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NEW DELHI : India's star
speedster Mohammed Siraj was
unexpectedly dropped from the
India's squad for the upcoming
Champions Trophy 2025, which
is set to start from February 20 in
Pakistan and Dubai. Mohammed
Siraj's absence left many surprised

and perplexed. Meanwhile, the

Mohammed Siraj's cryptic Instagram story
goes viral after being dropped from India’s
Champions Trophy squad

Jasprit Bumrah (32 wickets), and
the fourth-highest overall.
HarshitRana hasbeen included
in the Indian ODI squad for the
England series as a backup for
Jasprit Bumrah. Chief selector Ajit
Agarkar has stated that Bumrah's
inclusion in the playing XI will
depend on his fitness. Notably,

Rohit Sharma urges Ravi Shastri to
leave corner seat, sit in centre instead;
remarkable gesture at Wankhede wins hearts

NEW DELHI : A host
of Indian cricket legends
from Mumbai assembled
at the Wankhede Stadium
on Sunday to celebrate the
venue's 50th anniversary.
The event featured a
special segment where
Mumbai’s cricketing
greats, past and present,

stature and contributions

side taking part. An open-

top bus parade en route to
the stadium was also held

star pacer shared a cryptic post
on his official Instagram account
which is going viral on social
media.

selector

India's chief Ajit

Agarkar along with captain Rohit

Sharma wvia press conference
announced India's 15-member
Champions Trophy squad on
January 18.

While the core of the team
largely resembles the squad that
competed in the 2023 World Cup,
Siraj]'s absence 1s a notable change.
He has been a prominent figure
in India's One Day International
(ODI)
consistently delivering impactful

lineup in recent years,

and match-winning performances.

Following his exclusion from
the Indian squad for the upcoming
Champions Trophy, Mohammed
Sira) shared a post on social
media, igniting discussions among

cricket experts. On

Monday,
the 30-vear-old
pacer took to his Instagram story,

January 20th,

posting a picture from the gym
accompanied by the caption 'reset,
restart, refocus’.

Sira] boasts an 1mpressive
track record in ODIs, having
claimed 71 wickets in just 44
appearances. He played a pivotal
role in India's triumphant Asia
Cup 2023 campaign, delivering
a match-winning performance in
the final against Sri Lanka with
career-best figures of 6/21. This
strong form continued into the
ODI World Cup on home soil,
where he contributed significantly
with 14 wickets, helping India
reach the final.

Despite leading the pace attack
in the absence of key bowlers like

Jasprl‘[ Bumrah and the recently
retumed Mohammed Shami, Siraj
has surprisingly been overlooked
for the Champions Trophy squad.
He has been replaced by left-arm
pacer Arshdeep Singh, who has
limited ODI experience with only
eight matches under his belt. This
decision has

raised eyebrows

among cricket experts and fans
alike.

Siraj will also be absent from
the upcoming ODI series against
the
Trophy. His most

England, which precedes
Champions
recent appearance for India was
the 2024-25

Gavaskar Trophy,

during Border-
where he
claimed an impressive 20 wickets.
This performance placed him as
the second-highest wicket-taker

for India in the series, frailing only

Sira] has been omitted from the
squad,
Mohammed Shami and Arshdeep

with India opting for

Singh as the other pacers. Siraj
previously held the top spot in
the ICC ODI Rankings from
September 20 to November 14,
2023.Rohit Sharma (c), Shubman
Gill (ve), Virat Kohli, Shreyas
Iyer, KL Rahul, Hardik Pandya,
Axar Patel, Washington Sundar,
Kuldeep Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami, Arshdeep
Singh, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rishabh
Pant, Ravindra Jadeja

Rohit Sharma, Shubman
Gill, Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer,
KL Rahul, Hardik Pandya,
Axar Patel, Washington Sundar,
Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit Rana,

Jasprit  Bumrah, Mohammed
Shami, Arshdeep Singh, Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Rishabh Pant and
Ravindra Jadeja

Many on social media

In the same event,

Indian

shared their cherished to Indian cricket.
memories of playing
at the historic venue. have since praised Rohit
Among the stalwarts for his respectful gesture
invited to the stage were for Shastri; Rohit was one
Sunil Gavaskar, Sachin of the integral members
Tendulkar, Ravi Shastri, of the Indian team under
Rohit  Sharma, and Shastri as head coach.
Ajinkya Rahane, among
others. Rohit also addressed the
The seating fans after being asked to
arrangement on stage send a parting message
was divided into three before the Champions
sections: right, centre, Trophy. The
and leftt When Ravi

Shastri took the stage,
he chose a seat on the
left.
Rohit
and in a gesture that

Moments later,

Sharma arrived,
resonated with respect
and warmth, the Indian
captain requested Shastri
to move to the centre

seats, acknowledging his

captain said that the team
would try “everything
they can” to “bring
back the trophy” at the

Wankhede Stadium.

When India won
the T20 World Cup last
year, the BCCI held

victory celebrations at the
same venue, with every
member of the winning

across the Marine Drive,
with fans attending it in
large numbers.
Rohit with Mumbai
Rohit 1s
training with the Mumbai

currently

state team following a
of
Australia, where he could

disappointing  tour
score only 31 runs across
five innings.
Rohit
training with the white
ball ahead of the limited-

overs season, which sees

has been

India plaiying England
in three ODIs before the
Champions Trophy. The
two teams will also play
five T20Is before the
fifty-over series; Rohit
retired from the shortest
format in 2024.

'He was playing with my
emotions': Sachin Tendulkar's
distraction during 'final wish'

from BCCI; 'My eyes were moist'

NEW DELHI The
legendary Sachin
Tendulkar's  retirement

and farewell match will
go down as one of the

] most emotional moments
in the history of world cricket. The sight of the Master
Blaster struggling to hold back tears, being lifted on the
shoulders of his teammates, retuming to the pitch to
pay his respects one final time, and quietly disappearing
into the dressing room, never to return in India colours
again, was enough to make grown menbawl. For almost
a quarter of a century, Tendulkar had enthralled the
cricket-crazy nation of India, and suddenly, it all came
to an end, with the one and only Tendulkar riding into
the sunset, bringing curtains down on an incomparable
24-year-long career. When Tendulkar's retirement was
announced, Indian cricket fans had just one destination
— Sachin's last two Test matches — 199th and 200th —
Kolkata and Mumbai. After Tendulkar was dismissed
for 10 in the only innings India batted at the Eden
Gardens, all eves turmed to Wankhede. As it turns out,
the Master Blaster had requested the Board of Control
for Cricket in India to organise his farewell Test at his
home ground. Not for himself, not particularly for fans

either, but for his mother, Rajni Tendulkar.

NEW DELHI : Shreyas Iyer led Kolkata
Knight Riders to the [PL 2024 fitle win,
but despite that, he was not retained by
the three-time IPL champions. KKR’s
decision to let go of Iyer came as a shock
for many fans, and the player himself
was also very disappointed with the
development. According to him, there
was a lack of communication from the
franchise’s part about the retention, and Eﬁ"“‘- Y &
because of that, both parties failed to £ =
reach an agreement.

“Certainly, I had a fantastic fime
winning the championship at KKR. The
fan following was outstanding; they were
electrifying in the stadium, and I loved
every moment [ spent there. So obviously,
we had a conversation (about retention)
straight after the IPL championship. But
for a few months, there was a layover and
no concrete effort in having a retention
talk. I was perplexed about what was
happening. So, because of a lack of
communication, we came to a situation

f--!'

-l’

where we parted ways mutually. And

that’s the long and short of it,” he was
quoted as saying by Indian Express.
“Yes,

because when you don’t have a certain

obviously  disappointed,
line of communication and if you get
to know things one week prior to the
retention date, then obviously something

is lacking over there. So, I had to take a
call. Whatever i1s written i1s supposed to
happen,” he added.

Iver said he enjoyed his time with
KKR during the three-year association
with the franchise and was full of praise
for the team owner, Shah Rukh Khan.

“I would just like to say that the time

'One Week Before Retention Date...": Shreyas Iyer
Breaks Silence On Whv He Left Kolkata Knight Riders

[ spent over there (KKR) with Shah
Rukh Sir, the family, and all of them was
phenomenal. And obviously, winning the
championship was probably an integral
part of my life.”

“We all know Shah Rukh sir; he’s
a heartthrob, and people go bonkers
whenever they look at him. He’s got
this certain zest when he walks into the
room, that energy, that vibration. And
he’s a dominant figure, obviously. I got
to learn a lot from him. He 1s very kind
and generous in nature. And probably
that’s what makes him pretty unique as an
individual. I love his confidence level and
self-belief about the team the most. It was
surreal,” he added.

After parting ways with KKR, the
30-year-old right-handed batter entered
the mega auction and bagged a deal worth
Rs 26.75 crore from Punjab Kings. The
second most expensive player in IPL
history was recently appointed as Punjab
Kings captain as well.
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