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'Takes 5-6 balls to pick visual cues on

Bumrah. You could be out by then': Steve
Smith's insight into facing India pacer

NEW DELHI :Team India may have lost the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy 1-3, but Jasprit Bumrah's performances
throughout the series were one of the side's big positives.
The fast bowler was named Player of the Series for his
fiery spells, although missing the final day of the Test
match due to injury will likely sting him for a while.

On what he called the “spiciest” pitch of the series,
Bumrah was forced off the field after suffering a back
spasm on Day 2. His absence in the second innings left
India without their premier pacer as they attempted to
defend a 162-run target, which Australia chased down
with six wickets remaining.

Ricky Ponting, the former Australian captain, shed
light on Bumrah's impact throughout the series, sharing
a revealing conversation with star batter Steve Smith.
Smith, known for his meticulous technique against fast
bowlers, admitted that Bumrah was "harder to pick"
than most bowlers worldwide, noting that the Indian
pacer doesn't give batters the luxury of settling into their
Innings.

“I had a chance to talk to Aussies on what makes it so
difficult. ['ve been seeing him for a long time, [ captained
him in [PL when he first came into the scene as a 17-year-
old. I talked to Steve Smith, who has a good method of
working fast bowlers out. He said that he finds Bumrah's
visual cues a bit hard to pick up than the most, and that
it can take take you four, five, or six balls,” Ponting told
7Cricket. “Sometimes, you could be out by then. If you
didn't get things right by that stage when you're facing
Bumrah on a challenging surface, your game could be
over pretty quickly.” Bumrah ended the Test series with
32 wickets to his name, the highest by an Indian pacer in
a series Down Under. The true extent of Bumrah's injury
1s unknown, and it is likely that the Indian pacer will
remain away from action throughout January. India host
England for three ODIs and as many T20Is this month,
and Bumrah is likely to skip the bilateral series.

Rohit Sharma shouldn't play
Tests anymore, he made wrong
call in Sydney: Mohammad Kaif

NEW DELHI : Former India batter Mohammad Kaif
criticised Rohit Sharma's decision to step away from the
fifth and final Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in
Australia, arguing that Rohit should have led the team in
the must-win match in Sydney instead of citing poor form
and sitting out. Kaif insisted that as captain, Rohit had a
responsibility to lead from the front.

Rohit Sharma faced scrutiny for his poor form with
the bat during the 2024-25 season. His struggles continued
in Australia, where he managed just 31 runs across three
Tests before dropping himself for the series decider. While
some pundits and former players, including Irfan Pathan,
praised Rohit for taking a "selfless" and pragmatic call,
Kaif strongly disagreed, stating that the captain should
have stood by his team in such a crucial match.

Border-Gavaskar Trophy: Full Coverage

India entered the Sydney Test trailing 1-2 in the series,
needing at least a draw to retain the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy. Instead, they lost the final Test by six wickets,
surrendering the trophy for the first time in seven
years. Rohit's absence as a leader
was magnified when stand-

in captain Jasprit

- il

Bumrah
suffered a back injury in the
first innings and was unavailable
to bowl or captain on Days 2 and
3. Former skipper Virat Kohli
took over the reins on the field, but
without Bumrah's impact with the
ball, India failed to defend a target of
162 on a seam-friendly pitch.

"l think Rohit should no longer
play in Tests because he was needed

1\

the most in the Sydney Test match.
[ had said he should have played --
it would've been the right call," Kaif
remarked on his YouTube show.

"He should have played, even if he
wasn't scoring runs. Nobody was scoring
runsa not Kohli, not Khawaja, not Labuschagne.

Smith found form late in the series. There were no high-
scoring matches.
the beginning but failed later, scoring either a century or
a duck. As a leader, that was Rohit Sharma's moment to

Everyone struggled. KL Rahul scored in

stand by his team and be out there."

Kaif also underlined the importance of Rohit's
leadership and how his absence impacted the team during
Bumrah's injury.

"His absence was felt when Bumrah got injured in the
second innings. Rohit Sharma, as a captain, would've been
there. He has been with the team for two years and knows
the playersa Siraj, Jadeja, Prasidh Krishna, and Akash
Deep. Rohit was familiar with everyone's roles. But at
that crucial moment, there was no oned not Bumrah, not
Rohit," he said.

Kaif criticised the leadership dynamics during the
Sydney Test, noting that Kohli, who hadn't captained the
team in recent years, was suddenly thrust into the role.

"The one who [Kohli] hadn't been leading the team
for years was suddenly in charge, asking Sira]
and Jadeja, "What are you going to do?' Prasidh

Krishna, playing his debut match, struggled with
P his length under pressure. Who was supporting
[ these young bowlers? There was no one. Rohit
Sharma made the wrong decision to sit out,"
Kaif added.

While Rohit candidly admitted
to poor form after stepping

Y

!

aside, he dismissed speculation
about retirement..Rohit
highlighted the fickle nature
of form in cricket and hinted
at returning to Tests in the
future.
With India failing to
qualify for the World Test
their
next assignment in the format is a

Championship final,

five-match series against England,
starting on 20 June.

\\

'23 January ko dekhte hain': Sunil

Gavaskar's ultimatum to Indian players

NEW DELHI :Dismal performance by India, particular the
batters, in the recently-concluded Test series in Australia has

received a lot of criticism from former players and experts,
all of who believe that there is no other way to improve
than going through the grind in domestic cricket, whatever
be the stature or reputation of the players.India lost the
Border Gavaskar Trophy 1-3 despite taking a 1-0 lead by
winning the opening match of the five-Test series in Perth.
But continuous poor show of the batters, including that of
captain Rohit Sharma and batting legend Virat Kohli, led to
three defeats in the next four matches.Rohit even had to 'step
aside' for the fifth and deciding Test in Sydney, allowing
Shubman Gill to replace him and Bumrah to lead the side.
The skipper had scored just 31 runs in his five innings before
that in the series.Kohli began the tour well, scoring 100 not
out in the second innings at Perth. But his other eight innings
in the series produced just 90 runs. His repeated mistakes
and getting out caught behind with trouble against deliveries
bowled outside his off-stump 1rritated batting legends like
Sunil Gavaskar, who issued a sort of ultimatum to the Indian
players at the end of the series.Shubman Gill scored just 93
runs in five innings and Rishabh Pant 255 runs in 9 innings.
Opener Yashasvi Jaiswal was the top scorer among Indian
batters with 391 runs in 10 innings. KL Rahul made 276
runs in 10 innings.Gavaskar said there should be no excuse
now for the players to not play the Ranji Trophy for their
respective state teams."23 January ko agla round hai Ranji
Trophy ka, dekhte hain kitne log khelte hain, kitne log
available hain (the next round of the Ranji Trophy begins
23rd January, let's see who all play, who all are available),"
said Gavaskar on Star Sports at the end of Sydney Test last
Sunday, after India's six-wicket defeat."That will tell you
(who all are serious). There should be no excuse, that we
can't play, this and that. If you don't play, then (head coach)
Gauatam Gambhir should say 'you don't have commitment,
we need commitment. You aren't playing, okay. Do
whatever you want, but you can't return to the Indian Test

team'," a visibly disappointed Gavaskar added.

NEW DELHI The
Vijay Hazare Trophy is

of the three matches it will
be determined if India will
underway and players progress to the knockouts.

The ICC has

January 12 as the final date

have a great opportunity to set

present their case for India

before the tournament
starts. Also Read |
Hardwork and Homework:
At 40, what makes Delhi
Capitals new  recruit

The spinner played
a key role in derailing
Rajasthan's momentum
after they were onset

towards 1mposing a big

IPL star injects five blows in Vijay Hazare match, presents
strong case for India selection ahead of Champions Trophy

ongoing Vijay Hazare retum fo international

Trophy The five-wicket cricket after a gap of
haul on Thursday helped
Charkvarthy's

tally climb to 18 from

three years, which was

wicket during the T20Is against

Bangladesh last vear.

selection ahead of the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025,
which will be played in
February-March.  India
will start their campaign
against Bangladesh on
February 20, and three
days later they take on
arch rivals Pakistan. Their
final group stage match is
against New Zealand and

depending on the outcome

to submit the provisional
squad for the tournament
and hence it is expected
that the Ajit Agarkar-led
selection committee will
announce the 15-member
team by the end of this
the
participating nations are

week.  However,
allowed to make changes
to their provisional squad
by February 13, a week

Faf du Plessis the fittest
While fans are eagerly
waiting for the squad
Kolkata Knight
mystery spinner

reveal,
Riders'
Varun Chakaravarthy has
presented a strong case
for selection following his
haul against Rajasthan on
Thursday. The 33-year-
old produced a strong
display and injected five

help Tamil

blows to
Nadu restrict Rajasthan
at 267/10 in 47.3 overs at
the Kotambi Stadium in
Vadodara. Out of the five
wickets, he cleaned up
three (Mahipal Lomror,

Deepak Hooda, Khaleel

Ahmed) while the other
(Abhijeet
Kukna Ajay Singh) were
He
an economy of just under

two Tomar,

caught. maintained
sIX runs per over and
conceded 52 runs in the
nine overs he bowled.

total on the board after
being invited fo batfirst. It
started with him breaking
the 160-run stand for the
between
Lomror,

second wicket

Tomar and
with the former getting
111(125). He
then cleaned up Lomror
for 60(49), and then
Hooda for 7(8). Varun

Chakaravarthy shines in

out for

six encounters. He has
so far completed two
He
is currently the leading

the
tournament, one ahead of

five-wicket hauls.

wicket-taker in

Arshdeep Singh, who has
17 scalps from the same
number of matches.Varun
Chakaravarthy's
to international cricket
Chakravarthy made a

return

He finished the series as
the leading wicket-taker,
scalping five wickets

from three matches. The

spinner then scalped
12 wickets from four
matches against South

Africa, which included
a five-wicket haul in
Gqeberha. However,
Chakravarthy is vyet to
earn his maiden ODI cap.
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