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Rohit Sharma To Step Down As Captain?  Yograj Singh praises MS Dhoni, after years
Blockbuster Update On Captain's Future Out

NEW DELHI : The BCCI held a review
meeting to discuss India's forgettable

Australia tour on Saturday (January 11).
The officials held discussions over a
range of issues. They also discussed the
road ahead for captain Rohit Sharma and

update on him. Dainik Jagran has
reported that Rohit will stay captain
till the 2025 Champions Trophy. Rohit
reportedly told the BCCI that he would
fully support his successor. Rohit's future
as the Test captain is in doubt. Jasprit
Bumrah captained India in two Tests
Down Under and he will be an automatic
replacement for Rohit. Bumrah-led India
kicked off the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
with a win. As far as ODI cricket goes,
Shubman Gill was appointed the vice-
captain of the white-ball teams in 2024.
Rohit might continue as the ODI captain
as there is no ready-to-go replacement for

former captain, Virat Kohli. While there
was no announcement regarding Robhit's
future as captain, there is a blockbuster

him. India enjoyed huge success under
him and made 1t to the final of the 2023
ODI World Cup.

of blaming him for Yuvraj's retirement

NEW DELHI :
Singh's father Y ograj has

Yuvraj

made a massive U-turn of
stand towards MS Dhoni.
Yogra] who has blamed
MS  Dhoni  multiple
times for cutting his
son's International career
short has the

former skipper in a recent

praised

interview. Speaking on
Unfiltered by Samdish,
Yograj praised MS Dhoni
for his fearless attitude.
The
cricketer,
still

former India

currently 66,

coaches budding

cricketers. Known for
his fiery personality,
Y ograj had once said that
he would never forgive

MS Dhoni in his life.

stance against the former
India captain and praised
him for his intelligence in

the field.
"I find Dhoni as a very

Dhoni was that he could
read the wicket can tell
bowlers where to bowl,"
Yograj Singh said on
'Unfiltered by Samdish', a
YouTube show.

"What I liked the most
about him was that he
was a fearless men. If you
remember in Australia,
he was hit on the grill
my Mitchell Johnson and
he didn't moved a bit, he
stood there and next ball

people like him)," he
said.

In 2024, during an
interview  with  Zee,

Yograj said that he would
not forgive MS Dhoni. A
fiery Yograj Singh had
blamed MS Dhoni for his
son's early retirement.

"l won't forgive MS
Dhoni. He should look at
his face in the mirror. He
is a very big cricketer, but
what he has done against

However, in the video

interview with Samdish,

Yograj softened  his

motivated captain, who
can tell people what to
do. The best thing about

he pulled him for a six.
Aise log kaafi kam hote
hai (There are very few

my son, everything 1is
coming out now; it can

never be forgiven in life.

'Will remain Test captain’ - Rohit
to selectors amid retirement talks

NEW DELHI : Rohit
Sharma will play the
England  Tests later

this year, as he plans to
continue as the captain
unless the BCCI zeroes
in on his successor, per
the latest report. Sharma,
who faced severe wrath
for his poor show Down
Under, he
returned with just 31

wherein

runs across three Tests,
let alone discussing his
mediocre captaincy, was
part of a review meeting
in Mumbai on Saturday

(Jan 11).
Per a report in
Dainik Jagran, Robhit

agreed to remain the
national team’s skipper
across formats, adding
regardless of who his
successor 1s, he will
get the dressing room’s
complete support.

Also read | Suspended
Shakib finds no place in
Bangladesh Champions

Trophy squad

discussions

Besides,
around his ODI future
were also held, with the

selectors to take a call
on his successor in the
One-Day format after the
ICC Champions Trophy
2025.

Earlier last year, ace
T20I batter Suryakumar

Yadav replaced Rohit

as the new captain in
the shortest
Rohit,  Virat
and Ravindra Jadeja
their T20I
retirements  following
winning the T20 World
Cup in the Americas.\

format.
Kohli

announced

India’s premier seamer
Jasprit Bumrah’s name
as Rohit’s
mainly 1n Tests,

SUCCEessOr,
was
also discussed, with all
present, including chief
Ajit  Agarkar,
board members, the head

selector

coach Gautam Gambhir
Rohit,
apprehensions over the

and sharing

same.

Where is Ishan Kishan? Fans question
wicketkeeper's absence for England T20Is

NEW DELHI : Fans questioned
the of

wicketkeeper-batter Ishan Kishan

selectors on absence

for the upcoming T201 series |

against England. The BCCI
(Board of Control for Cricket in
India) announced a 15-member

squad for the five-match T20I S

series on Saturday,

11. The selectors picked Sanju

January

Samson and Dhruv Jurel as the
two wicketkeeping options for
the series as they ignored Ishan
Kishan.

The southpaw last played for
India in November 2023 during
the T20I series against Australia.
Kishan scored two half-centuries
in his last three innings in the
shortest format and hasn't played

a single game since then. The
26-year-old even lost his central
contract after reportedly not
complying with the directives of
the board for playing domestic
cricket. In the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy 2024-25, he scored
161 runs from six innings at an
average of 32.20 and a strike rate
of 167.70 with one half-century.
In the 32 T20I matches played

in his career so far, Kishan has

scored 796 runs at an average of
25.67 and a strike rate of 124.37
with The

selectors picked Dhruv Jurel as

six half-centuries.
the second wicketkpeeing option
who replaced Jitesh Sharma in the
team. Jurel has played two T20Is
in his career so far and has scored
six runs. Kishan's fans weren't
happy with his non-selection and
even questioned Jurel's credentials
as a T201 player. Meanwhile,
India will play five T20Is against
England beginning from January
22 followed by a three-match
ODI series. Shami
has marked his return to the
Indian team after the ODI World
Cup 2023 as he made his T20I

comeback after over two years.

Mohammed

'Hardik Pandya Was Leading India In Rohit
Sharma's Absence...': Selectors Asked For

: Olympic champion

Zheng wins Australian Open 2025
first round before storm causes havoc

NEW DELHI allowed Todoni to come roaring back

Official Clarification On Allrounder's Demotion

NEW DELHI :

opener Aakash Chopra has said
that the Ajit Agarkar-led selection
committee should explain why
allrounder Hardik Pandya has
been driven out from the T20I
leadership group. Pandya last
led India during the West Indies
T20I series in 2023 post which
Suryakumar Yadav was elevated
to the role before Rohit Sharma’s
return for the Afghanistan series
at home i 2024 and the T20

World Cup last year.

With Rohit announcing T20I
retirement after leading India to
world cup triumph, Suryakumar

Former India

has
reins
shortest format.

was

upcoming
match T201 series
against England
at home which
further
questions over

raises

why Pandya
has been
sidelined.

“It’s a

development

been handed over the
of the team in the

Allrounder Axar Patel
recently named as

the vice-captain for the

five- -

that needs an official
word,” Chopra wrote
on X
Twitter)
responding to a
query. “He (Pandya)
was leading India in
Rohit’s absence. Now,
he’s
VC. I'd like to hear

played a key role in the selectors
picking Suryakumar as Rohit’s
(formerly successor.
while Pandya picked up a freak
injured midway through the
2023 ODI World Cup which
pushed him away from action for
nearly four months. He made his
not even the competitive return in a local T20

tournament in February 2024

from the selectors However, since then he captained
about their thought Mumbai Indians in IPL, played
process.” a key role in India’s triumph at

It’s been the T20 World Cup, played in a
speculated that home series against Bangladesh
Pandya’s fitness between the tours of Sri Lanka
concerns could’ve and South Africa.

Zheng Qinwen overcame a sluggish start
to blast into the Australian Open second
round on Sunday as storms caused havoc
ahead of Aryna Sabalenka beginning
her quest for a historic third consecutive
crown. Fifth seed Zheng, last vyear's
losing finalist, had the honour
of playing the first point on -
centre court at the opening g
Grand Slam of the season
against Romania's 110th-
ranked Anca Todoni She
came through unscathed
7-6 (7/3), 6-1 on Rod Laver
Arena but was clearly rusty
after opting not to play a
warm-up event. Zheng had
three set points on-serve
at 5-3 in the first set, but

before closing her down in the tiebreak
then racing through the second set. "The
first match is always not easy," she said.
"Just happy to get through the match,
the tiebreak and find my rhythm." The
22-year-old enjoyed a breakthrough 2024
_with her Australian Open exploits
B helping spur her to Olympic gold
. --- beating Iga Swiatek on the
way -- and three WTA ftitles.
While Zheng was able to

play, the action on
outside courts at
Melbourne Park
was halted barely

. an hour after
it started when
storms rolled in that

turned the sky black.
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