODI World Cup 2023 final

at Narendra Modi Stadium 1n
Ahmedabad.

Bumrah is dealing with a
back spasm these days, and due
to that he didn’t bowl in the
second innings of the Sydney
Test as well. There are question
marks over his availability for
the Champions Trophy as the full
extent of his back injury is yet to
be determined.

If Bumrah misses out, 1t will

be a big setback for Team India, as
he has been in red-hot form these
days and is taking wickets for fun.

With
Mohammed Siraj, and Arshdeep

Mohammed  Shami,
Singh almost certain to get picked,
here’s a look at three fast bowlers
who can replace Jasprit Bumrah
in India’s Champions Trophy
2025 squad: Avesh Khan: Avesh
Khan has 9 wickets to his name
in eight ODIs played so far. He
played in all three matches of the

away series against South Africa
in December 2023 and accounted
for the dismissal of four batters for
27 runs in his quota of eight overs.
Prasidh  Krishna:  Prasidh
Krishna has dismissed 29 batters
in 17 ODIs for India. The 28-year-
old pacer from Karnataka was part
of India’s ODI World Cup 2023
squad. Krishna last played for
India in the Sydney Test against
Australia and picked up three
wickets each in both innings.
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