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Sam Konstas Reveals Chat With
'Legend’ Kohli After Boxing Day Drama:
Told Vlrat I Idolise Him, He Said...."

NEW DELHI :

The Border-Gavaskar Trophy
was a series to remember for Sam Konstas. The
19-year-old made his debut in the fourth Test at
Melbourne Cricket Ground and hammered a T20-

style fifty, leaving the Indians rattled. He scooped

and ramped Jasprit Bumrah during the stunning
knock as the cricket world stood 1n awe.
youngster did not change his approach to take
the Indians head-on in the final Test in Sydney
and exchanged words with Jasprit Bumrah during
the final over of Day 1. The altercation triggered
Jasprit Bumrah who removed Usman Khawaja in
the same over and gave a death stare to Konstas
as the Indians charged towards him. Days after
Australia's emphatic win in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, Konstas reflected on his heated exchanges
with Virat Kohli and Jasprit Bumrah and accepted
that emotions got the better of him.“I loved every
second of it but there’s great learnings to be had
and reflect on and hopefully in future tours I can
learn from that,” Konstas said on CODE Sports.
Konstas also revealed his chat with Virat Kohli
after the fiery exchange with the Indian superstar.
The batter revealed he told Kohli that he 1dolise
him and got a humble reply in return®“l had a
little chat after the game telling him that I 1dolise
him, and 1t’s obviously a huge honour playing
against him,” Konstas said. “When I did verse
him, I was like, ‘wow, Virat Kohli 1s batting.” He
just had that presence about him, all the Indian
crowd getting amongst it. Chanting his name. It
was quite surreal.“He was very down to earth.
A lovely person and just wishing me all the best
saying hopefully [ go well on the tour of Sr1 Lanka
he said 1if I'm in. My whole family loves Virat.
I’ve 1dolised him from a young age and he’s a

legend of the game,” he added.

'Don't see Bumrah as captain. Kohli's
next': Rohit Sharma speculated to retire
after Champions Trophy; Gill backed as...

NEW DELHI : India's
chief selector, Ajt
Agarkar, 1s expected
to mcur a ‘“challenging
period”  ahead  as
former Australia
cricketer Adam
Gilchrist speculated

that incumbent captain
Rohit

retire after the end of

Sharma  will
the Champions Trophy
in March. He further
expects one between
Jasprit Bumrah or Virat
Kohli to lead the Test
team during India's next

assignment in June,
while Michael Vaughan
backed Shubman Gill
to serve as the deputy.
One of the biggest
talking points emerging
from India's disastrous
tour of Austraha, where
the team lost 1-3 to
the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy for

concede

the first time n eight
years, has been the
of Rohit and

whether he will remain

future

the skipper even 1f he
gets picked for the tour
of England, which will
mark the beginning of
the new World Test
Championship cycle.
Speaking on Club
Prairie Fire, Gilchrist
said that he does not

see Rohit in the Indian

team for the Test series

in England and expects
the 37-year-old to end
his career after the ICC
Champions Trophy,
which will begin on
February 19.

"l don't see Rohit
going to England. 1
just felt that he says
he will assess 1t when
he gets home. I mean,
the first thing he will
be meet with when he
gets home 1s a two-
month-old baby that
he has to change the
napples on. Now that
might incentivise him
to go to England. But I
know I don't; I don't see
him pressing on. I think
he'll probably have a
crack at the Champions
Trophy and that might
be. That might see him

ut," he said.

The Aussie legend
then picked Bumrah as
a solution to replace
Rohit as the next India

mean, the IPLs have
produced a number of
talented players that are
lined up across every
position, 1 to 11 really,
that they could draw on.

But it doesn't mean that

§ 1t's 1nstant success at

"™ ihe international level.

captain in Test cricket

but reckoned it might

be challenging for
the pacer, given the
workload concerns.

He admitted that he
won't be surprised 1f
the Indian selectors go
back to Kohli, who did
lead the Indian team in
Bumrah's stead on Days
2 and 3 1in the Sydney
Test for the England
series."l don't
whether Bumrah should

be full-time captain. I

know

reckon that might get
a little bit challenging
for him. So, who that
next captain may be 1s
anyone's guess, really,
whether they go back
to Virat. I wouldn't be

surprised 1f he wouldn't

mind doing 1it. But
yeah, I haven't stopped
to really think who
will be captain. "It's

a challenging period
coming up for India.
ready-

They've got

made replacements. |

So 1 think they could
be 1n for a challenging
little period," he added.

Vaughan, who
was also on the panel,
backed Gilchrist's
notion to name Bumrah
the next captain based
on India's performance
under the fast bowler
in  Perth, which was
India's only win 1n the
last eight Test matches.

"I think you're right.
I would give the captain
seat to Jasper Bumrah,
and the reason 1s the two
performances that India
were at their finest here
in Australia were Perth
and the SCG. And 1if he
had not been 1njured,
I honestly think they
would have won that

" he said.
The former England

game,

captain also backed Gill
as the vice-captain, but
reckoned the youngster
needed to improve his
numbers after a poor

tour of Australia.

Jasprit Bumrah OUT, No Yashasvi
Jaiswal: Predicted Strongest India

Playing XI For ODI Series Vs England

NEW DELHI : India are coming off fresh from
the 1-3 defeat against Australia in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, which means that they missed
their chance of qualifying for the WTC 2025
final. In just a few months, India will have another
chance to win an ICC trophy when tey take part
in the Champions Trophy 2025. The final ODI
series that they will play in preparation for the
upcoming tournament will be the three-match
affair against England at home from February
0. Hence, they might look for a playing XI that
looks exactly like that of the mega tournament.
However, they might miss the services of Jasprit
Bumrah.

Rohit Sharma will likely open the batting
with Shubman Gill. There have been reports of
Yashasvi Jaiswal being in the squad, but he will
most likely not make 1t to the final playing XI.
Virat Kohli will look to find his form at no.3, with
shreyas Iyer returning to India colours fresh off
the back of a fantastic domestic season, at no4.
KL Rahil will be batting at no.5 and will be the
wicketkeeper-batter ahead of Rishabh Pant.

Hardik Pandya will return to the India playing
XI for the first time since the T201 series vs South
Africa. Ravindra Jadeja and Axar Patel will likely
be the two spin-bowling all-rounders who will
come In at no.7 and 8.

Jasprit Bumrah 1s all set to miss the ODI series
vs England as he will be rested after suffering
from back spasm in the final Test vs Australia at
Sydney. Mohammed Shami 1s all set to make his
comeback for India for the first time since the ODI
World Cup 2023, and will lead the pace attack.
He will be supported by Arshdeep Singh who
will add variety with his left-arm pace. Kuldeep

Yadav will be the specialist spinner in the lineup.

India Champions Trophy squad announcement: Bumrah races
against time; selectors to reveal team squad by January 12

NEW DELHI : India scored 1511 runs in 32
Champions Trophy innings at 453.96, with
squad announcement five tons and seven
Live: Rohit, Shubman fifties.

Gill and  Yashaswi India  Champions
Jaiswal are among the Trophy squad
contenders for the role, announcement  Live:

with the latter expected
to be the back-up. The
youngster has proven
himself to be India's
most promising long-
but 1s
yet to earn the ODI cap,

back

spdsIms

BCCI's medical

has yet

format batters,

having last played a List

A game mm November of

2022. Owverall, he has

grade
injury.

Bumrah, who suffered
during
the Sydney Test, races
against time to get fit for
the Champions Trophy.
team
to give an
official update on the
Bumrah's

If Bumrah’s 1njury
1s in grade | category,
then 1t

minimum two to three

will take a
weeks of rehabilitation
before Return to Play
(RTP). In case of Grade
2 injury, the recovery
can go up to six weeks
Grade 3, the

most severe In nature,

while

*

requires a minimum

three months of rest
and rehabilitation
programmes.

India

Trophy

Champions

squad

announcement  Live:
Hardik Pandya was
India's vice-captain

during the 2023 ODI
World Cup, until his

injury, after which
KL Rahul took over
the role. However,

Shubman  Gull
named Rohit's deputy

was

during the tour of Sri
Lanka in the summer of
2024. A report in TOI
earlier this week hinted
that Jasprit Bumrah 1s
likely to named as the

vice-captain.

India  Champions
Trophy squad
announcement  Live:
Certainly. There

have been plenty of
discussions on Rohit's
captaincy, his form and
his future in the sports,
but all pertaining to red-
ball cricket. In a report
in My Khel earlier this
week, 1t indicated that
Hardik Pandya might
be mn consideration to
replace Rohit as the
skipper for Champions

Rohit, who led the team
to the final 1n the 2023

ODI World Cup, will
remain the skipper.

get a clearance from

the Indian government

Trophy. Although a in the wake of the
separate report in Times long-standing political
of India confirmed that tensions between the

two countries.
The
quite a back-and-forth

sparked

act

between the two cricket

India  Champions boards, with Pakistan,
Trophy squad atone point, threatening
announcement  Live: to back out from the
The BCCI had made 1t tournament. However,
clear to ICC in October PCB themselves
that the Indian team faced the threat of
won't be travelling to losing hosting rights,
Pakistan as they did not especially amid the

Islamabad wunrest last

month.
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