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'How many captains have done that?': Yuvraj Singh on
Rohit Sharma dropplng hlmself from India's playing 11

NEW DELHI
Rohit Sharma dropped himself

:India captain

from the playing eleven in the
fifth and final Test of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy series against
Australia after to find form in
the previous games. The veteran
opener struggled to reach double-
figures in the matches he played in
that series and 1n an act of 'selfless-
ness' he opted out of the side in the
Sydney letting fast-bowler Jasprit
Bumrah lead the pack. Former
India cricketer Yuvraj Singh, one
of the finest batters to ever play
the game lauded Rohit for resting
himself from the Sydney Test.
Head coach Gautam Gambhir's

tactics and ability as a manager 1s
also under the scanner but the ODI
and T20 World Cup winner backed
both his former teammates.

"I have said it previously also.
You guys look at series by series.
If India wins a series you talk good
things, if they lose you criticise,"
said Yuvraj to PTL

"l always look at the team
graph over a five-year period or
three years. If you talk about Robhit,
Gautam has just come into the
system, he needs more time. Rohit
Sharma has won the T20 World
Cup as captain, he was captain
when India played the ODI World
Cup final. He led MI (Mumbai

e

SR

o
' -l

"’fﬁm

&

Indians) to five IPL titles. The guy
has stepped down from the last
match and given somebody else a
chance. How many captains have
done that in the past? Please tell
me," he asked.

India lost the series Down
Under but standout performances
came from opener Yashasvi
Jaiswal and rookie Nitish Reddy,
who made a memorable hundred

in the Melbourne Test.

"Nitish scored a hundred on
his first tour, it is amazing. Not
sure how many have done that.
Jaiswal scored 150 plus in his
first Test in Australia, it is highly

commendable. We should talk
about these performances more,"
added Yuvraj.

While the likes of Shubman
Gill, Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Rishabh Pant have confirmed their
availability for the Ranji Trophy,
big names like Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli are yet to confirm their
participation in domestic cricket.
Rohitdid practice with the Mumbai
team while DDCA are yet to hear
from Kohli about his availability.

Yuvraj Singh has emphasized
the importance of playing domestic
cricket, sending a strong message
to the out-of-form Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli. Having shared the
field with both players—winning
the 2007 T20 World Cup alongside
Rohitand the 2011 ODI World Cup
with Kohli—Yuvraj believes that
regardless of a player’s reputation
or stature, prioritizing domestic
cricket whenever possible s
crucial. "It is very important to play
domestic cricket. Everyone should
play domestic cricket if they are
not injured and if they have the
time," said Yuvraj told one leading

newspaper.

BCCI says no to KL Rahul and Sanju

435/5! India create their biggest ODI total record vs Ireland

India
new

NEW DELHI :
Women set a
benchmark m one-day
international cricket
Wednesday by

recording their highest-

on

ever total in the format.
Powered by centuries

from Prattka Rawal
and captain  Smriti
Mandhana, India
crossed the 370-run

mark in the 42nd over
of the third ODI against

Rajkot,
rewriting their previous

I[reland 1n

record.
India
mammoth

posted a
435/5
allotted 50

surpassing  all

in their
overs.
totals

previous team

by both Indian men's

and women's teams in
ODlIs.

This
feat overshadowed the
Indian men's highest
scoreof418/5. achieved
against the West Indies
in Indore in 2011.

Go Beyond The
Boundary with
YouTube channel.
SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Other notable entries
on the list include 414/7
against Sri Lanka in
Rajkot (2009), 413/5
against Bermuda in
the 2007 World Cup,
and 410/4 against
the Netherlands 1n
Bengaluru (2023). The
Rajkot innings marked
a defining moment,

monumental

our

further

the rising dominance

showcasing

of India Women 1n
international cricket.
Just
earlier, India Women
had posted 370 for 5,
their highest ODI total
at the time. However,
they
own record in emphatic
this

three  days

surpassed
fashion during
match.

Captain Smriti
Mandhana
the

a blistering

stole
with
knock,

smashing the fastest

spotlight

ODI century by an
Indian women's batter.
She reached her 100 1n
just 70 balls, breaking
Harmanpreet  Kaur's

their

Most boundaries in an

Innings in Women ODiIs

B NZ-W: 71 vs IRE-W, Dublin 2018
B NZ-W: 59 vs IRE-W, Dublin 2018
B IND-W: 57 vs IRE-W, Rajkot 2025
B ENG-W: 56 vs SA-W, Bristol 2017
B NZ-W: 53 vs IRE-W, Dublin 2018

This is now the highest team
total for India in ODIs

(Men or Women)
M India Women : 435/5 vs IRE, Rajkot 2025

M India Men
M India Men
M India Men
M India Men

previous record of an
87-ball against
South Africa In
Bengaluru last year.
Mandhana’s innings
of 135 off 80 balls
was studded with 12
fours and seven sixes,

ton

boasting an impressive

strike rate of 170.9.
Her outstanding
performance came
n a dead-rubber
match, with India
already holding an

unassailable 2-0 lead
in the senes.
to bat first,
put on a masterclass,

Opting
Smriti

dismantling Ireland’s
bowling attack with
ease.

Smriti and Pratika

Rawal forged a record-

: 418/5 vs WI, Indore 2011

: 414/7 vs SL, Rajkot 2009

: 413/5 vs BER, Port of Spain 2007
: 410/4 vs NED, Bengaluru 2023

breaking 233-run
opening  partnership,
the highest by an Indian
women's opening pair
in home ODIs. This
remarkable stand laid
the
India’s mammoth total.
Also
Champions
2025 Schedule
Mandhana’s mnings

foundation  for

See:
Trophy

also saw her achieve
a personal milestone,
the  first
Indian woman to score

10 ODI centuries. She
joins an elite group of

becoming

openers with double-
digit tons 1n the format,
alongside  Australia’s
Meg Lanning (15) and
New Zealand’s Suzie

Bates (13).

Samson for Champions Trophy; Rishabh
Pant, Jurel set to be Indla S keepers

NEW DELHI :Samson was named in

the probable list for the Vijay Hazare |

Trophy, which features 30 players.
Yet, the India star was not picked for
the tournament after not reporting for
Kerala's training camp. The side played
two practice matches at the Krishnagiri
Stadium in Wayanad, after which the
selectors named the 19-man squad.
Salman Nazir was named the captain of
Kerala after his impressive show in the
Syed Mushtaq Ali tournament.

Samson was in the running for
the second keeper's slot in India's
Trophy but the right-
hander's last 50-over game came in

Champions

India's tour of South A fricain December
2023. The BCCI has maintained a strong
stance about national players skipping
domestic without proper injury cause
or injury concern. It 1s for this reason
that it 1s likely that Samson will not be
considered for the Champions Trophy
even though he continues to be the
No.l choice in T20Is. Samson is set to
open the batting with Abhishek Sharma
in India's home series against England.

The debate around
keeper's spot has gained momentum
after PTI reported that KL Rahul was
no longer in consideration for the
specialist keeper's role in ODIs. "KL
Rahul's presence behind the stumps
during the ODI World Cup gave the
Indian team the balance but the stylish
Karnataka right-hander is unlikely to

the second

don the big gloves in white-ball cricket
going forward," the report said.

In the case of keeper's slot, Rishabh
Pant i1s the first choice by a country
mile but the second keeper's slot could
be a three-way fight between Dhruv

Jurel, Sanju Samson and Ishan Kishan.

As of now, it looks like Jurel could win
the battle.

Kishan played 27 ODIs to score
933 runs at an average of 42-plus
with a double hundred and seven half-
centuries to show for his efforts.

But he has fallen a bit out of favour
with the current selection committee
after skipping domestic cricket last
year, which led to him losing his BCCI
annual central contract.

Kishan has had a modest Vijay
Hazare Trophy where he scored 316
runs in seven games with a single
hundred against one of the NE states.

While Kishan was a part of the World
Cup squad, young UP and Rajasthan
Royals man Jurel has impressed one
and all and could certainly walk in as
the second keeper.

Jurel has been kept in the T20 squad
for England also as Sanju Samson's
understudy. While he has made his
T20I debut in Zimbabwe, his selection
in the shortest format is significant as
the selection committee, led by Ajit
Agarkar, seemed to be keen on keeping
him in the white-ball scheme of things.

It 1s understood that going forward,
Pant and Jurel could be one and two for
India in Tests and ODIs, while Samson
is believed to be only suited for the
T20 version where he has scored three
centuries in the fag end of 2024.
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