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wasn’t an

DELHI : It
easy
game for D Gukesh, but
the reigning world chess
champion came out on
top in a nerve-wracking

72-move battle against

Vincent Keymer on
Wednesday. It also turned
out to be the longest
game of Round 5 in the
Masters section of the
ongoing Tata Steel Chess
tournament in Wijk aan
Zee,

The

on Wednesday.

result also sees

India No.
Arjun Erigaisi

live ratings, which

Gukesh become the new
1, overtaking
in the
are
updated real-time. It is
worth noting that Keymer

was part of Gukesh’s
team in  Singapore
during the World

Chess Championship in

December last year. On
Wednesday, Gukesh was
once again out in a grey
hoodie, and played with
white pieces. He began
with some errors, giving
the German early control.

But soon  Gukesh’s
reading of the game
overcame Keymer’s

strategy of trying to fire
the Indian out, and the
German resigned.

D Gukesh becomes new India No. 1,
overtakes Arjun Erigaisi; R Praggnanandhaa
pips Viswanathan Anand to third position

and 1f Erigaisi makes a
comeback, he could take
his position back from
Gukesh again. There are
eight more swiss rounds

Abhishek Sharma, spinners ruin
Bazball's white-ball induction

NEW DELHI Indian conditions
are proving to be kryptonite for

defeat on Wednesday, January 22. India
chased down 133 in just 12.5 overs as
India dominated in all three departments
to take a 1-0 lead in the five-match
series. Abhishek was at his dominant
best, hitting eight sixes in the chase as
England bowlers were sent for a leather
hunt in Kolkata. On the other hand, it
was a morale-boosting win for India

Gukesh has
seven Elo points to get at
his live rating up to

gained

twice. He 1s positioned
joint-bottom  with
Leon Luke Mendonca.

Nakamura

2832.5, and is followed
by American GM Hikaru
(2802)
Fabiano Caruana (2798)

to go, and potential

playoffs. Bazball. A year after the much-hyped
Despite not aggressive approach of England's Test

participating in  the team faltered in India, the Brendon

tournament, Magnus  McCullum era in white-ball cricket got

Carlsen still leads in off to a shaky start. McCullum, in his

the live ratings with firstassignmentas T20I coach, promised

and

entertainment, but it was the Indian
bowlers and batters who electrified the
Kolkata crowd in the T20I series opener

and Gautam Gambhir after a tumultuous
tour of Australia where the Asian giants
dropped the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
After winning the toss, India's call to
include Mohammed Shami in the XI and
delay his much-awaited international
return came as a surprise. In the lead-up
to the game, there was a lot of chatter
about the late evening dew in Kolkata.
In fact, India trained with wet balls

2784, and Erigaisi, who
1 before
tournament,

was India no.
this
lost 21.5 points and is at
2779. Before this event,
Erigaisi was in the 2800-

has

club, but has been in poor
form lately. In Wijk aan
Zee, he has lost three

Gukesh s
currently unbeaten in the

Meanwhile,

tournament, bagging two
wins and three draws, He
drew against Vladimir
Fedoseev and Alexey
Sarana, but got wins vs
Anish Gir1 and Vincent

Keymer.The live ratings

third
respectively. Meanwhile,
Gukesh
and Erigaisi is fifth in the

iIn second and

1s now fourth

leaderboard. Meanwhile,
R Praggnanandhaa
(2753.9)
three positions higher and
is 10th, with Viswanathan

has climbed

at Eden Gardens. England struggled in
their first trial by spin in the T20I series.
Despite a brisk fifty from captain Jos
Buttler, the visitors were bundled out for
132. Contrary to expectations, the clash
between two batting powerhouses turned
into a low-scoring affair, dominated
by the Men in Blue. Abhishek Sharma
smashed a 20-ball fifty, helping India
comfortably chase down the target and

on the eve of the series opener to get
used to the dewy conditions. However,
India's decision to field three spinners
after winning the toss and opfing to
field proved to be the right call. The
performances of Varun Chakravarthy,
Ravi Bishnoi and vice-captain Axar
Patel ensured England never got the
scoreboard moving at a brisk pace after

games and has drawn

are expected to change,

Anand (2750) is 11th.

hand England a deflating seven-wicket

Arshdeep Singh tore into their top-order.

Australian Open loss to
Jannik Sinner feels like a slap,
says dejected Alex de Minaur

ustralia - Australian tennis star Alex de

Minaur said his quarter-final loss to Jannik

Sinner at the Australian Open 2025 felt like a slap

across the face. De Minaur looked in the form of

his life and was touted as Australia's best hope to

end a long Grand Slam drought. However, Jannik

Sinner had other plans as the defending champion
handed De Minaur a decisive 6-3, 6-2, 6-1 loss in
just an hour and 48 minutes. Sinner's win meant

that Australia's wait for a homegrown men's

singles Grand Slam champion continued.

The loss marked De Minaur's 10th consecutive

defeat against Sinner, overshadowing what had

otherwise been a strong campaign for the world

number eight at Melbourne Park.
"The positives, how I handled everything ... the
fact that I came in this year as a top 10 with a lot of

expectations, a lot of pressure. The whole country

wanted me to do well. I wanted to do well here,"

De Minaur told reporters.

"I would have loved to do more today, but this

1s what happens sometimes in tennis. The negative

is that after playing some great tennis on home soil

and gaining so much, you feel like you've just been

slapped across the face, to be honest, to finish off

like that."

Abhishek Sharma gets a cheeky tap
from Yuvraj Singh after smashing 8
sixes in 20-ball fifty against England

EW DELHI :Yuvra] Singh's
Ninﬂuence on Abhishek Sharma
is unmissable. The swagger, the
effortlessness, the symphonic flow
of the bat,
and a whole lot of class oozing
through the shots. All of that and
much more was on display during
the India vs England 1st T20I at the
Eden Gardens in Kolkata. Abhishek
Sharma, Yuvraj's disciple, blazed
to a 20-ball fifty and hit eight sixes
in a breathtaking knock of 79 off
just 34 balls to help India take a 1-0
lead in the five-match series. It was

a touch of nonchalance

because of Abhishek's onslaught
that India were able to gallop their
way to the 133-run target in just
12.5 overs.

What was Abhishek's reward
after the match? A standing ovation
from a capacity Eden Gardens
aside, praise from his mentor
Yuvraj, albeit in a cheeky way.

Among 13 boundaries (eight
sixes and five fours) that Abhishek
hit on Wednesday, the ones hit
straight back past the bowler
impressed Yuvraj the most. Two
of Abhishesk's sixes and one four

came in the 'V'. Yuvraj took note

of that praised the all-rounder, who

is extremely strong square of the
wicket due to his flat batted shots,
in his own style.

"Good start to the series boys !
great tone set by our bowlers and
well played sir (@lamAbhiSharma4
top knock *!! I'm impressed you hit
2 boundaries down the ground as
well," Yuraj wrote on X.

The Yuvraj connection In
Abhishek's demolition job

En Abhishek joined
Yuvraj in the list of India batters
to get the fastest fifty against
England in T20Is.
India all-rounder had smashed a

route,

The veteran

half-century in just 12 balls in that
famous 2007 World T20 game in
Durban, where he scored 6 sixes
in an over against Stuart Broad.
The youngster reached the mark on
Wednesday in 20 balls.

86.07 per (68) of
Abhishek's total runs in the first

cent

T20I against England came in
boundaries. Only former India
T20I skipper Rohit Sharma had
a higher share of boundaries in a
knock of at least 75 runs - 91.53 per
cent (108/118) against Sri Lanka in
Indore in 2017.

After the match, Abhishek
thanked captain Suryakumar Yadav
and head coach Gautam Gambhir
for instilling confidence in him.

"I just wanted to express
myself. A special mention to the
captain and coach. They have given
us a lot of freedom. The way they
talk to youngsters, it's tremendous.
[ haven't seen a team environment
like this. When it's coming from the
captain and coach, to play freely,
it's special," Abhishek said.

Earlier in the day, India's
bowlers Arshdeep Singh (2/17)
and Varun Chakaravarthy (3/22)
restricted England to a below-par
132 in 20 overs. Apart from captain
Jos Buttler (68 off 44) all other
England batters struggled against
India's bowlers.

India and England will next
travel to Chennai for the second
T20I set to take place on Saturday.

Carlos Alcaraz reacts to his

controversial QF match

against Novak Djokovic

EW DELHI :The Australian Open 2025 is in

full swing, showcasing an exhilarating battle
among tennis titans like Novak Djokovic, Iga Swiatek,
Jannik Sinner, and Aryna Sabalenka, as they strive
for the first Grand Slam ftitle of the year. Amid the
electric atmosphere, controversies have also emerged,
especially after Carlos Alcaraz’s quarterfinal loss to
Djokovic on Tuesday. The Spaniard started strong,
securing the first set 6-4, but succumbed in the
following three sets (4-6, 3-6, 4-6). The turning point
of the match involved Djokovic’s apparent injury after
the first set, raising eyebrows about the legitimacy of
his physical ailment. In a recent development on the
controversy, the 21-year-old Alcaraz has shared his
reaction to his match against Nole, and it is something
fans wouldn't want to miss. Despite the disappointment
of losing, Carlos Alcaraz chose to focus on the positives
from his encounter with Novak Djokovic. During
the post-match press conference, Alcaraz expressed
gratitude for Djokovic’s compliments, calling the
match one of the best of his career in the Australian
Open. "Yeah, [ mean, for me i1t’s great hearing those
words from someone who played historic matches,
historic things. "I’'m leaving here Australia with the
head up. I’'m really happy about hearing those words
from Novak, " Alcaraz remarked.
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